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DEDIGATORY LETTER 

T O 

MONS. DE VOLTAIRE^ 

Hamburg^ May if i76x« 
- Si R, 

BY taking the liberty of dedicating 
this inconfiderable part of my 
produdtions to you^ I certainly cannot 
fncan to convey your name to pofterity. 
Or to augment your glory \ nor even 
to offer any thing that can afford you 
inftrudlion or amafement. No, Sir, 
I am very fenfible that never was repu- 
tation fo vaft, nor fo juftly defervd, as 

• This letter flioadhave been placed after the Con- 
ie«ti in 4hc >ift volumt. 

» A 4* that 
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that which you enjoy. Your country 
has produced^ in all ages, great men 
of every clafs : but the^ monarchy of 
France has exifled tboufands of years 
before it produced an author that ex* 
celld in every part of litterature : who 
daily extends, and enriches, to ufe the 
cxpreffion, the empire of immortality 
by chefs d'ceuvres in vers and profe : 
and to whom his nation is indebted 
for an epic poem, that will be the 
admiration of the moft diftant poftc- 
rity ', for there is no need of the fpU 
rit of prophecy to foretel, that if the 
French (houd have the fate of other 
living languages, if it (houd fufFer 
great alterations, there will be found 
among our defcendants, Daciers and 
Saumaifes, who will regard you a fa- 
cred ancient, and will employ all 
their labors in explaining you, and in 
rendering, in a manner, perhaps fuf- 
ficiently infipid, that immens number 
of new, juft, and brilliant ideas, 

which 
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which yoii have expresd, on every 
fubjedk, with as much warmth as ele- 
gance, in the ftyle of the age of 
Lewis XIV. 

I regard you. Sir, as the chief of 
modern, litterature, and I ani highly 
pleasd with the opportunity ofrendcr^ 
ing you, in that quality, my public 
homage. The ftream that bears its 
• waters to the fea, does not, to our 
fight, increas Its bulk or force, tho it 
ftiU renders the flender tribute of its 
waves. I am defirous, moreover, 
that the whole world (houd know the 
admiratiori with which I regard you, 
and the friend (hip with which you 
have honord me for fo many years. 
I do not here attempt to conceal a felf 
love, that appears to me both natural 
and pardonable. ' Accept therefore. 
Sir, with that goodnes which you 
have (hown me on fo many occafions, 
the homage that I here offer you; 
and vouchfafc to aflift, by the fecun- 
^ A 5 «* dity 
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lUty of your imagifiation^ that imbe- 
cillity -with which I have cxprcsd thofc 
fentiments that my heart entertains 
for you ; and conclude from thence, 
how pcrfe<aiy I zm, 

^ 8 I R, 

Your moft humble^ 

and moft obedient Servant^ 



BIELFELD. 
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LETTER i;^ 

To Mademoiielle M. voa B***, ?t 
Hamburg*, 

Hamburgh Feb. 6) I738*. 

SO you are quite alarmd, Madam, ve- 
ry lerioufly angry 1 — My feafon tells 
me you are wrong ; but my paflion 
tells me you can never do wrong : for it 
makes me perceive that I love you more, 
if it be poffible, fincelTiave been a Free 
Mafon, and fince you have been angry with: 
me for fo being, than I evtr did before. 
Permit me therefore, by this opportunity,' 
A 6 iQh 
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12 LETTER I. 

to employ all my rhetoric to diflipate your 
- difcontent ; that you may approve the mo- 
tives which have induced me to take this 
ftep, that you may reftore me to your fa- 
vor, and that I may be enabled to recon- 
cile my reafon with my paffion. 

You know that I am naturally curious^ 
and that I have^made great efforts to dif- 
cover the fecrcts of Free Mafonry, but 

' without the leaft effeft. I have found men 
that have been the moft indifcreet in other 
refpefts, the mofl impenetrable in this mat- 
ter. There was therefore no other way for 
me to take, but to get admiflion into their 
focietyj and I do folemnly aflure you, 

* Madam, that I do.not in the leaft repent it. 
That a man may be very honeft and ve* 
ry happy without being a Free Mafon, I 
readily allow ^ ,but this argument is equaly 
applicable to every obje£t that excites our 
curiofity, and even to many of the moft 
pleafing parts 9f lear|iing. If we banifh 
cyriofity, the do&ti o^increaling our know- 
ledge, 
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L E T T E R I. 13 

ledge, from the world, there is at once an 
end of all improvement in fcience: the moft 
ingenious, the moft pleafing inventions and 
difcoverys woud be loft in darknes. And 
who can fay how far the knowledge of 
thbfeobjefts, of whofeeffence, whofe prin- 
ciples* we are abfolutely ignorant, may 
lead us ? That whicji at firft appears frivo- 
lous, frequently becoms, in the hands of a 
flcilful man, highly ufeful. I do not pride 
myfelf in being of the number of thcfe, 
but I am fully fatisfyd that I fliall have a 
better claim to it by being a Free Mafon. 
; You will not require, I am perfuaded, 
that 1 flioud explain to you our mifEcrys ; 
you are much too prudent. You woud 
entertain a paffion for a man of honor, and 
not for a tr^tor, a monfter. It is my in- 
tereft to convince you of my difcretion, 
and to make you fenfible that a man who 
can keep a fccret from the woman he 
adores, ought to* be efteemd by her as wor- 
thy to have other fccrcts to keep. You 

*^ muft 
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muft therefore conimend my diitcrerion antf' 
nouriih my virtue. I ihall not, at the fame 
jitne^ keep from you any ififormatron cod- 
ccrfting our fociety that k h in my power 
to give: but for its mifterys, they ard 
fecncd t 

-One reflexiofiy thatdiffipated my fcru* 
jdcs ami haftend my reception, was^ that 
I knew this order to be compofed of a great 
number of very worthy men -, and whom I 
was fure woud never have twice enterd a 
lodge, if any thing had pasd there that was 
in the leaft incompatible with a charafter 
of the ftrideft virtue. It is true, that into^ 
this fanftuary of virtue there fomtimes fteat. 
unworthy brethren, men whofe morals and 
condu6tare not fuch as coud be wifhd : 
but fuch is the condition of ^11 things in- 
this world, that the good and the bad are 
inevitably mixd with each other ; for the 
fmall nnmber of twelve apoftles was not 
exempt from one unworthy member. I 
did not expcd,- by becoming a Free Mar- 

font 



y Google 



L E T T E R h 15 

fon, to be introduced to a fociety of angels, 
but of worAy men ; and I have not beea 
difappointcd. 

1 readily confefs, that >^hat is calld Free 
Mafonry may be made a difgrace as well a^ 
ornament to focietyr If a company of 
young fellows, deftitute of fens and merit, 
affcmWc in the form of a lodge, and aft6r 
performing certain ridiculous mummerys^ 
proceed to fcenes of debauchery, certainly 
nothing can be more deteftable than fucb 
an affembly. But if you confider our foci- 
ety as the moft folemn and perfeft frater- 
nity that ever exifted upon the earth ; ii> 
which there is no diftinftioh of men by the 
language they fpeak, by the, drefs they 
wear, by the rank to which they were born^ 
or the dignitys they pofles ; who regard 
the whole world but as one republic, of 
which each nation forms a family, and each 
individual a member 5 who endeavour by 
thcfe means to revive the primitive maxims 
cf mankind in the greateft pcrfedion ; to 

unite 
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unite uoder their banner men of know 
ledge, virtue and urbanity ; whofe mem- 
bers mutualy defend each other by their 
authority, and enlighten each other by 
their knowledge 5 who Sacrifice all perfonal 
refentment ; who banifh from their lodges 
all that can difturb the tranquility of mind 
or the purity of manners ; and who, in the 
intervals of their delightful labors, enjoy 
the innocent pleafures of life : if I fay, you 
regard Mafonry in this light, you muft 
agree that the intereft of this fociety muft 
be that of the whole race of mankind •, and 
that it muft operate on the human heart in 
a manner that religion itfelf cannot cffed: 
without great difficulty. 

It is not therefore wonderful, that this 
order has been fomtimes encouraged and 
fomtimes perfecuted by the ruling powers 
in a ftate : they who commend and they 
who blame may have their reafons 5 but 
* nothing can be more unjuft or ridiculous, 
tl^an to imagin that the fecret aflemblys of 

the 
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LETTER I. ^7 

the Free Mafohs can tend to difturbthefc- 
curity or tranquility of a ftatc : for tho our 
doors are (hut againft the profane vulgar, 
they are at all times open to fbvereigns and 
magiftrates ; and how many illuftrious 
princes and ftatefmen do we count among 
our brethren ? If ought pasdin our lodges 
that was dangerous or criminal, muft they 
not have been long fincc abolilhd ? But the 
experience of many ages, during which 
this order has never been known to per* 
form any actions but thofe of morality and. 
munificence, is a ftronger argument in iti 
favor than any I can produce. I (hall 
therefore fay no more on this matter ^ and 
I Ihoud not have faid fo much if I did not 
knpw that you are capable of feeling the 
force of thcfe arguments : for you have too 
much difcernmcnt to fuffcr yourfelf tp be 
direfted by that prejudice and caprice 
which has fo much dominion over the com- 
mon rank of women. If with a plcafmg 
£gur, and a graceful manner, you poflesd 

only 
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.only a common way of thinking, I fhoud 
Jove you only as women are commonly 
loved, that is to fay, for the gratificatiott 
of defire, and for felf intercft. But my af- 
fedion is founded on a fens of your real 
merit, on the dignity of .your mind, and 
the fimplicity,of your heart. If this affec-^ 
tion is of any value with you, prefcrve it^ 
Madam, by returning to your reafbn, and 
by diillpating thofe traniient clouds which 
have eclipfcd, for a monn^nt, that favor« 
able opinion you have hitherto entertaind 
of me : and permit me to aflure you, by 
the faith of a Mafon, that my love 
endure as long as my life. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 



P.S. Ilierqwith fend you apairof ladys 

* gloves, that were given- me by the lodge 

at my reception. The apple was decreed 

by Paris to the moft beautiful, but thefe 

gloves are for the beft beloved. To whom 

coud 
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L E T T E R L 19 

coud I offer them but to you ? May you 
receive them as a mark of my fincere devo- 
tion ! I fhall here add an apology, that 
one of our brothers at Paris^ M. Procop, 
has lately made for the order of Mafons* 
You will there find, in very pleafing vers, 
part ofthofe arguments I have been juft 
giving you in dull profe. They ar« at 
follows : 

I. 
QJU O I met Frires, fouffr^ yottt^ 

Que notre auguft compagnie^ 
Soic fans cefie expofee aux coupt 

De la plus noire calomoie i 
Non c'eft trop endurer d^injurieux foup^oni^ 

SbuiFres qu'a tous ici ma voix fe faQeemeDdri^ 

Permett^ moi de leur apprendre 
Ce que ceft que ios Franca Maf(ms« 

IL 
Les gens de notre ordre toujours 
Gagfient a fe faire connoitre : 
Et je pretends par mes dtfcoursi 
Infpirer le defir de Tetre 

Qu'cft 
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Qu^eft ce qu*un Franc^-Ma^on ? en voici le pbr« 

trait 5 
. C'cft nn bon citoyen^ un fujet plein dc zclc j 

A fon prince, a Terat fidele : , 
£t de plus un ami parfait. 

in. 

Ch^s nous regne une liberte 

Toujours foumife a la decence. 
Nous y goutons la volupte^ 

Mais fans que le Ciel s*en offenfe* 
Quoique aux yeux du public, not plaifirt relent 
lecrets, [drc. 

Aux plus aufteresloixVordre fait nousaftt^in« 
^ Lti Franc-Masons n*on; point a craindre % 
Ni lea remordsi ne let regrets. 

IV. 

Le but) ou tendent nos defleint 

Eft de faire revivrc Aftree, 
£t de remettre les bumains 

Come lis etoient du terns de Rhee. 
On nous Voit fulvre tous des fentierspeubattus: 

Nous cherchons a batir, et tous nos edifices 

Sont ou des cachots pou^ les vices^ 
Ou des temples pour les virtua. 
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Je veux avast que de finir. 

Nous difculper aupr^s des belles^ 
Qui penfent devoir nous punir 

Du refus que nous faifons d'elles^ 
S'il leur pft delFendu d'entrer dans nos maifont^ 

C^et ordre ne doit point exciter leur colere^ 

Elle nous en loureront^ j'efpere 
Lors qu'elles fauront nos raifons. 

• VI. 

Beau fexe, nous ayons pour vous 

Et du refpea, et<le Teftime, 
Mais auffi nous vous ci'aignons tous^ 

£t n6tre crainte eft legitime. * 

Helas ! on nous aprend pour premiere le^on, 

Quece fut de vos mains qu'Adftn refut k 
pomme, 

£t que, fon vos confeils, tout homme 
Natroit^ peut*£tre> Franc-Ma^on. 



IMITA. 
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IMITATION. 
I. 
SHALL Enirys tongue, with llander foul^ 

My brothers^ hrand our race auguft, 
Inceflant fhiW the fury howl. 

Licking Mack venom from the duft ? 

Na, tis tbo much theie rancorous taints to bear : 
Rife, generous M^fe ! Our fpotles fame 
To the wide world aloud proclaim. 

And what a Mafon is moft free declare. 

n. 

In virtue clear we court the light, 

Revered the mcJre, the more we are known : 
And fain the Mufe woud here excite. 

Each wq(thy. man the name to own. 
ItCt the Free Mafon then to all appear : 

Behold the man each prince admires. 

Behold the friend each man delires. 
For ever loiaf, zealous, and fmcere. 

IIL . 

Fair Liberty, with Order bland. 

And radiant Pleafure, lovd fo well. 
With Tctnperance fage, in feemly band, 
/ Witbiniour walls forever dwell. 



From 



8 
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From vulgar eyes our pl^llires tho we fcreen. 
Yet rigorous Jaws our ad^. rcAr^n : 
Remors or ajiguiih ne'er can p^ip 

The 'Mafon^.br^aft^^ nor doudhU mmd.ftrpoci, 

TheconftanMihi^of aJl ourpl^nr 

Is toreiHu'e Afl^eas i^igti ; 
Tfcjfe d^pfilliTrutk may guardtour landfs. 

While hateful Guile {hall prowl iti vain. 
Each lonely path with ftru<5tures we adorn. 

And all the buildings which we rais. 

Are temples that the Virtues grace; 
Or prifons clofe for the foul Vices form. 

V. 

While thus to man our praife I fing, ' 

Let not the fofter fex repine, 
Ncr angry charge againft us bring. 

That we their favors dare decline. 
If from their fteps our fanAuarys we guard, 

Wbeaibf yvthe reafon juft Ihall know, 

Refentmerit they can never fhow. 
But rather with due prais our caution will reward. 

VL 
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VI. 

Refplendent fex ! in whom combine^ 
Each brillistnt charm, each tender grace; 

With awe we trow before your {brine. 
But ftill we fear you while we praife i 

For in our earlyefi lefTon is it faid ; 
If Adam had but once witbftood. 
By female charms what feemd fo good* 

Nature each man, tis like^ a Mafon wend htVe 
. made. 



LETTEk 
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L E T T E R ir. 

To M. von B ♦ * * at Schwcrin. 

S I R, Hambourg^ Junt 6, 1738. 

YO U coud not give mc more agree- 
able or more interefting news, than 
thcreturn of M. vonE— -*-toSchwenn: for 
I owe him infinit obligations. I endea- 
vour to difcharge this debt in part, by 
thofe fentiments of gratitude, admiration^ 
and rcfpcft which I entertain for him ; but 
unhappily I am conftrained to confine them 
to my heart, till fortune (hall furnifli mc 
with the means of, realizing that barren ac* 
knowledgment which I have made him in 
the cnclosd letter, and which I intreat you 
will communicate to him. Has not the life 
of this gallant man. Sir, been, checkcrd 
with very Angular revolutions.^ Bom a 
Vol. III. , B Silefian 
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Silefian gentleman, he confecrated all his 
youth to ftudy, and made a moft happy 
progres in the fciences. Inundations, wars, 
every poffible calamity, fell upon his father, 
and reduced him to a ftafe of indigence. 
Merit, in the uniform of misfortune, finds 
it extremely difficult to advance, in a 
country where external pomp and fplendor 
are regarded as matters of importance. 

Young M. von E , maugrc all his ta* 

lents and all his efforts, coud find no op* 
portunity of fucceeding in hLs own coun- 
try, but was obliged to follow his forttme 
to the banks of the Elbe. He changed 
his name, and came to Hambourg. You 
know. Sir, that in a commercial city it is 
the caduce of Mercury which i^ the fceptre 
that diftributes honors and difpepfca rijcfecs. 
The difciples of Apollo and Minerva 
march flowly on, and by an obfcurfe cir- 
cuit, to the temple of the blind gbddcs* 
M. von E — —was obliged to tafccron him 
the jprofeffion of. a^ Nlcntpr, and fownd itt 
Jxis learning a rcfource againft indigence. 

.1 . - My' 
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My father made the acquifition of his ta- 
lents. This was the firft and the grcatteft 
happines of my life 5 but by which unfor- 
tunately I did not profit fo much as I 
ought. The charms of pleafur -and the 
impetuofity of paflion, hurry us in our 
youth toward the luxurys of Epicurus, and 
hide from us thofe of Lucretius ; I mean 
thofe real pleafures which arife for the ftudy 
of the fciences and the arts. Nevertheles I 
did not fail to acquire fome found learning* 
under fo able a preceptor. But M. von 

E foon found the fphere of Hambourg 

too fmall for his talents, and fought after' 
better engagements. In faft it was ther^, 
being in a manner the diredor of a puppet- 
fliew. His merit became known at the court 
of his Serene Highnes the duke of Meek;- 
lenboui^, and he was appointed to the im-^ 
portant employ of fub governor to the he- 
reditary prince. You know, Sir, perfcftly 
well, that he acquitted himfelf in a manner 
worthy of his charge, and that after having 
conduced his illuftrbus pupil through the 
B z career 
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career of his youthful ftudys, he rcfignd 
him, endowd with the moft noble accom* 
plifhments, into the hands of the duke his 
father. That prince, fo wife and good, 
the court and the whole people -have been 
equally contented with the fucccs of M. 
von E - . It gives me the utmoft plea- 
fure. Sir, to learn by your letter, that he 
has fucceeded equally well in his commiC- 
fion to the court of Ruflia, and that he is 
returned loaded with prefents and honors^ 
If my wifhes are fulfild, he will continue 
to enjoy many years, in that very honora- 
ble pod where his Highnes the duke has . 
placed him ; the approbation of his maf- 
t^, and all thofe advantages, which a fub- 
jedl fo^ible and Co upright as himfelf, has 
reafon to expeft from his faithful fervices. 
As . he has formerly vouchfafed m^ the 
llrongeft marks of tender affeftion, I en* 
treat that you will endeavour to fecure to 
me for the future, a fmall part of his 
kind regards : as I fhall labor to defervc 
the continuance of them, and if it be pof- 

fible. 
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fible, to do honor to that education which 
he has given me. 

lamj Sir, Your, &c. 

LETTER IIL 
To Baron von * * * at Hambourg. 

Frm mf D»mia% yi$y %0f 17 38. 

Molt venerable Mafter, 

YOU behave toward me, not as a 
brother, but as a father Mafon. You 
are defirous that I fhoud participate of the 
glory 9f . receiving the prince roial of 
i*ruffia into our order. I am/fully fenfibk 
of the high Value of this favor, and am 
ready to accompany you to Brunfwick, and 
there to regulatt the reception. It appears 
by the letter of the count of Lippc Buckc- 
t)ourg, that the idea of becoming a Free 
Mafon ftruck that great prince in a man- 
ner very fingular. You canriot but admire, 
B3 moft 
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moft vencrabk, the concatenation of un* 
conimon events. It was necejQTary that the 
kinjg of Pruffia flioud come with a nume- 
rous retinue to Loo, to vifit the prince of 
Orange ; that he fhbud be accompanyd by 
the prince roial ; that at table the conver- 
fation fhoud turn on free mafonry ; that 
the king flioud fpeak of it difadvantage- ' 
oufly 5 that count Lippe. flioud undertake 
its defence*; that he flioud not be dazzeld 
hy the authority of majefty -, but that with 
a noble freedom he flioud avow himfclf to 
be a free-mafon \ that, on going out from 
the entertainment, the prince roial flioud 
expres to him in confidence, a dcfire of be- 
coming a member of that fociety, and that 
he flioUd wifli his receptioa to be at 
Brunfwickj where the king his father had 
.jefolved to go, and where the concours 
of ftrangers of every fort, during the ap- 
proaching- fair, will give Icfs fufpicion of 
the arrival of the brother mafons, who are 
invited to come tTierc to form* a lodge for 
that purpofe i that count Lippe flioud ad- 

. dres 
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dres himfelf. Sir, to you, to procure to 
our order this glorious acquifitlon, and that 
your friendfliip fhoud induce you to re- 
member me, that I alfo might be of the 
party. Behold, moft venerable, a feries 
of remarkable incidents, which make mc 
prophefy a favorable iflue to this cnter- 
prife. You know that my prefent ftation ia 
difpkafing, and my country irkfom tome«] 
I refenabk.pne of tbofe plaots which are no<« 
thong worth if not tranfplantcd. At Ham-' 
bourg I fludU &C mofty^ run up to feed and 

jfcrife^ Perhaps the Great Difpofer of the 
univers will ^ve mc a better ftM"tune, and 
wUlUy the foundations of it at Brunfwick. 
1 api preparing all diings for my journey. 
For die reft, 1 know pcrfedly well how nc-^ 

'ccfiary it is to obferve a profound filencc 
with regard to an expeditkxi of fb much* * 
delicacy. Do mejthe jufttce to believe me 
tQ be, with all the zcal>, and. all the attach*^ 
meat of a mafon, &c» 
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LETTER IV. 

To M. von St. * ^ ^ at Hambourg* 

BrUfi/kjuiekf Auguft 24, 1 738. 

"VT OUR vikncHas fever, my moft dear 
-*• brother, appears to me more infolent 
than that of the princess Urania. It has 
not only attacfcd you in the flower of your 
^ays, but has laid this fnare for you at a 
period that might have influenced all the 
.remainder of your life. It has deprived 
you of the glory and the advantage of hav- 
ing afilfted at the reception of the prince 
roial of Fruffia, and^ of there performing 
the office of overfeer, to which you was 
appointed. How unfortunate ! " Turn it 
*• out then^ whatever may be faid of your 
** rich appartmcnt, this vilanous fever/* 
and be radically cured agatnft our return^. 
Wc4io not cxpcft to make any long ftay 

at 
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tt Brunfwick, becaufe there is here one 
crownd head too many, who might difcover 
that we have receivd the prince his fon into 
our order, and in his ill humor might be 
wanting, in refpe^ to the moft venerable- 

In the mean time, my dear brother, I 
fhall acquit myfelf of my promis, and 
here employ the firft moments of my lei- 
fure, in giving you an exafl; account of Our 
journey and fucces* 

We left Hambourg, Baron O — i— , Baron 

L , and myfelf, the tenth of Auguft, 

and arrived the next evening at the gates 
of Brunfwick. The officers of the cuftoma 
began to examin our baggage. This autho- 
ritave ceremony put us into a great con- 
fternation. Judge of our cmbarrafment. 
We had with us a large tVunk fiUd with the 
fiirniture^infigns, and inftruments neceffary 
for holding a Lodge. All thefe might be 
deemd contraband, notwithftanding the . 
privilege of the fair. We held a council 
inftantly. If the officer Ihoud perfift in 
opening the trunk, there was nothing ta 
B 5 be 
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be done but to declare ourfelves coojurert 
Dr mountebanks. But wfewerc foon cafd 
of our fears -, for by virtue of a ducat 
tvhich I flipd into the officers hand, he dcJ^ 
dared that we were perfons of quality, and 
incapable of defrauding the cuftoms. 
We tbok up our quarters at the hotel o^ 
Corn : it is the principal inn of the town j 
any where els it woud be reckond a tolera- 
ble good alehous. Count L y count 

K— — i and baron A of Hanover, 

arrived there almoft at the fame inftant, 
and joind us the fariie night* Rabon, valet 

de chambre to M. O ^ and a good ma- 

fon, was appointed to do the dutys of a 
tiler, and acquitted himfelf to a miracle. 

The next morning, the cannons of the 
rampart declared the arrival of the king 
©f Pruflla and his train. The prcfcnce of a 
crownd head, and the affluence of all forts 
of ftrangers, which the fair has brought ta 
Brunfwick, makes the town appear highly 
animated. We agreed that none of us 

fliond appear at GOurt> except count L 

8 whon» 
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whcrni we deputed to the pHnce rpial to* 
KcSivc his orders^ relative tq the day, the 
Iiour^ and place of his xeception. H. R. H, 
appointed the night between the 14th and 
i*5th, and chofc itAoud.be in our ^ppait- 
ttient, which }¥as in fa6t very fpadousi. 
and quit^ convenient for the bufines. There 
was only one inconvenience, which was 
the vicinity of M, W-i — -who lived in the 
appartment adjoining to our antichaniber», 
and was feparated from it only by a thia 
partition. He might therefore have heard 
all, and told alL Thifi reflexion alarmd 
us ; but as our Hanoverian brethren knew 
the hour at which he was wont to drown» 
as the fong fays, his forrowful reafon in 
wine, we feized his foible; we attackd him, 
by turns, after dinner, and being prepared 
to encounter with him at chinking of 
glafTcs, vic left him toward night Jf^ faft,, 
that he woud have flept by the iide.of 9^ 
battery ; and the thyrfus of Badchus ferved 
us, on this pccafion, as efFeftually as coud 
have done thefinger of the god Harpocratcs- 
B 6 ^ Oui 
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- On the i4th the whole day was fpent in 
preparations for fhc lodge 5 and a litle 
after midnight we faw arrives the prince 

roial, accompanyd by count W ^ cap-^ 

tain in the kings regiment at Potfdamh 
The prince prefented this gentlemaa as a 
candidate whom he recommcmled ; and 
whbfe reception he wifhd immediately to 
Succeed his own. l^e defircd «is likewife 
to omit in hk reception not any one rigo- 
roqs ceremony, that was ufed in fimilar 
cafes ; to grant him no indulgence what-- 
ever ; but gave us leave on this occafion.ta 
treat him merely as^ a* private perfon. la 
a word, he was received with alL the ufual 
and^requifit formal tys. I admired his in^ 
trcpidity, the Icrcnity of his countenance^ 
and his graceful deportment, even in thc^ 
mod critical moments. S had prepared a 
jBiortaddres, of which, he teftrfyd his appro* 
bation. 'After, the two receptions, we o- 
pencd the lodge, and praceeded to our 
work. He appeared highly delighted, and 
acquitted himfelf with as much dexterity 
a3 difcernment. , 

Ida 
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I do aflurc you, my dear brother, that 
I have conceived very great expedations 
from this prince. He is not of a remark- 
able ftature; and woyd not have been 
chofen to have ruled in the place of Saul ; 
but when we confider the ftrenglb and 
beauty of his genius, we cani>ot but defire^ 
for the profperity df the people, to fee him 
fill the throne of Pruflia. His features 
are highly pleafing, with a fprightly look 
and a noble air; and it depends altogether 
on himfelf to appear peifeftly engaging; 
A petit matire of Paris woud not perhaps 
admire his^Frifore ; his hair however is of 
a bright brown, carelefly curld, bit well 
adapted to his countenance; His large 
blue eyes have at once fomething fevere, 
foft^ and gracious. I was furprized to find 
in him fo youthful an air •. His behavior 
m every refpecl, is that q£ a perfon- of ex- 



* The prince was at xbn time iii his twcnty-ftyenth 

alted 



y Google 



3? LETTER lY. 

altpd rank^ and be is the maft polite man> 
ki all that ktngdcun over which he is bom^ 
to rule, tje gaye to T- ¥• Maft^jr B. voiv 
O. * * * the moft delicate and flattering, 
inftances of regard. I fay nothing of his^ 
moral ^ualicys : if woud be difficult to dif- 
fern thena at one Hiterview ; but I protcft: 
to you, that. there w^s no part of his con- 
Terfation which .did not mark great dignity 
of mind, and the utmdft benevolence of 
temper : and for the truth of this I appeal) 
to the public voice. 

All wa$ flni(h«d foon after four in thr 
morning : the prince returnd to the dukc%; 
palace v ^nd in all appearance as well fa-^ 
tisfyd with us, as we were charmd with^ 
him* I haftend to bed, completely fa- 
tigued with the bufmefs of this fair day *. 

• The free m^fons have certainly good rea/bn to 
plume themfelvcs on having for their brother, one who* 
is undoobtedly the greateft genius of any prince in Eu«- 
fope ; but if they think that this, or any other relation,, 
will fupply with that wife prince the place of merit; 
they are greatly deceived. Somtime fince, a free-- 

mafou 
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We 0^11 fend today, to receive from 
eur mo^ iUuftrious brother, orders rela^- 
live to our return. To night we feall go.. 
to the Italian Opera, which they fay is a^ 
Ycry fine one > and to morrow, I believe^ 
we Ihall fet oflF for Hambourg^ where I 
well hope for the pleafure pf embracing 
you* Jam, &c. 



L E T T E R V. 
To M. VGtt E * • ♦ at Schwerim 

Hamburg, Mar, iz^ 1739*- 

IT i^ you that have formd my mind 
and my heart i I have therefore a^ 
fort of right to regard you as my father,. 

mfoQ, th«y fay, endcavottrd to iatrade himfelf on 
die king by virtae of this connexion, but the mo^ 
Qarch finding that the man had no other merit, toolc 
no notice of him ; he therefore -determindio enforce 
his applicatioti by making the king a fign, which he 
anfwered, by tttrning his back upon lis brother ma* 
hi^r attd Ufticg up the hind flap of his coat. 

lUld 
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and perhaps as Ibmething more. This, 
Sir, is the tender and facred title, which 
authorifes me to afk your advice, in an 
affair which is to me the moft important 
in the world, as it regards a determination 
on which depends the futur happines or mr* 
fcry of my life. 1 think I fee you at this 
pioment. You knit your brow, you wrinkle 
your forehead, you fmife, but it is with a • 
mixture of feverity, and you foftly fay j fir 
then ! my young ftarling is caught by love 
in the matrimonial trap ! No, Sir, no, be 
fatisfyd k is not fb. I am thotrghtks I 
confes, but not fa thoughtles as that comes 
to. I have remarj^d, that when a man is 
marryd, all the women look upon him as 
a mere hors d'oeuvre ; the moA fprightly 
eyes have no vivacity for him ^. his chafl: ^ 
moiety alone, loads him with carefles, 
but with fo cold a tone, that the blood 
freezes in my veins when I think on it; 
Who can bear the ridicule of the arch 
looks,, demure countenance, and precife 
comjplimeats of a fine woman ? and who 

conftantly 
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conftantly feems to fay at the fame time^ 
** pray take notice, that I behave as be- 
"" comes a woman of lionor." In faft. 
Sir, this farce> exhibited in public, and 
conftantly repeated, woud be infupportablc 
to me. There is no paffion fo ftrong, over 
which time, aided by a la>¥ful enjoyment, 
does not triumph : and .matrimony is an 
eternal engagement. It is embarking on 
a fea whofe bounds no one knows, and 
where one of the tv^o who embark toge- 
ther muft neceflarily perifh. I am fpeak- 
ing all the time of thofe happy matches 
only, which are pointed out by all the 
world,, and which a thoufand marryd peo- 
ple envy. But what mifery when fuch a 
match is badly made? You kive made 
me read in the Hiftory of the Church, that 
the moft cruel martyrdom, which the 
Chrifltans were made to fuffer irvthe firft « 
perfecutions was, the tying living, to dead 
bodys, and making them perifh by their 
loathfbm companions. 'Whenever I iee ^ 
fine woman bound in the bonds of wed- 
lock 
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lock to an ugly bear, or a blooming youth 
to a filthy fow, I have faid to myfelf, a- 
las! poor viftiin ! thou muft perifli like 
the prinoitive martyrs ! No^ my dear Men- 
tor, it is no fuch matter ; I will prefervc 
as long as poflible, that influence which I 
have now over the lovely fair ones : for I 
ftioud think myfelf guilty of treachery to 
the whole fex, to marry in.thefc earjy,day$. 
The bufmcls I h^e here tio prpf^olj^ is ^f 
a very different natur. The moH>enc is ar- 
rived in which Provi^ejice ieenis to point 
out to me the career of my fprtuo?, aad 
to determine mf ip fixii>g my ftation in 
life. The ftate of the cafe, Sir, is this : 

The prince i;oial of Pruffia, to whom 1 
have had^ by a fmgialar event, the honor 
of making my court at the fi^ir at Brunf- 
vrick, ha« fent hither the count of Trouch- 
fes Wajdbwrgi .<?oloo<?l in the fcrvice of 
the )<;ing his father. This gentkman is 
taU, and well made, and coemaads our 
cftecrn by his birth, his figur, his noble 
aira and by the charnjs ofamoft agreeable 

convcB- 



y Google 



L E T TE R V. 4j 

converfation. Among fcveral other com- 
miflions he was dire&ed to call on me, and 
to difcover if I had any inclination to en- 
ter into the fervice of his R. H. He made 
the propofition in form* This queftion, I 
confcs to you, Sir, difconcerted me greatly. 
A thoufand confufed ideas rufhd at once 
upon my mindi but to gain time for more 
mature confideration, I replyd with referve, 
that the life of a courtier appeard to me 
tx) have many alluring charms, but that hi- 
therto I had been only able to judge of it 
by exterior appearances : that I fhoud be 
very glad to find an opportunity of becom- 
ing acquainted with the intrinfic merit of a 
court, efpecialy of that where I propofed 
to fix my ftation, for that it was not natu- 
ral to have an afiedion for any objed^ 
without being firft acquainted with it. The 
count approvd of my obfervation ; and we 
agreed that 1 (houd repair to Rheinfturg, 
a pleafur palace where the prince roial fre- 
quently holds his court, and where he will 
permit me to <#:r (be firft ii^bnces of 

my 
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my devotion. The Baton von D ♦ * *, 
on whom I fuppofe there are like views, is 
to be of the party, and we fhall travel to- 
gether. In the mean time I endeavour to 
fender count Troiichfes every little fervice 
that is in my power, to facilitate all his 
commiffions, and to procure him every a- 
mufement which this city can aflfbrd. 

Behold, 5ir, a very brilliant profpeft, 
but a very troublefome road, and one that 
may chance to lead to a precipice. Vouch- 
fefe^ for a mome^nt, to lay afide that ex- 
treme polrteefs which is rtatural to you, 
and that cxces of predileftion which yoa 
entertain for me: affume again your an- 
cie^it right of governor, fpeakto me with, 
that freedom, and with that republican fpi- 
rit of truth, of which you contrafted f^ 
noble a habit at Hambourg ; and not in 
the enameld dialed of a court, which 
leaves fo much 'room for equivocation, and 
which favors fo litle of friendfliip, • 

Do you think mc fprmd for a courts 
Am I of a composition that may be lafefql 

or 
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agreeabk to a great prince ? and to fuch 
a prince ? who is perhaps on the eve of 
, mountbg one of the firft thrones in Eu- 
rope, and who is prepared to fill it with all 
the accomplilhments of a Csefar ; who is 
at this iaftant ftudying his part in a retreat, 
and who has already attrafted the regards 
and the wi(hes of every ftatlon. The Pruf- 
lians efpecially, who at this day refcmblc - 
thofe idolaters that while they waited the 
rifing of the fun, admired, full of expeAa- 
tions, the beauty of the precceding aurora : 
I, indeed, admire with them, but it is 
with trembling. I fhudder when I think I 
am to approach fo near, and do not know 
whether ,my flight textur can bear the fer- 
vor of his rays : I am, fearful of being cal- 
cind inftead of becoming poUflid and dura- 
ble. I implore your aid. Sir, either to fortify 
ray refolution, or diffipate my anxietys. No 
one knows fo well as you the litle merit 
that 1 have, and all that belongs to the the- 
atre of a court. Guide therefore my ftcps, 
my voice, my a^on, my whole condu6b 

on 
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on this theatre, fo ftrange to me ! for with«» 
out your inftrudions I fhali make but a bad 
entrance on this ftage^ and repeated hiflcs 
will inevitably drive me off. 

I have the honor to be, fcc 

LETTER VL 

To Madam Von ^ ^ ^ ^ at 
Hambourg. 

Shiftfiirgf Aug. 21, 1 739. 

Madam, 

TH O we are on the. point, M. yon 
0**andmyfelf, ofqirittingRheinf- 
berg, I think I fhoud preface my re- 
turn to Hambourg, with this account of 
our journey. I forfee it will be a long one, 
for 1 have many things to tell you. If far 
riety Ihoud furprife ' you when you have 
got but half way through it, remember 
that it is ziM altio^tfattr niyiault; for it 

was 
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isras your plcafure to Jiavc every thing in 
detail^ and I am ignorant of the art of dif- 
obeying your commands. 

That there might be no fufpicion of 
the motive of our journey, the prince 
roial had orderd us, as you know, to pro- 
ceed fixait to Berlin, and to aflume the 
appearance of ftrangers drawn thither by 
curiofity. We arrivd quite fafe, in a very 
decent equipage, and at the fame time 
fufficicntly fplendid to draw attention. I 
was ftruck with the beauty of this city. 
My extreme prejudice for Paris^ had made 
me believe I fhoud never after fee any 
thing of the kind that was magniSceht ; 
but 1 protcft to you that Berlin is very 
litle inferior, either in the eltcnt for circuit, 
the grandedr and elegance of building, or 
the fomkanddifpofitionof the ftreets. This 
City has even fomethlng in it more elegant 
and xhearful than Paris. The river Sprec- 
nins thro it, and is tkere divided into two 
large branches, on the borders of whkh 
are formd very bandfom qi)ay^ and over 

which 
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which are conftrufted feyeral bridges that 
are at once folid, and of an elegant archi** 
teftur. The principal bridge efpccialy, which 
leads to the palace, is remarkably grand. 
We there fee the equeftrian ftacue of the 
great eleftor Frederic William in bronz» 
on a pedeftal of white marble, with four 
Haves at the angks, which are likewife in 
bronz. This piece is finely executed after 
the defign of the famous Schluter, archite^ 
to Frederic, the fifft king of Prufiia. 
There are found difperfcd in feveral quar- 
' ters of Berlin, admirable monuments of 
the ability of this artift, as well as of 
that of the illuflrious general Bott, his ce- 
lebrated rivah The palace, the arfenal, 
the foundery for cannon, the academy of 
fculpture, feveral churches, and the front 
of th« poft«»hous, are pieces of architeAur 
as perfect as any that are to be found on 
this fide the Alps. I fliall not attempt a 
defcriptibn of thcfe, as you will find them 
in the Memoirs of Baron Pollnitz, which 
you take To muchpleafure in Reading. There 

arc 
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are very few parts of Berlin where there 
are now to be found any remains of Go- 
thic architeftur. The tafte of ancient 
Gpcecc, of Rome, and modern Italy, pre- 
vails in general in all the new edifices. The 
king greatly encourages building, by giving 
tohisfubjeftsthe materials for conftrudlion, 
and leaving them to pay for the workman- 
lliip only. So that we fee ftreets, quar- 
ters, fuburbs, of entire new buildings : ' 
but it is to be lamented that the difpofition 
of thefe quarters, and the connexion of the 
ftreets^ has not beenformd on a more eli- 
gible plan. On the whole, it appears to 
me that the king has but title taite, and 
that he will leave to his fon, even io Ber- 
lin itfelf, many deficiencys to fupply, and 
numberles occafions of difplaying his tafte 
and fublime talents. 

Oil entering Berlin by the gate of Char- 
lotenbourg, we firft travers a handforft 
place that i^ calld the Square, and from 
thence we pafi to the new town, under ^ 
long range of fix rows of lime trees, which 
Vol. Ill* C pcrtop 
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oertop the roafs of the houfes that border - 

this ftrect, which- is of a very uncommon 

width, and has an cnclofur in the midle, 

that forms a public walk, and the ajleys 

.on each fide of it ferve as a cours for the 

coaches. On going out from this w^lk we 

difcover at once the academy, the palacp 

of the prince roial, the arfenal, and the 

kings palace. It was eleven in forenoon ^ 

the day was as ferene and bright as can 

jpoffibly be imagined ; and two battalions 

of infantry, with a fquadron of huffars, 

were ranged on the parade, in the garden 

before the kings palace. I confes to you, 

'Madam,. that this group of fine buildings, 

and the firft fight of the Pruffian troops 

under arms, ftruck me with rapture :• but 

I did not long remain fo : for our poftilion 

who was not fo rapt with the fight, drove 

furioufly on, and in an inftant we found 

Gurfelves at the hotel of Vincent, in the 

Brothers Street This is one of the beft 

inns of Germany. Every thing is here 

in the French tattej there is good lodg- 



y Google 



LETTER VL 51 

ing, good bedding, good eating and 
drinking, and all at very reafonable rates. 
We notifyd our arrival firft to count 
Trouchfes, who had the politenes to wait 
on us as fooji as the parade was over. Wc 
returned him the vifit after dinner. I 
Ihoud. rejoice, Madam^ if you eoud fee hi* 
dwelling. It is neither a hous, nor a tent, 
iior an empty hut, nor a grand buildings 
in fliort, there is no particular iw)rd by 
which we can diftinguifli . it. It is an af- 
fcmblage of a great nunaber of rooms, 
of aialoon, a gallery, a grotto, and feve- 
ral clofcts, all on the ground floor, with* 
out any particular entrance, or any thing 
that can be calld a front ; and neverthe* 
Ics very convenient, very well difpofed, 
and furnifbd; with a great deal of tafte^ tho 
without nfiagi^ificeiice. The dining room 
looks into a large garden^ that is nude 
out of an old rampart, and is confequently 
as irregular and odd as the hous, and at 
the fame time not. lefs agreeable ; all the 
W9U&S (^nfifti^f alleys termiixated by abrupt 
C2 angles. 
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angles. t)\rcr the outfide of the dining- 
room there is a pediment in the Italian 
tafte, which is decorated by three fmall 
ftatues that reprefent three genii. The firft 
holds the plan of the building j the fecond 
a pmrfe, which he opens, and fliuts his eyes 
at the fame time ; and the third is fcratch^ 
ing his ears. A droll but true reprefen- 
tation of what has literaly happend to poor 
count Trouchfes, arid which has happend 
to many more worthy men, who in all 
other rcfpefts have been as wife as Solo- 
mon •, but have had like him a paffion for 
building.' 

It is a very amiable mortal, this fame 
count of Trouchfes, with refped to fociety ! 
There is fomething in his converfation 
which appears to me fo fprightly, that it 
too frequently makes that of others feem 
dull : it is judicioufly fcafond with the pre- 
cife doie of attic fait, and always accom- 
panyd with the court air. I have fcarcc 
ftird out of his hous, and he has loaded 
me with favors, in that polite manner 

which 
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^bich is natural to him. He has a thou- 
fand virtues, a thoufand good qualitys^ 
with fome fmall faults, which form, fo to 
fay, the fhades of the pidure, and make 
it rtiore agreeable than one that were ihiftly 
faultles, if fuch a one were poflible. The 
greateft of his defefb is that of not being 
a good mailer, and of growling inceflantly 
at his domeftics, even in the prefence of 
his vifitors. He has among others an old 
valet, who is the eternal objeA of his ill 
humor^ tl^e plaftroh of all his furious at- 
tacks. This poor fellow cannot crofs his 
appartment without incurring fome invec- 
tive, if he, fteps quick and firm, his mas- 
ter prefcntly exclaims, ** See there ! that 
^ old fcoundrel is (hod with iron, he fhakes 
«< the walls, and makes the glaiTes trem- 
«• ble." If he go foftly and on tiptoe, 
Trouchfes crys out, *' March, you dog ! 
«* are you lame ? muft you bait by the 
••way?** In Ihort, with him the door^is 
never open nor Ihut.. 
For the reft, Madam, we have had at 
C 3 Berlin 
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Berlin a mefi gracbus' reception in many 
of the principal houfcs, efpecialy in thofe 

of the marquis Von V , and at count 

K " y who are both gentlemen of diftin- 

guiflid merit : at Madam Von K , 

daughter of count G— , who is ambaffa- 
dor from fhe cpurt Qf Rqffia *t %h^ Hague ; 
and who hpni of t^c moft. amiably, the 
mofl: witty, %ni . 4t the f^me time mo^ 
virtuous ladys. in the \^orid. I think I 
coud live with h«r:in a defeff iflandp witln 
out cycr wiihiog fb^ otfe/5f pompany, 

I have aifo contraiSbied an acqpainlaftop 
withche marquis deCh -^— ; ^hp pa&d thro 
Berlin in bis way to PetcrftxjOPg; in qu»^ 
lity of ambafTador from Ffaaoe^ He talka 
like an oracle to the men, and fays manjr 
line thmgfi to the ladys. The Berlinians 
never fwcar but by him. The prince roial 
aj^ears to have a regard for him. He ha$ 
a very brilliant attendance : gentlemen of 
the ambafly, pages, fecrctarys in abun- 
dance, a maitre fi'hotel, an almoner, a nu- 
merous tmm of domeiGc^i and in fhort 
/ ;- 3 every 
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every thing calculated to impofe_on the an- 
cient Scythians. 

Laftly, Madam, we have performd the 
accuftomary employments of travelers : we 
have fcen the principal curiofitys of Ber- 
lin, the palace, the arfenal, the chamber of 
raritys, the cabinet of natural hiftory, the 
library, the foundery, &c. In all thefe 
there are fome things that are highly ex- 
cellent, but thofe who have any difcern^- 
ment do not, you know, admire every 
objcd: they behold 5 . but content them- 
felves with fomtimes teftifying theif appro- 
bation. 

The environs of Berlin are of a fandy 
foil, and not very pleafant. It is not eafy 
to conceive why the ancient fovereigns of 
this country did not eftablilh their refi* 
dence at Brandebourg rather than Berlin, 
for theformer is the natural capital of their* 
dominions, is fituatc in a charming cotrn-* 
try, and on the borders of the river MaveU 
whereas the latter isfurroundcd by a fandy^ 
defert, where nature produ$:es fet^ice any» 
C 4 thing. 
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thing, but aW is the work of . art. There 
is a village however that was Ihewn me, at 
a fmall diftance from this city, which is 
called Buckholtz, and which is fituate on 
a delightful fpot. It. is inhabited entirely 
by the French : they have here a handfom 
church, and a proteftant _pa!ftor of their 
own nation, and their habitations which are 
built in the rural ftyle, are at once elegant 
and convenient. It is a fight fingular 
enough, to fee in the centre of Germany, a 
a village where they fpeak nothing but 
French : they aflure me that there are fe- 
veral of the fame kind in this country. 
The French refugees and the natives of 
Brandehbourg have reciprocal and great 
obligations to each other. The former 
have found an afylum in that land^ and 
have there acquired fortunes, to which, 
they coud not have afpired in their own 
country : and in return they have taught 
the natives, arts, manufa£tures, and the cul- 
tivation of the" earth : for the Marche pro- 
duced formerly no vegeiable but parfley ; 

whereas 
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whereas wc now fee the country round 
Berlin abound in fruits, flowers, and plants 
of every kind, and of an exquifit tafte. 
Thanks to the nnanure which the refugees 
have pointed out to the gardeners of the 
country. 

His highnes the prince roial has orderd 
us to remain yet eight days at Rheinfberg : 
fo that I may ftill write you two more let* 
ters, of which the one may relate to our 
fojourn at Potfdam, and the other to that 
at Rheinfberg. This in the mean time is 
already too long. I muft now give you 
time to take breath. Notwithftanding the 
grandeurs and pleafurs with which I am 
furrounded, be aiTured, Madam, that there 
is no moment of my life in which I am 
not» &c% 
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To the fame. 

Rhe'mjbergi OB. l6, 1739. 

TH E prince roial gave us to i&nder- 
ftand that he had reafons for wilhing 
we woud make a tour to Potzdam, and 
we did not fail to obey his orders. This 
city, which is much fmalleir than the capi- 
tal, is the ordinary refidence df the king, 
and his regiment is there in garrifon. It is 
fituate on the borders of the Havel, or 
rather on a peninfuli formd by that river, 
at about twelve miles diftance from Berlin, 
and in a low and maffhy ground. When 
you are on the eminences which furround 
Potzdam, you fee it encompasd by water 
on every fide, as far as the view extends. 
Several ifles and prcfq'ifles feeni to rife out 
. . of 
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of thfc faolbm of d« watdrj andPfet^Ml 
beuag built on one of tbefei has, oiu riie 
fide next the palace and ihe kings garden,' 
Ipmthing of the air of Venice. This fitu* 
ation renders the air damp and unwhol- 
fom, and the ftreets cotxftantly dirty. One 
quarter excepted, which is built ex- 
a^ly in thi tafte of the towns of North 
Holland, and where the inhabitants, for 
the moft part: Dutch, preferve the neat ap- 
pearance of their own country. There 
are two handfom fquares planted with lime 
trees jp the fown of a quincunx, Which af- 
ford moft agreeable waik-s. The moft de-* 
gant of thcfe fquares, was originally no-» 
thing but an ugly fwamp, arid from ibs 
exhalations was caiid the muddy lake. The 
king determind to covier it over, and for 
that purpofe causd an knmens numbei' of 
piles to-bediiove into it, .ip ordejr to fecuro 
the foundation : but early one morning 
thty ^ew greitly aftonifhdto^ find the 
whole work renversd^ fo sh^t the points 
of the Itrgeft {mIcs .wej^C^t top, * and all 
C 6 the 
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the fand that had beoi heapd over thetn, 
was funk to the bottom. They have ne- 
ver been able to conceive by what fubtcr- 
raneous efforts this enormous mafs of earth, 
fuftaind, fo to fay, by a foreft of trees, 
was thus turnd topiyturvy. Frederic Wil- 
liam, great oeconomift as he is, coud 
only laugh at this accident, and at laft, 
by dint of money and labor, accompliflid 
his defign, gave to his marlh a folid foun* 
dation, coverd it over and planted it with 
pleafant allys. This monarch does not ap- 
pear to me fo avaritious as he is defq;^bed. 
He loves beconomy and regularity, but 
they have given me inftanccs of his gcne- 
rofity which deferve to be tranfmitted tp 
poftcrity. He regards noexpcnce in thofe 
grand ob^e&s which make part of his fyf- 
tem, or flattet his natural difpofition, al- 
tho he fWquendjp regrets a triffing expence 
for fmall matters. He has declared, they 
fay, that he has burnd the account of three 
of his^ principa) expeoces, which are, whkt 
it coft Um tQ rejpeople Pruffia after the 

4!^vafta- 
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dcvaftations of the plague, in the laft years 
of his father Frederic I. the expence of 
buildings conftrufted during his reign at 
Berlin and Potzdam 5 and what his tall re- 
giment has coft him ; the knowledge of 
which he woud be alhamd flioud come to 
his fucceffors. There is in faft reafon to 
believe that thefe three articles have coft 
him immens fums. But what furpriies me 
moft , is, that he fhoud choofe fo unwhol- 
fom a fpot for the garrifon of this regi- 
ment ; and that he fhoud cloth thefe men, 
whofe acquifition and maintainance are at- 
tended with fo prodigious an expence, in 
fuch a fcanty uniform as is not fufficient 
to proteft them from the intemperance of 
the climate; and at the fame time fo 
ftraight, efpecialy about the arms^ ^s muft 
impede the circulation, and oblige the 
blood to retire in greater quantitys to the 
internal parts^, and principaly toward the 
breaft, and from wheiK:e come thofe fre- 
quent expdfboratiohsof blood to which the 
foldiers ^e liaUe during (hetr exercife* 

That 
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That men in gen?f al, afid 4 foldi^r m par- 
ticular, flioud be dr-^sd after the German 
or French, the Sp^nilh or Turkifli faftiion, 
is an obje<3: of very jitle CQnfequence to 
{my one who is dir^6lc4 by reafon 5 and 
the more as uft makes wery thing indif- 
^ferent to the ey^e, and as it b poffiblje to 
give a grace to every kind of aecoutfe- 
flaent. A fgvereigfl however Aoud endea- 
vor to iatroducc among his fubje^, and 
e^i^jciallyin his army, thatfort of dres which 
h not prejudicial to health ; but one that h 
c^nv^nient and at the fame tipie prOn 
tefts the body. As I pasd the icemer 
teryi of this garmfbn, which k u the 
gates of Potzdam, I faid to my. fellow^ 
traveller, '^ &e there. Sir, ;the doarefl: 
^ fpot of grotjnd of any of the kit^ 
^ dongunions," Ip faft, it is a gu^ 
whioh. incei&Ajdy fwaUows uip ihofe im*- 
mens £ums that die king pays for recruits 
ibr Jiis taH tegiment. 

Wc iwrrivd at Potzdamt flirniflid widi 
totters iof imple fefimnmcndation, oa^*- 

turday 
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turifey ^vjjning, and on Sunday morning 
we were waked by the found .of abquj 4 
hundred drums. This pUc^ refembles th^ 
pakce of Pharafmane, of which that warr 
like king himfelf fays ♦, 
*' JufqufiS aux Courtifans qtti mc r^ndent 

*« hohimagc. 
" Mon Palais, toiSt ici, n'^ c^n'm fajftf 

*^ feuvage : 
*« La nature maraire en ces affrepx clifnaia^ 
^« Ne prodyk, au UeiiJ d'ou, :i^ ^^ ftr# 

** dcs Soldats.^' 
** Even the courtiers who do me tomagc^ 
*< toy palace, every objcft that llirroundt 
>« me, has an airoffavagcpomp : and ftep*. 
** danae natur, in this horribk climate, pro*- 
** duces inftead of gold nothing bist aUnM 
*^ and fbldicrs/' 

The militiary mufic m^ m ^difpatrfi 
Ktr toilet ;♦ wfi iflipd on our dothb and ret 
pakd to the parade, where we loiw all 
the grand i^imcnt defile, dreid in their 



"^ ^Trag^df of. KJia4aitiiae4Uui ZctMAa. 
- ^^^'^ fineft 



y Google 



64 LETTER VIL 

fineft accoutrements, but without any arms 
but fwords. They are here led to the 
temple of the God of Batles, as to the 
field of Mars, and the fermon or mafs^ 
makes a part of military difcipline 5 they - 
even call it the ** church exercife/* I am 
fcnfible, Madam, that it woud be much 
more proper to fend you the defcription 
of a fplendid entertainment, or a nuptial 
jproceffion^ than the march of thefe fons of 
Mars I but as you love the military, as 
the kings regiment is the moft famous in 
Europe^ and as without having rccours to 
fi&ion, i can tell you nothing remarkable 
of Potadam, that you do not already know^r 
Teft content for this time with my martial 
defcription. The uniform of this regiment, 
the only one of the kind, is blue, endbroN 
derd^withfmallgoldBrdndenbourgs^ lined 
with red> with fmall fcarlet cuffs : the 
:waiftcoat ^d breeches of a fliamey colord 
cloth 5 and white fpatterdaflies. Whca 
we meet in a foreign country with a PruC^ 
fian officer or foldier, I agree that there is 

fomcthii^ 
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fomething mean and perhaps ridiculous in 
the look of his dres. Dont you remember 
that the Harlequin of the French company, 
putting on the coat of a Pruflian foot fol- 
dier, faid to the pit, *' Meflieurs, me viol^ 
" en jufte au cul * j" but notwithftanding 
this buffoonery, I do affure you that the 
light of a whole reginlent drcsd in this 
manner, is by no means unpleafing : on 
the contrary, thcfe fhort coats give a fpr'uce 
and cafy air to the foldier, and are very 
convenient in a march, and in all military 
operations. The fight of this grand regU 
ment ftruck me exceedingly, v The haut^ 
boys very richly bedaubd, began the march, 
and were foUowd by fome fifes and drum- 
mers. All the fifes are handfom negroes, 
very finely drcfd, with turbans ornamented 



«* Juft au corps" is French for a coat, and by •• juft 
*' a cul," this merry gentleman meant, that his coat 
came down only to his rump. The wh lying here 
in the words cerft and cui, unhappily cannot be 
tranflated. 

with 
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wkh plumes of feathers^ and very elegant 
chains and ear-rings of folid filven Each 
company was preceded by fifes and drums^ 
and led by its captain and other officers. 
After the two battallions had filed off, can>c 
the " uncorporated/' as they are calld : 
thefe are men felefted for their ftature 
from out all the regiment, and who re- 
<;eive an extraordinary pay, are regarded 
fupernumerarys, and do fcarce any duty. 
The fight of this troop more afl:oniftid than 
pleafd m^ They appe^rd to me like fo 
ma^y walking coloflTcs : but natur feenis 
to h^e been entirely occypyd with giving 
theni an uncommon ftatur, for thevliay© 
litle fymetry, or regular proportion in their 
figures : the molt part of thefe giants have 
either an ugly afpeft, are bowleggecj, or ill 
made in fome part of their bodys : fo that 
we may fay in general, that this regiment is 
more marvelous than fine. The grenadiers, 
not fo tall as the others, bup better made,* 
pleafe me the moft. After the church ex- 
lercife, the king took, coach to go to 

Wufterhaufen, 
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Wqftcrhaufcn, where H. M. takes the 4i- 
verfion of bvinting during Uie ^jumil i 
and where he has an incredible quantity 
^f game. I have therefore feen ;his 
prince only en paffant. If wc judge by 
his portraits, he was in his youth per^ 
fpaiy handfoiB, but it muft be confesd 
t^t.-he does not now retain any traces of 
beaiity.. Hi$ ey^s are indecji livply^ 
l)ut his ]iool?:s are frightfuU his con>^ 
pk^ioij js qop)ppsd of a mixtprii of ^ 
high recfc Wue^- yellow and S;eepj h^ 
Ifead If ,1^^ his r^eck. is quite funk b|5i^ 
i;we^n,his^0iould?rs, and bis $gur 13 ihor^ 
^nd'grofs. 

The king was no iboner gone than all 
the officers repaird to the church of thq 
garrifon, ^nd engaged us to acconapAi^y 
them. Never, Madam, did I find myfelf 
io diminutive as in the midft of thcfe de- 
Tout giants. Whenever they ftood up at; 
their prayers, I thought myfelf a pigmy 1 
I was obliged to hold my head back wheq 
I woud obferve their phyfionomys. Th^ 
fcldii5r3 as well sif officers, attended the di- 
vine 
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vine fervicc with great decency, and with 
^n a}r oS much devotion. Mine, I muft 
ingcnuoufly confes, was a litle diftrafted 
by the norelty of the fight, and by certain 
reflexions which I coud not forbear making. 
The church appeard to me like a grand 
cabinet, where fome curious monarch had 
amaffed a very extraordinary coUeftion of 
men of the talleft ftature, from the four 
quarters of the world. Under the pulpit I 
obferved an iron grate, which cloied the 
entrance of a vault, where the king in- 
tends to be depofited after his deceafe. I 
was furprifed to fee at the fides of this 
grate two ftatues of white marble, that had 
the look of two centinels, and which reprc* 
iented Mars and Bellona. It feemd fhange 
to me to find two heathen deities in a 
Chriftian church. 

When we came out of the diurch'they 
carryd us to the parade, where we found 
part of the garrifon under arms They 
wtfnt thro their exercife with an exaditude 
which furpaflfes all that has been faidof them. 
To form an idea of it, it is neceflary to fee 
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k; andl proteft to you, thatfincc the deluge 
I do not think there has been on the earth a 
troop of warriors that made fo marvellous 
an appearance and of fo extraordinary a 
ftaturc, and that performd their cxercifc 
fo much dexterity. 

Colonel W , who commands this 

fupei^b regiment, did us the honor, to invite 
«s to dinner. On entering his hous wc 
found a fcore of the principal officers. 
We fat down to table, had a very good 
dinner, and they who loved the old neftar 
of the Rhine, were plentifully imbrued. 
All thefe corpulent machines are great 
wine bibbers, they pour down the bum- 
pefs with a facility and good will, truly 
Germanic. It is part of the etiquette at 
Potzdam to place, at the beginning of the 
entertainment, a number of bottles on the 
fide-board ; when the butler brings them 
in, the vifages of the guefts begin to 
brighten^ and as they becom empty they 
are ranged upon the floor^ in form of a 
battaUion. The longer the file of thefe 

dead 
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4ead men is, the gayer has been the din- 
ner. It muft be confesd however, that 
among thcfc officers, there are a number of 
men of fens and merit, wbafe converfatioa 
is equal/ inftrudire and agreeable. As far 
as I am able to judge, thearc appears to 
be in general, plenty of genius in the Pjruf- 
fian nation, and a very good tafle among 
thfe nobility of both fexes. They treated 
me with much politenefs at table, and ca.-* 
resd me very heartily after. I found 0|>- 
^ortunity to tell fome pdeafant ftorys^ and 
to turn the difcours to topics that were 
witl^n my fphcrc^ The ccmipany appeard 
to be pleasd with my converfadon, and 
about the lixth large bumper, that furly 
air, which had atiirft almofUFrightend me, 
began to di&ppear, and we became £anir 
liar with eadi other. 

The entertainment being over, c^aia 
W f invited the company to take cof* 



. f The name of this officer became celebrated in the 
three wars, and he fell in the laft; after having ar- 
rived, 
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fee at his hous. After this, they feat for 
the hautboys of the regiment, ^nd pre- 
pare! for a dance. I turnd my eyes to every 
fide, expefting to fee fome ladys enter : 
but 1 was when a manner ftupifyd when one 
of thefe defcendants of Hanak, with ,^ 
ruby and weather beaten face, prefented 
me his hand to open the ball. I had al- 
ways thought that the minuet was a kind 
of pantomime, which reprefcnted by atti- 
tudes and exprefiions, an amorous ren- 
counter; a declaration, a mutual deiire 
to pkafe, an inclination to receive th6 
^dres, by giving the hand; a doubt, and 
on a fudden reflexion, a fhort feparation, 
and at laft, a happy conclufion, by join* 
ing both hands, and conducing the lady 
to the place where the felicitation firll be- 
gan. Whether this idea be juft or not, it 
was what I had conceivd ; and it naturally 



rivedy by his valour and merit, to tkat degree of a 
lieuten ant- ge neraL 

6 follows. 
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foHows, that having this notion of the 
matter, I coud not but be greatly embar- 
rasd when the prppofition was made me 
to dance with a man, under thefe circun^i- 
ftances. God forgive me ! hut it raisd an. 
odd fufpicion in my mind, that thcfe gen* , 
tlemen who have fo much outward auftc- 
tity, may not at bottom be very obdurate. 
They did not give me however much time 
for reflexion, for dance I muft ; and fo 

did M. von O . The commanders of 

the regiment danced, and all the officers 
danced; and this mafculine ball be^ 
came toward the conclufion ^nimated^ 
thanks to the repeated bumpers of cham- 
paign, which they made us drink by way 
of rcfrefhment. About eight in the even- 
ing molt of thefe terrible warriors declined 
the combat, their huge limbi were no 
longer able to encounter with Bacchus and 
Tcrpfichore, and they went ftaggering oflfl 
It was proposd to me to make a vifit to 

the countefs von , who had an aflem- 

bly of. ladys at her hous. I thought my-* 

felf 
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iclf ftronger than I was, and agreed to go 
•diere in an <>pen diaife. Our blundering 
coaehman drove agslmft a poft, the of- 
ficer my companion was thrown out by the 
ihock, and fell upon the pavement like a 
feck pf flower. When we came to the af- 
fembly, they thought me very cool and 
ibber, in cpmpterifan >ith Tpme of the 
champions in our bacchanal combat, who 
had already got there, one of whom had 
fet himfelf down between two chairs, and 
was abfolutely unable to get up again. 
So that I p^sd for a, redoubted hero i|i the 
conflift of the glaflfes. I fbqnd it neceflary 
however, in order to preferve the glory I 
had obtaind, to make a prudent retreat, 
fo that ih fad I haftend to bed, and flept 
pK^undly under the ,Ihadc of my laurels, 
pt if you ple^fe, vine leaves. The next 
day, after feeipg all that is remarkable in 
Potzd^am, we returnd foberly to Berlin. 

Here, Mad^m, you have again a long 
letter, or.rather a Jong narrative. It has 
without doubt tired you : for I have not 

Vot. III. D the 
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the talent of making fuch dry matter bc« 
com agreeable by the aid of ornaments : 
but I have Jiowever obeyd your com- 
mands. 



LETTER VIII. 
' To the fame. 

Rbehjhtrg^ OB. 30, 1739* 

Madam, 

IN making you the description of our 
fojourn at Berlin and Potzdam, I have 
prcfented you with a pifture in the ftylc 
of Rembrandt \ I fhall now offer you one 
in the manner of Watteau, by giving you 
a dcfcription of Rheinlberg, and of the 
pleafures we here enjoy. This' is a fmall 
but very pleafing city, altho fituate in a 
moftbarren fand, on the frontiers of Meck- 
lenbourg. It contains about a thoufand 
inhaoitants, and was formerly the property 

of 
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of a French refugee gentleman. The king 
has purchafed it, and given it to the prince 
roial, with the caftle, the gardens, the 
forefts, and fotne lands that arc depcndenjt 
on it. The caftle was, in a manner, in- 
ruins, and there was fcarcc any garden 
when the prince obtained the gift; and 
which is the more valuable to him as his 
regiment is in garrifon at Ruppin, which is 
but fix miles from hence, and in this coun- 
try jhe garrifons newr change. The fitu- 
ation of the caftle itfelf is very fine. Am 
immens Jake bathes alnioft its foundations^; 
and on the opofit fide, a beautiful foreft of 
oal^s and beech rifes in form of an amphi- 
theatre. The ancient building cohfifted of 
only one range of rooms, with a wing ter- 
minated by an old tower. Thi<5 edifice 
and its fituation, gave to the prince roial 
an opportunity of difplaying bis genius and 
his tafte; and to baron Knobelftorffi in- 
tendant of the buildings^ his taleiit for 
architecture. The main body was repaired, 
and embelliftid externally with archdwin- 
D2 . dows. 
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liows, and very elegant ftatues and orna- 
ments ^ another wing and tower areadd^ 
^hich correfpond with the <)ld ones % and 
idle two towters are conneded by a double 
rcolonadc, on the ptetform of which is ft 
igaliery of communication, that is onitf^ 
mented with vafcs and groups of infants. 
By this araingment the whole building now 
forms an exad: fquarc. We are led to It 
by a bridge decorated with ftatues repre- 
senting the feven placets, and which each 
liolds in his hand a lamp in form of a 
;gte6b/ To enter the hifter court> we pais 
under a noble portal, over which is a large 
-carrouch with the following iufcription, eit- 
'^rkved by order of M. Knote^lftorffi Pr^di^ 
-fico Tran^iUtatem cdenti. The infide of 
-this palace ftillcxcells the outfide, sis well 
in the beauty and diftribution of the apart* 
imcms, :as in ^he tafte and^richnesof tfce 
'ferniture^ Which way focver the «ye 
"tUrfts, it is ftrtrck with a profufidn df 
tjgilding and carving: all thefe ornametffs^ 
-however, atre di^pofcd with judgment ^nd 

^ refervc. 
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refcrve, and ti^e dcfigns are highly admi- 
rable. As the prince admires the tender 
colors only, there are feveral apartments 
furniflied in grideiin, fea green, and fle(h 
colour, the mouldings and ornaments of 
which are of filver : aU thefe form a very 
pleafing diverfity, and give this palace ai^ 
air equaly gay and nohie. The moft de- 
gaat apartment, which is not yet Hniftied^ 
but on which they are inceflantly laboring, 
k a fuperb hall, completely lined with fac- 
tkiaus matble, and ornamented with mirori 
ftfid bronzes. The celebrated Pefhe is now 
engaged in painting the ceiling •, it rcpre* 
fents the rifing of the Sun ; on one fide. 
Night covered with her veils, furrounded 
by her gloomy bifds, and followd by 
the hours, retires, and makes room foj* 
Aurora, who is reprefented under the figur 
of Venus, is attended by the morning ftar^ 
and occupys the center of the piece: we 
next fee the white horfes that draw thp 
chariot of Apollo^ and t^c rays of that goji 
juft appear. This fiibjeft is allegofic^ and 
D 3 feems 
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feems to allude to an epoch that perhaps \% 
not far diftant, I (hall fay nothing of the 
execution of this piece ; the pencil of M. 
Pefne is too much admired by the connoif- 
i^urs of France and Italy itfelf, to want 
my commendations. ,., 

^ The gardens of Rheinfberg, Madam, 
wluch extend the lepgth of the whole lake, 
are not yet arrived to maturity, for it. is 
but a few years fincc their cqmmencement. 
The, plan is great and beautiful: time 
piuft do the reft. The . principal ally is 
terminated by an obelifk coverd with 
.Egyptian hieroglyphics. Their are de- 
lightful groves, and verdant falloons and 
bowers, very happily difpofed. The prince 
is building a fuperb orangery, in a tafte 
perfeftly new, after the defign of M. Kno- 
•bclftorff. The ground is alfo laying out, 
for planting the next year, a labyrinth 
which is to lead to the temple of Bacchus, 
placed in the center. Twelve fatyrs of 
gigantic ftature^ ferve for colums to this 
:temple, and futlain the dpme, which is in 

form 
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form of an inverted punchbowl. All the 
avenues are planted with ivy, vines, yews, 
a-nd cypres. Two handfome barges, builc 
by the princes order, float upon the lake, 
ready to carry thofe who love excurfions 
iipon the water, or that are defirous^of 
going to the forcft, .which is called the 
l^oubero. 

We arrived at Rheinfberg, the third of 
Oftober, at ten in the morning, and went 
to thjc poft-hous ^ but the prince roial did 
not fuffer us to remain long there. He 
l^nt for. our baggage; and affignd us two 
Bandfom appartmcnts in the cattle. As 
foon aswe had changd our drefs, we were 
conduced into the billiard hall, which is 
completely lined with yellow marble ; the 
tyfo phimney-pieces^ ace of bronz, as well 
as the reft of the ornaments. This hall is 
on the ground floor, and has a profpeft of 
the garden from one fide, and of the cpurt 
from the other. We there found moftof the 
gentlemen and officers who form the prin- 
ces court, and were received by them ivith 
D4 great 
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great politenes. Before I go any further, 
it will be neceflary, Madam, to bring yoa 
acquainted with the gentlemen and ladys 
that cotDpofe the court of the prince and 
the princefs roial. I fliall not here imitate* 
the epic poets, who find it necdTary to in-' 
yoke the mulesj to-enapWe them to enume- 
rate their heros ; I (hall tell you in plairr 
terms, that M. von Wolden is marlhal of 
this court ; and that ht ektfcutes all the' 
funftions of thaf offlcd; ivitfr the titmbft' 
2;eal, d\gn\tf; ani fiolft^e^.- HK li ^Iteadyi^ 
afrrived ^t a certain age,' ahB fidfs'nfetiiliigj 
ftriting or attradive in his figut i Hibt'h^ 
poOeks a great ffiai-e^of gtt6d l^s, and'lik^ 
a-heart "filld with integrity. His yourig^ 
Wife, who if'oF the flluftrious fkilrily of tKc? 
Borek^i' xki\k^ with the' grades 6fi firife^ 
figur, thoft of stdilcerntng n^ind; and' her 
p#efence c6ht?r3>utes greatly to the pleafiires 
-of thi court df Rheinil^erg. M. von Son- 
liing^ is major of the engineers, and has' 
formerly taugjht the mathematics* and forti- 
fidatiott to t!ie prints, '^wftbpiy^ htm the 
3 '^^3 6 -: '^ tribute 
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tribute of acknowkdgmcnt, and a mainte- 
nance at the court. He is an amiable and 
gay veteran, notwithftanding the misfof^ 
tune of having loft a leg in the laft war in 
Flanders. The dexterity of the fculptur 
has, however, Tiipplyd the injury of Mars ; 
and the wooden leg, covered with a white 
fpatterdafh, is fo artfully made, that it is 
not perceptible, even in walking, that the 
majors leg is not genuine. M. le ChaJ 
valier de Chafot, is a young gentleman? 
of Normandy, who has formerly ferved 
in the French army, and with whom the 
prince became acquainted in 1734, and. in 
the laft campaign on the Rhine. You 
know. Madam, that the king, who. had 
then fent ten thoufand of his troops to the 
aBiftance of the emperor and empire, 
would himfelf fee them aft againft the 
army of marefchal Berwick^ and be witnes 
of the laft exploits of the renownd prince 
Eugene of Savoy, who ftill cofnmanded 
the army of the empire. He was accom** 
panyd by the prince roial, his fon v but 
D 5 feeing 
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feeing that this feptuagenary hero, was 
fobdued more by age than by the French, 
and* that with a moft formidable army .he 
dared not to attack that of the enemy, who 
took Philipfbourg within his fight; the 
Pruflian monarch quitted the imperial ar- 
my, and retprnd, but litlc fatisfyd, to his 
own dominions. The prince roial foon 
followed, and brought with him this young 
Chevalier dc Chafot, whom he had engag- 
ed in his fervice. He has a lively temper, 
a gay humor, agreeable talents, and if I 
■ am not miftaken, great difpofitions to be- 
come one day an able general ; if he be 
cmployd, as I fupppfe he will, in the mi- 
litary. Baron von KnoblcftorfF, has fome- 
thing in his phyfiohomy and manner, that , 
is rather aufterc ; but he is a man of effen- 
tial merit. There is nothing in his appear- 
iince that is either gallant or ftriking -, but 
he is not the iefs worthy on that account. 
I compare him to a fine oak, and it is not 
neceflary, you know, that every tree fliould 
be cut into the form of the arcades of 

Marly. 
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Marly. M. Knobelftorff is ^>od fens it- 
felf I his convcrfation is inftruftive^ and 
his taleqts for archilcftur, dcfign^ and. 
painting, are highly excellent. That he 
might finifli. his taftc for the B^ie aits, the 
prince roial withdrew hioi from, the mili-r 
tary, when he had arrived to the degree of 
a captain, ai>d fcnt him to make the tour 
of Italy. He returnd witl\ the nioft perfect 
knowledge of thefe matters ; and the prince 
affords him, every day,, ocpafion to put it 
in pradticc. We. have 'akeady feen, on 
every lide, montuoiems ofhis ^netaftej he 
^as painted the moft delightful landfcapes, 
and U>e portraits,pf fome of his particular 
friends have an aftpnifliing likenes. His 
^ charaftcr is truth, and his probity is above 
all temptation. M.. von Jordan is a well^ 
made litle man : his Jooks are pleafing, 
and his eye extremely piercing : his com- 
plexion is of a lively brown ; his liarge eye- 
brows are as black as his beard : he has a 
great deal of wit and iiill mpre kartting^ 
Jiis father dedicated him to the church; 
D 6 and 
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and hel^as akeady had> in quality of paftor, 
the ture of the feals lof the. fmbfni of the 
church of Potflow and Prenft»loW) in the 
Uckermarch 5 bat whether he foaiod k not 
xottvenienc tx> efcercifc hk> tender kin§^ in 
the edificaCioiv of hii flock, or whether he 
founds 6n eitambing his be^t, that a frail 
veffcl like himfdif, wa!s not worthy to con- 
tain the precious depofit confunitted to his 
charge ; he has refignd his cure, and laid 
afide his gown. As in the cours of hk* 
ftudys, he hats^ cultivated every part of the 
belles lettres, iarid is tnore a man of letters 
than a theologian j on quitting the akar^^ 
he has thrown hitfifelf into the arths of the' 
mufes, and has travcld under their aufpices,- 
m HoHand, England^ and France. On- 
his retiirn, he fbuttd nueans to attnaft the 
notice of the princfe rbial, who has taken 
him into his court; has made ^htnr) take the 
fword, and has fince-honord him with a 
particular Tcgard, and of which- he is wor- 
thy, both from his merit, ^nd* from th« 
boundles-acta^merit which he ha* to his 
^ '- illuftrious 
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illuftrious benefaftor. He U known in the 
rtpGoblic of letters by three works, which 
are, A Mifcellany cf JJuruiure and PUhfo^' 
pby ; the Lift (ff M. la Crofe \ and an Accotmt 
9f bis Liter jnj JiBurn^. We IhouW, bow- 
ever, judge of Mr. Jordan racher by hi^' 
amverfation, fihasi his. writings y for he 
has infinkdy more wit at the end of his 
tongae, than the end of his pen. Gun- 
powder is not more quick in its execution 
than hev fo that we may fay, that genius 
and. learning Teem to be for evci' on his 
Up. But what renders him ftill ttiore* 
efteemable is, the excellenjcy of his heart ^ 
the fidelity and pleafurcs of his fricndlhip ; 
and the gravity and decency of his man* 
ner^ % and therefore it is that he is beloved' 
by all the. other courtiers ; and is iibt that 
(lying a.gmstdeal ?j l^ron von K — *-*-~^ 
Q a gentldnan of Couriand, engaged inf 
the iniBtaryifervke of the kihg of Pruffia,* 
aod particularly attached to the pdrfon oi 
tlie4>cincc roial. )It was (ixs^ time before 
I xoutdineet viith hifiH and I had 6eapd'&» 

much* 
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much of him, and <was fo much prejudiced 
in his favor, that I burnd With impatience 
to fee him. He enterd the hall like a - 
whirlwind, or like Boreas in the ballet of 
the Rofe* He was juft come from hunt- 
ing, and it appeard odd enough to fee him 
in a night-gown, and with a gun upon his 
ihoulden He accofted me at once with an 
air of perfect eafe, and his firft words ap- 
peard to me as if I had be^n for a long 
time honord with his particular fricndfhip. 
He took me by the arm and led me into 
his chamber; and while he dfcfd, he re- 
peated fcrap§ of the Hcnriade, and ftrii^s 
of German verfes, and talkd of hounds and 
horfes ; cut fome crpfs capers ; and prac- 
ufed fome fteps in the rigadoon a la Balon^ 
then talkd on politics, mathematics, paint- 
ing, architefture, literary and military mat- 
ters. I remaind immoveable 5 liftend with 
^ profound filence, and admired every 
t;hing, even the happy tranfitions by which 
fee paid fo rapidly from one fubjeft to ano- 
ther. I fqefiid, however, to pcrcciVc that 
' this ^ 
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this extreme vivacity could not \>t altoge* 
ther natural, and that it did not entirely 
flow from an abundant refource of genius : 
and though time has not qyite baniflid this 
fufpicion, I find nevertheles on a further 
jw:quaintance, that baron K — — is a very 
amiable gentleman, that he has a mind a- 
dornd with niuch pleafing knowledge, that 
he both talks and writes well, and in vers as 
well as profe, that he has a humor naturaly 
gay, and a noble heart. His figur is not very 
engaging : he is Ihort. and thick ; has fmall 
eyes, a large nofe, a wide mouth, and a fal- 
low complexion. He has however, an eafy 
air, a graceful prcfence, and all that he fays 
or does, is in the manner of a man of births 
By attaching himfelf tovthe prince roial, he 
has contracted his tafle. . He loves mufic, 
architedlure,. painting, poetry, $cc. but the 
difciple is ftill inferior to his matter. Be- 
fide thefe courtiers,', the prince has alfo fe- 
yeral officers of his regiment, who arc 
loged in ,his palace, and eat at his table ; 
jthefe are gentlemen of the greateft meri^ 
and who unite to their military talents 

the 
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the love of letters, and the fine arts; that 
poUtefs which is cffential to a court, and 
thofe amiable qualitys which are neceffary 
to make fociety agreeable. 

Madam von Katfch fills the place of firft 
lady of the bedchamber, to the princefs 
roial. I can conceive of nothing more re- 
fpedlable than this lady : gravity and fweet- 
ncfs, decency and gayety, dignity and po- 
litenes, are united in her countenance and 
her behaviour •, and flie is the patrones of 
dl that is good and amiable. 

Mademoifelle von S , firft lady 

of honor to her highnes the princefs, cannot 
be cited as a beauty ; however, there is no- 
thing in her countenance that is the leaft 
difagreeable. The rofcs and lilys are not 
diffijfed over her complexion, as they arc 
over yours •, but Ihc has a fine (hape, a de- 
licate hand, and a delightfuly pretty foot. 
You are not ignwant that the ladys know 
right well how to difplay their cxcdlencys 
to the utmoft advantage; and if they have 
nothitig handfoni about them but the tip 
. \ ' ^ of 
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of the car, thfey will notfiil to make that 
the ofejeft of poblfc stttention. You may 
eafily imagtn, therefore, if the feet oiFMa- 
dcmoifelle von 8 , can cdnftUfitly 

retttain confined, as in i clofe prifon, under, 
a trailing petticoat. No, Midam, my ad-' 
venturous jSght has more than once explor- 
ed their exceHence, and I have thought them' 
worthy to be celebrated. They appertain, 
moreover, to aperfoii of very^arniaiblecha^^ 
rkftcr, and who. thttugh nbt in the foring 
of lift, 'has' rieVerthelejf' a very pleafahr 
humor and a difcrcct ^it. 

''MadcmotreHcvtyrf Vy i her ccim- 

panioh, is tall, and has a ifigur perfe<^ly 
finc-i flic^Ts rather pretty than regularly 
handfonr; her cbuniehance^ pleafes, 'th6 
it does not ftrike ; her compfexi6A is beau-* 
tYfttl, and her eyes c\\^ttn\ngi %e is fair 
without betn^ languid. H6r charafter is^ 
tender, and her pofitenes natural. -^I aAl^ 
perfoaded (he will, dne day,! liiake an ex!^ 
cellenr >^ife and itioihei^, being endowed 
\*ith marfy qu^tiiys that are in'thbft llatiohrf 
Mo(t etlimable. Befide 
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Bcfide thofc* who belong to this courts 
the prince draws alfo to Rhcinfberg many 
of the mod: amiable ladys of Berlin, wjio 
by the charms of their perfons and their 
minds, contribute to fender this court eq^ual- 
ly brilliant and agreeable. 

The firft gentleman of the ehambre to 
die prince, is M. Fredcrftorffj he is a tali 
. handfom man ^ has underflandiiig and in* 
genuityv is polite, attentive, aftive, and 
fupple I frugal of iiisfoctune, and yet Jiibe- 
tal : lam perfuad€;d that he^ will: one day 
make a grcatfigur in,lifc^ ' , :i^ 

The i^inces chapfeiai^^M. von Ch^ipps, 
He is anable preacher, and anr amiable man 
in converiation : it is to be preljumed that 
he will one day becpm diftinguiOxd in the 
republic pf letters,. . 

They who love the-polite arts, and know 
hpw to diftin^uifli tl^oCe mafters who excel 
therein, will find alfo here M. Pefne, a 
painter of the firll rank, and a very polite 
gentleman :. M^ 3uiflbn, ja very exoellent 
paiptei; of flowers : M. praun, maftcr of the 
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chapel to the prince; and his brother, di- 
redor of the concert; and alfo M. Benda,, 
one of the firft violins in Europe. All thefe 
men of uncommon genius, join to their fu- 
perior talents, the graces that refult from an 
amiable charafter ; and I find infinit plea- 
fur in their company, in thofc intervals, 
when they are not engaged with their roial 
highnefles, or in the dutys of the court. 

Such, Madam, is the piftur of this de- 
lightful court, and fuchthe charafters of 
thofe who have the happines to compofc; 
it, • , , . 

.; All who live in this palace, enjoy a.per-f 
fe6t liberty, for their particular employ* 
ments, or private pleafures. We fee the 
prince and princcfs only at table, at play^ 
at the ball, the concert, or other common 
pleafures of which We participate. Time, 
fo precious to a thinking being, and {o te^ 
dious to one who does not think^ is no^ 
here pasd by lying long in bed, in maKing 
a long bre^kfa^, or in pacifying or di(^ 
patching of duns, or in grave conferences 

witit 
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witha tayior,orfuch other important vifitor^ 
or at a tedious toilet, or by dancing attend- 
ance in an antichamber, and palling the 
remainder of the day in frivolous difcburs. 
Here each one reads, reflects, draws, paints, 
or plays on fome inftrument ; or writes and 
amufes, or employs himfelf in his apart* 
ment ; and is dresd with elegance, tho not 
oftentation, by the hour of dinner. 

All the employments, and all the plea- 
fores of the prince, are thofe of a man of 
underftanding. He is, at this time, aftu- 
ally engaged in refuting the* dangerous po- 
litical reVerys of Machiavel. His conver- 
fation at table is charming; he talks much 
and excellently well : his mind feems to be 
equal to all forts of fubjcfts ; and his ima^ 
gination produces, on each of them, a 
number of new and juft ideas : his genius 
rcfembles the fire of the veftals that was 
never extinft. A decent and polite con- 
tradiftion is not difagreeable to him. Hi* 
pofleffes the rare talent of difpliaying the 
wit of others, and of giving them opportur 

nitys 
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iiitys to Ihine on thofe fubjedks in whicl^ 
they excel. He jefts frequently, and ibnie- 
times rallys, but never with afperity, and 
4n ingenious, rieply.dop not difpleas l^m. 
The antithefis and the iimile, appear to be 
his favourit figurs. In a word. Madam, 
mid do not ioiagin that I am Jazzcld by 
that fplendor which attends- a prince xpial, 
but were he a private perfon, I do protjeft 
to you, that I would freely )go forae 
leagues barefooted, at lead, once in a week, 
to enjoy the deKcious pleafurx^f fupping in 
his company. 

Nothing can be more elegantj than this 
princes library ; it. is in one of thofe towers 
I have mentionec^ and ius a view of. the 
Idee and gardens. A coUe^ioa, not veiy 
numerous, but well choien, of the belt 
books in the French- language, rare ranged 
in glafs cafes, which are ornamented with 
carvings and gildings in excellent taftc. 
The portrait of M. de VoltaJtt: occupy^ an 
/honorable place in this libraiy. He is the 
favourit author of the prince, who has, in 

general. 
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general, a high cftcem for the good French 
writers, both in vers and profe. 

When dinner is over, all the gentlemen 
repair to the apartment of one of the ladys, 
who here each give coffee in their turn^ 
begining with the firft lady of the bedcham- 
ber; and without exception, even of fuch 
ladys as are ftrangers. AH the court aflem- 
bks in h^fr'apartment, whofe day it is. There 
we talk or trifle, make pj^rtys for play, or 
for the Walk, and this hour is not the leaft 
agreeable in the day. The prince and 
princcfs take their coffee in their own a- 
'partment. 

The evening;5 arc devoted to mufic. The 
prince has a concert in his faloon, were no 
one enters that is not invited, and fuch in- 
vitation is regarded as an extraordinary 
'favon The prince has commonly per- 
formd a fonata, and a concert for the flute, 
on which he plays in the greateft perfec- 
tion. He fills the flute admirably well, 
has great agility of the fingers, and a vaft 
fund of mufic. lie compofes, himfelf, 

fonotasj 
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fonocas ; I have had the honor to ftand be- 
hipd him, more ,than once, while he was 
playing, and was! chafmd with his tafte, 
elpecialy in the Ad^io. He has a conti- 
nual creatioi^ of new ideas. 

The prince dances in a noble and grace- 
ful tnapner. In a word, he, loves all ra- 
tional pleafures^ except the chafe, the ex- 
crcifc of which be thinks as troubleibm^ 
and fcarce more ufeful than that of chim- 
ney- f weeping. 

I think I fee you. Madam, at this mo- 
ment^ you are fitting in your grand confef-? 
. fional by the fire fide ; you read my account^ 
and you fay to yourfclfj F. Malbranche 
ixw all things in God, and my poor Biel- 
feld fees all things in his prince, and rapt 
in his enthufiafm, wont fay a word to noe 
about the princefe, whom I fo earneftly de- 
fire to know, becaufe all the world fpeaks 
of her with fuch high admiration. A mo- 
ments patience, Madam ; you fhall be fa- 
tisfyed, and you fiiall fee that I do jufiiice to 
all the world. 

Hef 
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JHcT roW Wgfcii w is tall of iteturc, Snd 
Jwr figur is, in otte^ wordt, perfea* N^Ver 
4ia«v« I fcen amore r^gufer'4bai^ i^^^'l i^ 
-piropOFtions ; ^Ker nedc^^^it bands \ahd ixiet, 
might ferve as mod^lstd the painter. Her 
^lair, ^hich' 1 bave particAjb^ly admired> 
-fe of i ^fficiftr feeawcrf6l^fltecnr^ut fome- 
-whitHndimng 4o wJh^^j afld^lhineS,-Wheh 
cn6t ^t>owdepd^ ^iik^ 'r^\^s-^»'f)eai>ls^ Hct 
otw^ipl^iort' is tttiiaiikably'^ne; ^nd iri^Hir 
large blue eyes, vivacity and fwectncs arc 
fo happily blended, as to jmake them per- 
fcCkly animated. The princefsr has^n open 
<cotmteftance • her eyebrows are neat and 
-regular; 4jer nofe is fmdl atid anjgtilar, but 
veiy ^elegantly defined; and her coral lips 
and ^well^turnd neck, are etjualy adihire- 
ablc. Goodnes is ftrongly mai*kd in her 
countenance ; and we may fay, from her 
whole figur, that the Graces have ex- 
erted thenrrfclves in forming a great prin- 
cefe : even thofelitle negligences which arc 
fometimes fcen in her dres, or hcrnxan* 
ner, have a happy cffed. Tho her high- 

ncflcs 
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ncffcs drefs in general, is perfcftly regular 
and in excellent tafte. There is fcarce any 
princefs in Europe who has fo many fine 
diamonds, and no one who depofes them 
to more advantage, I have feen on her 
robe an affemblage of brilliants, heighten- 
ed by amethyfts, of fuch tranfcendant beau- 
ty, that my eyes could fcarce bear the 
blaze of their luftre. Her highnefs talks 
1)ut litle, efpecially at table, but all fhe 
fays is fterling fens : (he appears to^ have 
an uncommon genius, arid which (He orna- 
ments by the continual ftudy of the befl: 
French authors. Madam von Katfch 
aflures me, that flie has a moft amiable 
heart, and that her whole charader is fu- 
premely excellent ; of which Ihe frequently 
gives me the moft charming inftances.' 
Every evening at fix, her highnes has a 
party at quadrill or triflet, and plays with 
a noble indifference. Never, in my opi- 
nion, did any princefs dance in greater 
perfeftion ; her manner is at once grace- 
ful, cafy, elegant, and majeftic* It is fuf- 
VOL* III. E ficient 
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.ficicnt to behold this princefs, to know^ 
that (he is a lady of the moft exalted rank. 

We had, the other day, a ball, with 
which I was highly delighted The prince, 
who commonly wears no other dres than 
the uniform of his regiment, appeard in a 
coat of fea green mohair, ornamented with 
large filver brandeabourgs, with toflels at 
the extremetys ; the waiftcoat was of filver 
mohair, richly laced. All the gentlemen 
of his court were dresd almofl: in the fame 
manner, but with lefs magnificence than 
the prince. This kind of uniform had a 
mofl: pleafing efieft; tho, at the fame time, 
nothing attradted my eyes but the dance 
of the princefs. - 

Thus, Madam, our days here pafs tri^n- 
quily away, and enlivcn'd by every cnjoy^ 
ment that can pleafe a rational mind. Roial 
fcheer, wine for the gods, the mufic of an- 
gels, delicious paftimes, in the gardens^ 
in the woods, upon the waters ; the cultiva* 
tion of letters and the polite arts, and a re- 
fined convcrfatlon, alji concur to Iprcad * 

their 
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their powers oer this enchanting palace. 
But as there is no felicity that is abfolutcly 
-perfeft, fo the pkafurcs that I have enjoy d 
at Rheinfberg, have been dafhd with bit- 
ternes by a Angular accident, of which, . 
Madam, I fhall here give an account 5 as 
you will foon fee me return to Hamburg, 
with two wounds on my forehead, a fable 
eye, and a cheek coverd with all the colors 
of the rainbow; it is proper that I apprife 
you of this cataftrophe. We feldom fail to 
feel the efFedts of a debauch, and it was at 
a bacchanalian rout, that I acquired all 
thofe ornaments. About a fortnight fince, 
the prince was in a humor of extraordinary 
gayety, at table. His gayety animated all 
the reft 5 and fome glaffes of champagne 
ftill'more enlivend our mirth. The prince, 
perceiving our difpofition, was willing to 
promote it ; and on rifing from table, told 
us he was determind we fhoud recommence 
our jollity at fupper, and in the fame place 
where we hadTleft off. Toward evening I 
was calld to the concert-, at the end of 
E 2 which 
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which the prince faid to me, Go now to the 
frinceffes apartment^ and when Jhe basfinijhd 
her flay^ we will Jit down io tables and wont 
quit it till the lights are outj and we are 
fmwhat enlightend with champagne. I re- 
garded this threat as a pleafantry, for I 
knew that partys which are exprefly intended 
for this purpofe, feldom fucceed, but com- 
monly becom more dull than joyous. Oh 
cntring the princefles apartment, however, 
her highnes, convinced that the affair wis 
very ferious, and prognofticated with a 
fmile, that I fhould not be able to defeqd 
myfelf againft the princes attack. In faft, 
we were fcarce fcated before he began, by 
drinking a ilumber of interefting healths, 
which there was a neceffity of pledging. 
This firft Ikirmiih being over, it was fol- 
lowd by an inceflant flow of fallys and re- 
partees, by the prince and the company ; 
the moft contrafted countenances became 
expanded, the gayety was general, even the 
ladys affifted in promoting our jollity. 
After about two hours, we found that the 

largeft 
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Jargcft refcrvoirs, by perpetually filling, 
might be overflown : ncceffity has no law •, 
and the greatcft refpedt could not prevent 
fome of us, from going to take the frclh 
air in the veftibuk. I was one of the numr 
ber : when I went out I found myfclf fober 
enough, but the air feized me, and on en? 
tering the hall, I perceived a fort of yapowi? 
that* feemed to cloud my reafon. I had 
placed before me a large glafs of water, 
which the princefs, oppofit to whom I had 
the honor to fit, in a vein of mifchievous 
pleafantry, had ordered to be emptyd* and 
had fiUd it with felkry wine, which was as 
dear as rock water ; fo that, having already 
loft my tafte, I mixd my wine with wine ; 
4ind thinking to refreih myfelf, I became 
joyous, but it was a kind of joy that leand 
toward intoxication. To finifh my pidure, 
the prince ordered mc to come and fit by 
him : he faid many very gracious things to 
me, and let me fee into futurity, as far a$ 
my feeble fight was thea capable of difco^ 
vering; and at the fame time made in0 
£3 drink 
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drink, bumper after bumper, of his lunel 
wine. The reft of the company, however, 
were not lefs fenfible than I, of the effefts 
of the neftar, which there flowd in fuch 
mighty ftreams. One of the ladys, who 
was a ftranger, and in a multiplying ftate, 
found herfcif as much incommoded as we 
were, and retired fuddenly for a fhort time 
to her chamber. We thought this aftion. 
admirably heroic. Wine produces com- 
placency. The lady on her return, was 
loaded with compliments and careffes : ne- 
ver was woman fo applauded fpr fuch an 
expedition. At laft, whether by accident 
or defign, the princefe broke aglafs. This 
was a fignal for our impetuous jollity, and 
an example that appeard highly worthy of ^ 
imitation. In an inftant all the glafTes flew 
to the feveral corners of the room ; and all 
the criftals, porcelain, piers, branches, 
bowls, vafes, &c. werebroke intoa thou- 
fand pieces. In the midftdf this univerfal 
deftruftion, the prince ftood, like the man 
in Horace^ who contemplates the crufli of 

worlds. 
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worlds, with a look of perfeft tranquility. 
To this tumult fuccceded a frefti burft of 
mirth ; during which the prince flipd away, 
and aided, by his pages, retired to his 
apartment ; and princefs immediately fol- 
lowd. - 

For me, who unfortunately found not 
one valet who was humane enough to guide 
my wandering fteps, and fupport my tott- 
ring fabric, I carelefly approached the 
grand ftair-cafe^ and without the leaft hefi- 
tation, roUd from the top to the bottom ; 
were I lay fenfles on the floor, and were, 
perhaps, I (hould have periihed, if an old 
fcmaje domeftic had not chanced to pafs 
that way, who in the dark, taking me for 
a great dog belonging to the caftle, gave 
me an appellation fomewhat difhonour- 
able, and at the fame time a kick in the 
guts ; but perceiving that I was a man, 
and what was more, a cpurtier, Ihe took 
pity on me, and cafld for help; my fer- 
vants then came running to my afliftance : 
they put mc in bed, fent for a chirurgeon^. 
E4 bled 
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bled me, dreftl my wcmnds, and tin fomc 
degree recoverd my fcnfes. The next day 
they tailed of a trepan, but I foon got rid 
of that dread; and after lying about a 
fortnight in bed, where the prince had the 
goodnes to come every day to fee me, and 
contribute every thing poffible to my cure, 
I got abroad again. The day after this 
adventure the court was at its lafl: galp. 
Neither the prince nor any of the courtiers 
could ftir from their beds; fo that the 
princefs dined alone. I have fuflfered fe- 
verely by my bruifes, and have had Effi- 
cient to, make many moral reflexions. But 
I now adapt in part, the Italian prorerb, 
paJfat/> il pericoky gahatd il femto: and I 
fomtimes laugh at my accident as heartily^ 
as other people. This day will be for a 
"long time rememberd at Rheinfberg, for 
bacchanalian exploits are theie very rare, 
The^ prince is very far from being a toper : 
he facrifices only to Apollo and the Mufesj 
. one day however, he may perhaps raife an 
akar to^ Mars» 
: ^ • Tho 
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Tho I have my forhcad ftill coverd with 
a green bandage, 1 begin to make excur^ 
fions ; yeflerday, for my amufement, they 
carryd me to the glafs manufaflory at 
Zechlin, which is a fliort league from 
hence. We went to it by a road that is 
cut thro the woods. The fituation is charm- 
ing, and they there make glaffcs, both for 
the table and furniture, in the higheft peK 
fedion ; I faw among others, fome that 
were very curioufly wrought and gilt. It 
is incredible to what degree of excellence 
they have carryd this manufadure. That 
of England does not come near it. They 
are now making a large glafs with its cover, 
for the ele<5bor of Cologne, which will come 
to at leaft a hundred guineas. 

Notwithftanding the pleafures I here en- 
joy, and the favors with which I am loaded, 
I muft think of my return : I have already 
mentioned it to the prince, who has granted 
me his leave, on condition, he faid, that I 
would familiarize myfelf.with the roads 
between Hambmrg and Rheinfberg; and 
E 5 added, 
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added, that he now regarded me as a man 
that bclongd to himfelf. 

I am therefore preparing to depart very 
Ihortly. You will receive no more of my 
letters : this which I now fend appears to 
me a very long one; tho I have only given 
you thefc matters in grofs, referving for our 
converfation the detail of what you fhall 
wifli to know. May I have the happines 
to. find you in perfedl health at Hamburg ! 
For there is no perfon in the world. Ma- 
dam, who is fo perfeftly yours, as, &c. 



LETTER IX. 

To the Chevalier von N*** in London. 

Hamburgh April 20, 1740. 
Sir, 

THE right which your friendfliip gives 
you, will not permit me to quit 
Hamburg, without informing you of it, 

and 
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and dcfiring you for the futur to direft 
your letters to Rheinlberg or Berlin. God 
knows when I fliall again behold my native 
country! I leave it with precipitation, and 
fhall not return to it for perhaps many 
years. Even this morning I had not the 
leaft fufpicion of what has happend to me. 
1 was fitting c^uite difengaged in my fathers 
chamber, who iscon6ned to his bed by the 
gout J but my mind was not difengaged. 
1 found myfelf rcftles and agitated,, and 
cndeavourd to be compofed, but could 
not by any means be at eafe. My father 
obfervd it, and aflcd me the reafon. I told 
him that 1 had a fecret mifgiving that 
fomcthing uncommon would happen to mc 
before tRe day was over. He laughd at 
mc and my mifgiving ; you will dpubtles 
do the fame, for how ftrange is it to talk 
to an Englifhman and a philofopher of 
mifgivings.^ But, Sir, laugh as much as 
you pleafe, it is very certain that my in- 
quietude continued till five in the after^ 
noon, when a meflcnger arrivd from Reinf-t 
E 6 berg,. 
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berg, that brought be a letter from M. 
Jordan^ with an order from the prince 
roial of PruflSa to fet off inftantly, to take 
my route to Berlin, and to come to him, 
whether he were in that city, or at Ruppin, 
Potfdam, or wherever elfe he might be. 

This order makes me imagin that the 
king his father is either dead or dying. 
You know that he has been for a long time 
languifliing, and that they have defpaired 
of his recovery. There is nothing for me 
but inftant obedience. They arc now pre- 
paring my baggage, and I (hall fet off to- 
morrow by daybreak^ to go I know not 
whither. You now fee me, my dear friend, 
like one o^ the ancient champions at the 
entrance of a long career, that is fSrround- 
cd by precipices, and thick-fet with thorns 
and brambles. Who can tell whether I 
jBiall not faint by the way ? or if I (hall be 
ever able to attain the goal? I tremble, 
and my fpirits flutter : but I refign myfelf 
to Providence. Tho the fortiuie I have 
in view is not of a gigantic fize, yet I Ihall 

not 
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not dcfift from the purfuit: and you knov 
that when we follow fortune, we Ihould 
not make too many reflexions. 

If- you fee the youngcft lady St. — — , 
I beg you will make my mod refpedful 
compliments^ and tell her my prefent fitu- 
tion. She will not, I hope, have entirely 
£3rgot her partner at the balls at York an4 
Wakefield. I who have never yet fcen 
any thing fo amiable, fhall not fail to carry 
with me to the grave, the remembrance of 
her charms. 

Continue, my dear Sir, to honor httc 

with your friendlhip and your correfpon- 
dence •, and favor me foon with an anfwer^ 
In the midft of the preparations for my 
journey, I have only time left to afTure you 
of my fincere attachment. Adieu I 
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To my Father. 

Rhiinfierg, May 5, #1740* 
Sir, . 

I Should be the mod undutiful of fons,. 
and the moft ungrateful of men, if I did 
not employ the firft moments, I de not fay 
of my leifure, but the firft opportunity pof- 
fible, to fend you what news 1 have. My 
jowrncy has been fafe, and my health con- 
ftamly good: I ftridly inquired of all the 
-poft-mafters in my route, if they had* 
any news from Berlin, and they all an- 
gered me with a No, that pierced my 
heart, 1 continued my journey till P 
came to Therberlin, were the poft-mafter 
is particularly attachd to the prince^ I 
alkd him in confidence, if he had any news 
of H. R. H. and were he thought he was*. 
He told me that he believd the prince was 
at Rupin, and that I Ihould do well to go 

thither. 
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thither. I followd his advice, and as k 
was but a league diftant, foon arrivd at 
that city, but was quite furprifed to fee the 
jmnce marching out of the gate of the 
town at the head of his regiment of grena- 
diers. I alighted and approachd his hors« 
He feemd quite pleasd with my arrival, 
and orderd n>e to enter the town, and t^ 
take with me M. Jordan, who wait ed for 
me at his highnefes apartments, and to go 
with him direSly to Rheinfberg, I imme- 
diately obeyd thefe orders ; and when I 
was alone with M. Jordan in the carriage^ ' 
1 inquired of him the reafons that had in- 
duced the prince to fend for me fo fud- 
denly. He told nie that the king was ex- 
traordinarly ill atPotzdam, when that letter 
was fent; that H. M. was indeed fomthiqg 
better, but that he was ftill in a ftate that 
was in" a manner defperate, and that he 
fuppofed the prinee^was defirous of talking 
with me, and of having me near him, in 
cafe any change (houd happen. When we 
came to Rheinfbe'rg, I had the honor of 

waiting 
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waiting cm> the princcfs, and of dinii^ with 
her highnes. Toward the evening the 
iprince came to us. We have hitherto lived 
in great tranquility : the prince has not yet 
faid any thing particular to me, but treats 
me in the moft gracious manner. He frc* 
quently jeceives Ictteris from Potzdam, 
which make him uncommonly lilent and 
penfive. As it is the time for reviewing 
the troops, we are continually paffing be- 
tween Rheinfberg and Ruppih, where the 
prince every morning exercifes his regi- 
ment; he often dines with- his officers, 
writes, has a concert in the evening, and 
for the moft part admits no one to his 
fupper but M. Jordan and myfelf. 

His highneffes refidence at Ruppin, is lA 
an old wooden hous ; but it is charmingly 
furnifhd. There are moreover delicious 
gardens, which arc fornid in an old triple 
i:ampart that furrounds the city; andcpn- 
fift of alleys, walks, repofes, and beautiful 
viftas : and at the end of thefe walks, is a 
more regular gaitlen^ Qrnamented with 
6 hedges. 
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Jicdges, vafes, ftatues, bowers ', a pavilion, 
a grotto, a bath, the temple of Apollo, and 
. many other embellifliments. There wc 
frequently dine, and breath a conftant fpirit 
of gayety. 

But I can have no foUd pleafur, my dear 
father, whenever I refledt on what your 
cruel gout makes you continualy fufFcri 
very happy fhoxid I be if I coud afford you 
any relief r eafe me fooiv of my anxiety by a 
few lines, with a favorable account of your 
health. I prefent my moft dutiful rcfpefts; 
to my mother j tenderly embrace my bro- 
thers and fiftersi ^nd falute all our friends. 
I offer the moft ardent prayers for your re- 
covery, and fhall never ceafe to be with: 
the utmoft refpcd, &c. 
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LETTER XL 

To the Marchiones von *** at Paris'* 

Sheinperg^ May %^^ *740v 

THE iparelBals of France judge of af- 
fairs of honor : why fhould there not 
be % fimilar arcopagus eftabllfhd, to judge 
of the affairs of love ? It ought to be 
compofed of a cert^n number of heroins, 
illuftrious, by their rank and* chiarafters ;, 
and who iare grown, grejr, to ufe the ex^ 
preflion* in the arms of gallantry, and are 
hecom verterable by the number of their 
conquefts. This would be a means of em- 
ploying thofe fair fuperannuarys, who at 
prefent appear in a manner ufcles in foci- 
€ty. There is a time to mix in the buftle 
of the day, and to be covered with a noble 
duft.; and there is a time.alfoto confult 
only, on matters that relate to the camp. 
Why fhould the latter period of life be loft 

to 
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to three parts of the fair fex ? Of what ufe 
might thcfe refpectable antiquitys ftill be ta 
the ftate. Inftcad of confuming their dayl 
in regret for the lofs of their charms j of 
envying thofe beautys 'who have fucceeded 
to their power; of criticifing their conduft, 
and obftrufting their enjoyments; they 
might on the contrary, be employed. in 
guiding them by their knowledge, in form- 
ing their plans of operation, in deciding 
their differences, in redreffing their wrongs, 
and in doing juftice to all Contending par- 
tys. Wh^t quarrels woud be prevented ? 
what lovers reconciled ? and what a num-* 
ber of ufeful fubjeds woud be prefervd to 
the empire of Cytherea, by fuch an efta- 
bliftiment. The god of marriage has his 
confiftorys, and why may not the god of 
love have his alfo ? There are a tHoufand 
judges in the world for the cafes of confci- 
cnce that regard marryd people, but not 
one that I know of, for the cafes of con- 
fcience that regard lovers. It feems to me^ 
Madam, that you have at Pzris^ a much 

better 
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better opportunity erf compofing Ibch ai 
eourt, than in any other part of the worlds 
Try therefore, I conjure you, to carry my 
plan into execution; endeavour to convoke 
Mefdames de ***** ♦, and add to them 
the abhcfs of * * *, and the priorefs of 
* * *, and the court will be complete. 

I ihall now propofe a cafe for their dcci*? 
fion : it regards myfelf. After my rctura 
from London and Paris, I became ena^ 
mourd, at Hamburgh oi a young heirefs, 
who is hand£bm, witiy, add I believe, pru- 
dent. She has m return, made w^ a hun-^ 
dred tirhe^ protxftations of an equal atj* 
tachment, fince I informd her of my in- 
tention of one day binding myfctf to h^t in 
the holy bands of wedlock. This was only 
a verbal agreement, without writing, or 
without taking or giving the leaft matter as 
carncft. I found a repugnance to coming 
to a conclulion at the age of 24, and to 
changing a life of gayety into the dull ma- 
nufaftory of pofterity. But while I was 
trudging under the yoke of love, fortune 

oertook 
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tecrtook me, and bbliged me to deliver my- 
felf up to her. The prince roial of Prulfii 
has engaged me in his Icrvice j I know not 
to what employ he will dcftin me, but I 
know that while 1 follow the court, I fhaH 
proceed very flowly, if I drag a wife after 
me. I cannot account be(ide,for that anarchy 
which the paffions produce in our minds; 
they feem to deftroy one another. Since I 
have been at Rheinfberg, and havcafted the, 
part of a courtier, I have fometime pasd a 
whole day together without ever thinking of 
my fair Hambourgian. Do you call this in- 
fidelity? Am i for this a traitor and a per- 
jurer ? It it not pofllble for an honorable 
lover to be diffipatcd, dazzeld by the full 
Maze of fortune, and aided by abfence, to 
fuflfer his love to dye aWay by inattention ? 
And is it not poffible for his miflres, on her 
part, to procure feme eonfolation, and by 
the aid of her charms, to find fome meanii 
of retaliating the neglefl f Ahd is not this 
tt leaft ft venal crime ? Vouchfefe, Ma- 
dam, to prb^fe ^tefe ihattttri to your 

learned 
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learned judges. I would not for all the 
riches of Peru, have cays to reproach my- 
fclf with having begun the world, either 
with a crime or with a wife. Denver 
me. Madam, from this double burden^ 
and be affured that you will confer on me 
an eternal obligation. 



LETTER XIL 

To my Father, 

JMymoJi dear Father^ 

THAT which we have fo long fore- 
feen is at laft arrived. The king, 
Frederic William, died at Potfidam, the 3 1 
May, at 3 in the afternoon. 1 fhoud think 
myfelf wanting in my duty, my dear fa- 
ther, if 1 did not fend you an account of 
the principal particulars of this great event. 

In 
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In thciiight, between the 26 and 27 ult* 
-the prince receivd a courier that was dif- 
patched by three perfons who are particuli- 
arly attachd to him, and were about the 
perfon of the king. They informd him 
that H. M. had pasd a very bad night, 
and that they were inftantly in apprehen* 
lion of his death : that it woud be expedi- 
ent for H. K. H. to be prefent at the laft 
breath of the king his father ; that he 
ihoud m^e all pofilble difpatch: ilill giv- 
ing his vifit, however, the appearance of 
the mere eSc6t of attention and tendernes 
toward H. M. 

This new5 alarmd all the court. The 
prince immediately prepared for his depar- 
ture. He orderd M. von Brand, cham- 
Jberlain to her majefty, the quecn^mothcr^ 
who was come there to make his court j 
count Wartenfleben, who fuccccds M. von 
Wolden, that died lately at Rheinfberg of 
an apoplexy, in the poll of marihal of the 
court*, baronKnobeUdorf and n^yfelf, tore- 
main at Rheiniberg with the princ^fs roial, 

and 
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tnd all the ladys of the court. The che- 
valier de Chafot fet off firom Ruppin, and 
the prince prefently foUowd him, attended 
by Meff. von Willich and Jordan. He 
drove fo hard that he well nigh killd a fet 
of his dappeld greys. When I took my 
leave of his highnes he made me under- 
ftand, by fome unfiniflid expreffions, that 
he did not expcft to fee me again but 
in quality of king. I muft confes to you 
that fince his departure my mind has been 
greatly agitated. God forbid that I fliould 
yrifh the death of the meaneft of mankind, 
and much lefs that of a powerful monarch ! 
rtfpeftoble for fo many great qualitys. But 
you are not ignorant, my dear father, that 
all my fortune depends on the advance- 
ment of the prince his foh to the throne ; 
iand bcfide, I had fcarce any knowledge of 
the king, while I have the happines to be 
clofely attachd to thi perfon of the prince 
roial, who has a thoufand amiable private 
virtues, that make the hearts of all wh» 
arc about him, devoted to him. The iate 

king 
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king was moreover of a difpofition hafly 
and violent, liable to be offended by tKc 
xnoft innocent actions; and the iirfl mo* 
tions of his wrath were fomtimes highly 
dangerous. He had in general, no affec* 
. tion either for the polite courtier or the man 
,of letters. Their appearance at Rheinf- 
berg was difguftful to him. He appre- 
hended that their converfation tended to 
promote that predominant paflion for lludy, 
which appeard in the prince : and tho he 
was the father, and of a penetrative difpo- 
fition, Jhe knew not the foul of Caefar : he 
could not conceive that a genius which 
was capable of painting viftorys was capa- 
ble of obtaining them. The long and 
grievous illnes of the late king, moreover, 
gave him frequently fuch fits of ill temper 
as made him terrible to the mufes and their 
votarys, and fomtimes alarmd us fo much, 
that we fhoud have been glad to have had 
Pegalus at command, to carry us out of 
his reach. 

VoL.lIL P In 
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In a fituation fo difagreeablc and'dangc* 
fous, that delire, fo natural to Kumiin na- 
ture to fee the epoch arrive which is to ealfc 
iis of our fears, and to be the bcgihifig 6t 
our fortunes^ was, I prefume, to be par- 
dond. Perhaps we miglit carry odr d(^- 
fires fomthing too far. \fie that howe^^r 
as it may, the whole cattle of Rh'cSnlBctfe 
attended the news from Potzdani with tlic 
kft impatience ; and whi^n a hbrs, a mule, 
or an ox, pasd the bridge on the left 6f 
the garden, every head was immediatefy 
tiirnd that way, and every one ran to tlic 
windows. The princefe roial alone feemcl 
uncbncernd, at leaft her cxtenor appear- 
ance was perfeftly decent. 

Five days paid in this anxious ftafc: 
they appcard to us of an intolerable length : 
more than once it feemd a& if fome new 
Jofhua had ftopd the cours of the fun. On 
"Wednefday evening, which was the laft 
day of May, the princefs had a party of 
cards with three of her ladys in her clbfct. 

Two of the ladys of honor, M. von B 

and 
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imd tnyfelf, made a p^ty at quadriU: m 
the anckhamber. About eigEt in the 
evening, the firfl: valet de chambre to the 
ptincefs arrivdy with a letter in his han4 
chat had a large black feaU which he 
&owd us, with a very myflerious air, as he 
pasd our table to go to her highnes. That 
convincd us that the king was certainly 
dead. We all laid down our cards ; the 
matadores were mixd ; we regarded them 

with contempt i M. von B got up, 

took his hat, and faid, I will be the firfi tp 
falute the princefs as queen^ and I will do it ifi 
an oratorical manner ^ andpronoume the word 
majefty^ majejiically. We drew gradualy to- 
ward the door, which was open, while the 
princefs read the letter; but flie read at the 
&me time all that pasd in 6ur mind$, and 
afkd us, with a feeming furprife, what made 
iis leave off play : we were very far from 
being able to give any good reafon, and 
her h^hnes laughd heartily at our confu- 
fion. We were again rallyd at fupper^ and 
1 could not avoid rexparking, that if the 
F z fick 
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fick king knew all that pasd, it would af^ 
ford him very litle confolation. The fup- 
per became quite gay, the princefs was ia 
the moft charming humor in the world 5 
ihe Tofe from table about midnight, and wc 
all retired to our ^artments. As fmaU 
lilyer money is more fcarce at Rheinfbcrg 
than go^ld, I had brought a good quantity 
with me from Hamburg;, and- before I 
went to bed, emptyd my pockets, and had 
placed about the value of a louis dor on 
the table, with which I intended to pay my 
gaming debts 5 and having put out my 
candle, went quietly to reft. 

But I did not reft long; for about two in 
the morning, I was waked by a number of 
horfes that pasd the wooden bridge on a 
full galop. I ftartcd up in my bed, and 
liftend ; but as I had no light in my room, 
and heard no noife in the caftle, I laid down 
again to fleep 5 but a few minutes after, I 
heard the voice of Baron von KrtobeJfdorff, 
who at the fame moment* opcnd my- door 
^haftUy, and cryd out. Rife, Bielfeld! tbt king 

ii 
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is no morel Willich is come courier to the prin^ 
cefs with the news of his death. I cxpresd fome 
doubt abou.t the certainty of the news, as 
we had been fo often deccivd by rcpoits^ 
but he cryd, l^o! no! the thing is fur e and 
certain^ he is dead! right dead! Jordan has 
orders to diffeSl and embalm his body \ and you 
know weU enough that when he is once in his 
bands he will never come to life again. I coud 
not forbear laughing at this fally, and defird 
KnobelfdorfFto procure me a candle that I 
niight get up. He woud get one himfelf, 
but runing againft the table in the dark, he 
threw it down, and all my fmall filver 
jingled about the chamber. When the 
light came, I jumpd out of bed and began 
td pick up my money, but he ftopd me, 
and cryd, What are you about? picking up 
pence at fucb a time as thiSy when it rains 
ducats! I continued however, to pick up 
my money, after which I flipd on my 
cloathe3« and we went together to find 
Baron Willich. 

He was gone up to the antichamber of 

the princefs, were we found him with Ma- 

F 3 dam 
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dam von Katfcb, Mile von Schack, «|id the 
young lady Bortefeldt, firft iDfiid of )b[<^or 
Vb H. R. H. He told us that he had loft 
his way in the wood» or he ihoud hs^ 
been at Rheinfberg by midnight ; for Hit 
late majefty expired at three in the aftet^ 
sioon, and the new king difpatchd him', 
imn^diately after. The deceasd monarch* 
be iaid, had died with a firnines equaly 
chi;iftian and heroic ; that he had been pre* 
paring himftlf for fome days for the impop- 
tant palTage ; that he had frequent confer^ 
ences with the prince roial On the affairs qf 
government 5 and with the miniftcrs pf thfj \^ 
goipel concerning the futur ftate, mid thi: \ 
dutys of a chriftian in the laft moments of 
this life. He told m moreover that thie 
prince, on his arrival at Potzdam, w^. 
much forprifed to find his father fitting in 
a rolling chair, and with the appeara^e 
of t^on^rable Hrength, appfyiog him** 
felf to Qccup^ons that did not appear to 
be thofe of a dying man: and that he fuf' 
peAed his correfpondents had been over fo« 
licitous to acquaint him with the kings ap* 

proaching 



¥ 
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diflblation: bat that H. M. 
}ilf pleasd with his fons arrival, and 
iffefted with the inftancie of regard : 
t lick king findingTiis diforder con- 
ially increaling, Ihewd ftill greater marks 
^r^fignation, arid of affedion for his fuc- 
^flor t that the laft day, perceiving the 
a?ar approach of death, his majefty made 
ihe oM' prince of Anhalt Deffau, and cap- 
tain Von'" Hacke, each of them, a prefent of 
a fine feddle Hors, "with fupcrb furniture: 
that he foon* after took a tender adieu of 
fcis^queen^ the priiice roial, and his other 
children, and of ttwDle generals and minify 
^efs whom he moft refpefted. After thefe • 
forrowful adieus, he entirely laid afide all 
thoughts 0^ human grandeur, that he might 
fix his attention on eternity y the miniftei^s 
of the gofpel being calld to afliff the dying 
^Hipnarch/by continual prayers and exhort^* 
lions. About one in the^ afternoon he fent 
for connfellor Ellert,.his firft phyfician, and 
aflcd him if he thought that his life and his 
fbtferings could cciiitihue long, and if the 
'5Lg6iiyi:o£lvislaft moments w6\ad be great. 
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The phyfician anfwcrd^ Tour majejiy is at* 
ready arrived at that period i, I feel the pulfe 
retire ; it now beats below your elbow. The 
king faid, where will it retire at lafi ? the 
doftor rcplyd, to the heart : and in\ibout an 
hour it will ceafe to beat at all. On which the 
king faid» with perfe<5t refignation, God^ 
will be done. A few minutes after this, the 
queen, the princes^ and princeflcs, with- 
drew 5 and in a (hort time that great mo- 
narch* drew his laft breath in the arms of 
the prince roial his fon. The new king, 
notwithftanding his exceffive griefs imme- 
diately difpatched baron Willich to the 
princefs roial, and M. von Boddcnbrough 
to Berlin, with the news of this important 
event. , 

To this Ihort account M. von Willich 
added, that the new king was on the point 
of fetting out for his old palace at Berlin j 
and that he wilhed her majefty the queen, 
to meet him there the fame day. 

How affefting foever fuch an account as 
this might have been on another occafibn, 
it couchd us now but lightly ^ becaufe Ihe 

accelfioii 
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acceflion of our prince to the throne, af- 
forded to our imaginations, objeds that 
were fufficient to efface every impreflion 
of forrow that the lofs of ten kings coud 
poffibly occafion. Our only embarraflP- 
ment was, how to announce this great news 
to the young queen, who was ftill in a pro- 
found fleep. Madam von Katfch, whofe 
command of temper and prefence of mind, 
never forfake her j notwithftanding her great 
joy, refignd to Mile Bortefeldti the per- 
formance of this office, , and inftru6ted her 
in the manner of doing it. She enterd the 
. queens chamber, and foftly drew the cur- 
tairis. Her majefty waked, and afkd her 
the reafoa of it. Mile Bortefeldt faid : I 
i£g your tmjeftys pardon for entering this 

morning fooner than ufual Why do you call 

mmajefiy? do you dream? faid the que^n, 
JV^, Madam^&it replyd, hut baron WHUchis 
arrivd''^'''^as a courier-^^—from Potzdanh-^ 

with the news that the king died yejler day ^ 

Madam von Katfch who had ready a pow- 
der againft fudden furprife, enterd the mo- 
F 5 mejt 
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ment after, gave it hey majefty, and was the 

firft to felute her ^ queen; About half 

zn hour after, thi^ charming queen ap- 

peard, in a fbrt of neglige, of black and 

white, and of exqurifit tafte. /Never did 

' fhe appear fo engaging. 'Her majefty per* 

mittcd us to enter the audience-chamber, 

arfd there' rectivd our homage. The com- 

ptiments of condolence were but Ihort, but 

thofe of felicitation were Efficiently long, 

and by the ardor with which they were 

made, lively expresd the fentiments of the 

hearts of thofe who have been hitherto at- 

tachd n\ore by zeal than intereft^ to the 

prince aod priacefs roial. 

The new queen infornid us, that fhe in- 
tended to quit Rheinfberginftantly, and 
go to Berlin : that (he would bre^kfaft with 
us, and at ten, go into her coach ; that we 
muft all prepare for our departuf ; and 
that fhe Ihoudhave occafion for eighty 
poft horfes at each ftage. There was fome 
difficulty in collefting, in fo fmall a town, 
/o great a number of horfes, after the long 

and 
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jKpd .hard winter of 174.0, .whi<;h had cs> 

'JiajUfted the country of fodder, and kUld 

j^any of the cat^^ However, as each 9ne 

(ii^as animated wi^^^ and with, an ardor 

|^,:^ew their zeal to the moftgractous aqdL 

mc^.wpryvy qi queens^ the relays wl?re loon 

.^d, and 6y eight in the mprhin^,^^ all was 

,i?ei*dy K>r the departur of H.'!^^. Our 

bjreajcf^ft was a real and Ipdendid rcpaft.^ 

The copk^ qnthis occafion exceedea their 

ttiual excellence. Madam vph iCatfch, firft 

l^y qf.the bcd^h^mber, drank to us,, in a- 

^reatglas,jthe healths of the new king and^ 

que^n,, with wilhes that the reign of their 

^inajj^ftys mi^ht ^be equaly long and proli>e- 

^us» X cc|pid ppt drink this health with- 

,j9Ut jt^^r^s of joy and affeftion^ and was 

un4>le; to- pronounce the words withquc 

ftamnienng; thefe impcrfeft expreffions.of 

the fen^iments of my heart, were found,. 

^owever,. more eloquent,, than ^he mqft 

Jqwing ijeripds^- H..M; vouchfafed to at 

/gre^ufi^ that flie woud continue to all of 

us byer protedttpn and roial munificence* 

F^ M.von 
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M. von Brand led the queen to Her coacK; 
the ladys foUowd ; and after we had falut- 
, ed H. M, for the laft time, at the coach 
door, (he departed like lightning, with all 
her^ train, for Berlin. Ml von KnobeU 
ftorfFfet oflF, by the king's order, for Potz- 
dam, to form the defigns for the fuperb 
funeral decorations of the church, where 
the body of the late king is to be placed 
for public view 5 and for the proceffion on 
the day of interment. . 

Thus has finifhd the remarkable refi* 
Sence of the prince roial of Pruflia at Rhe- 
infberg. And thus, after confecrating ten 
years, in that charming retreat, fomtimes 
to the mufes, and fomtimes in the ftudy of 
the art of war, and the art of government, 
he has now enterd on a theatre, where he 
may pra6lis that knowledge which he has., 
acquired, and where the whole world will 
admire thofe talents, which Hare been hi- 
therto known to a fmall number of hisfer- 
vants only. May I be a witnes of that glory 
which attends hini in his new career T 

The 
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The firft moments of the acccflion of 
thej king to the throne, have been entirely 
devoted to the itate. He has not yet had 
time to think on me. I I^ave therefore 
taken the opportunity to go to Ruppin, 
where I faw the regiment of the prince 
roial take the oath of fidelity to their oH 
commander and their new king. Thia was 
anew and very pleafing fight to me. I 
here found M. von Munfchow, and major 
ISenning. We are lodged and live in H. 
M. palace, and here wait his orders. All . 
the officers of the regiment, who are our 
friends, fhew us continual favors, and the 
joy here is univerfaL 

We learn every hour, fome new particu- 
lars of the death of the late king. They 
affure us that he formd fome years fince, 
the defign of abdicating his crown, and re« 
tiring to the Hague. In the famous treaty 
of partition, which he made with the prince 
of Orange, for the fucccflion of William III. 
o£ England, he exprefly rcfervd the palace 
at the Hague, calld the Old Court, and 
the pleafur caftle of Honflardick. It was 

there 



y Google 



m LETTER ^IL 

ffl«^«^ ^.4 h h h M^ t^9 rs}!^ 

and |in .eflfeft,. ; 8i?(Jic^c;4 f^^ ;?f^}??» W ^^ 
prefeiiqc of ,tfie j^r^flc? 9;f AnJ\4t,^9^ Xcty^rf I 
others. Jic moi^pf^jsj pricv^ thfit r^itKi^r 
tf> notify th^is ah^ic^tio^ ,th€ fa,rn.e ey^ni^,, 
jtofllthe oqiyijrts of^u^cype, ^^nd .m^kp jher 
tfoops 1^1^? ,the o^h ^qf $4^itjc. .Pr(]ivi- 
dcnqe however, .ri^^^derd t^U ftep upaeqef- 
farjr, Jby ,t^ing the .fick .monarch- a fewsr 
hours after» from this world, and putting: 
the fceptrjeii^to the hands of his fon ; by. 
the more natural ^]ivay, the right of jfucccf- 
fion. i thongjity my dear,fa{|her, that a par- 
ticular relation of fo iqtereftjng an cyent^, 
^pud not difpleas you/ ^ay yp^ find as^ 
n^uch ple^ifur in reading jas 1 have hadi 
in writing it. I have been for thefe three- 
d^ys ,p^ft, quite 4t leifur, apd cpud not: 
have bet^r cmployd my tjme, thanin per- 
4pyfning p^i:t of ^mjr dpty toward ,^pp. . 
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P. S. Anjexprcs is ithis n*jmcat smmd 
'fomi Berlin, Mdikh htit^s an order fpr M- 
von Munfcho?^ and mc, to repair imij^c^- 
latHy to Chariott;enbourg, a fjeafur I»JaCC 
about a league diftam from 3er}io, ivh^e 
riie kmg proppfes torefide tilljthe inter- 
nknt of *his father. We acejuft going imo 
the chaUe, and I beg, i my dear fathcr> 
that you addres your aniwer to me .at 
Berlin. 



LETTER XIII. 
To M. von St. -^^^ at Hamburg. 

CbarhtUnburgy Jum 20, 1740^ 

My dear Friend, 

THEY write me {from Hamburg,' , 
that you are litteraly bound to xny 
eldefl: filler, and that you are determind to 
marry her, nwugre every oppofitioawe can 

poffibly 
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pofldbly make; that you are becbm the 
favourit of my father, and that youihcw 
him infinit attention ; that you watch over 
him, and have never quitted him^ during 
his diforder, and that he cannot live with- 
out your^ company. They fay befide that 
you have abandond the mufes for love and 
friendAip; and notlvithitanding that bril* 
liant fucces.you. have had on the ilage and 
in the clofet^ by your maftcrly tranflations 
of the Earl of Effex, Phaedra and Hippoly- 
tus, and Brutus and Alzira, you no longer 
facrifice to -/\ polio, but have fent yourPe- 
gafus to grafs. What ftrange revolutions . 
can a pair of fine eyes make in the minds, 
and in the hearts of, us poor mortals ! I 
give you many thanks for your care of my 
f father, >nd cannot but be highly flatterd: 
I with having for. my. brother in law, a man. 
of merit, and one wJiom I had already 
efteemd as my friend. But ftill try how- 
ever, to make your paffion coincide, with 
your reafon, and do not letHymen.divor<ce 
you from the learned ladys. 

My 
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My father has ftiewn you, without doubt^ 
the long epiftle I wrote him a few days, 
fince, which contains fome anecdotes rela- 
tive to the kings acqeflion to the throne. 
And as I know that he has an exceflive pa- 
ternal folicitude for every thing that con- 
cerns me ; that he is very fond of news ;^ 
and that the nights of a gouty man are of 
an infufferable length; I here fend you a 
detail of all that has happend to me, and 
of all that has pasd within niy fight, fince 
the 4th of June, which makes the conti- 
nuation of my former account, and the 
reading of which may amufe my father, 
and furnifh you with fome topics of Con- 
vcrfation. 

I arrivd at Charlottenburg in the night, 
between the 4 and 5. The king and all \<^ho 
lodge in the caftle, were buried in a pro* 
found fleep; I found all the inns, and even 
the alehoufes, fo fiUd with ftrangers of 
both fexcsi and of every age and conditions 
that I had great difficulty in finding a bad 
chan^er^ or rather a mere flielter againft 

th^ 
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the unwholfocn air, without a bed, or cvcit 
ncceflary furniture. The late king, who 
had a kind of ^verfion for all that came 
from Frederic I. and coud not bear the 
air of magnificence which that prince im- 
presd on all his eftablifhmcnts,. had tcfti** 
fydj during the 27 years of his reign,, a 
ftrong antipathy to Qiarlottenburg. The 
fituation notwithftandihg, on the borders of 
the Spree, is charming, the caftle is large 
and (lately, the gardens are very extenfive^ 
knd difpofed in a tafte of elegance and mag- 
nificence 5 and the town, tho not enclofed,, 
is handfomly built. They even fay that 
the late king had a defign to reduce this 
town to a mere village, and to deflroy the 
noble park which reaches from here to the 
gates of Berlin. A country that is in dif- 
grace with its fovereign refembles the Hy- 
perborean regions •, where the fun cannot 
dart his rays, where natur languifhes, bc- 
coms frozen and inanimate. Such was the 
;ftate of Charlottenburg. The look of mi- ' 
jfery was ftanipd on all its inhabitants. The 

' - ^ iioui» 
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biOu^s that liquid have affbrded entertain- 
^neot, were totally unprovided, when %hp 
fiew king canie fo fuddenly there to efl:a« 
l>li& his ^-efidepce. The great and litle 
people who came from every quarter to fee 
a monarch that had been their joy and their 
hope, while he was prince roial^ prefently 
conAimed all the provifiqns of thp place, fo 
that there was not a morfel of black bread^ 
Dor a drop of bad beer, to be had for 

money. M. von M :-r— and myfclf^ 

were therefore obliged to refrelh ourfelves 
irom the fatigue of our JQurney, hy a largp 
gla&.of water, gnd }qg of wopd, on wbicji 
-we doled away the remainder of the night. 
I how found 6>r the firft time, that a cour- 
tier muft clime per dura ad ajira : and even 
by that road it is but. rare that he gets to 
his joiirney3 end. In the morping 1 chang- 
.cd my dres, and ran to the c^Ie, aq^ 
made my arrival known to the king, 4s 
foon as I heard he was up. I faw H. l^. 
firft in the chamber of M. yqn JJCftiftfling^ 
'Wfaeire he took the waters. He appeard 

quite 
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quite dejeftcd : I made hitn a fhort com*' 
pliment on his acceflion to the throne, 
which he vouchfafcd to receive gracioufly r . 
but faid to me, with tears in his eyes, Tou 
djont know what I have lojl in lojing my father^ 
I anfwerd, // is true^ Sire\ hut I know very 
welly what you have got ^ in getting a kingdom \ 
your lojs is greats but your motives for confo' 
lation are very powerful. The king fmiled^ 
and the converfation changed ; but I ob^ 
fervd in the midft'of all the fplendor of 
roialty, and the numberles occupations that 
attepd the begining of a reign, that riie 
fenfible mind of the king is not able to di- 
veft itfelf of grief 5 that natur cxercifes' her • 
^authority ; and that the filial forrow^ is 
ftriftly genuine. 

But if the king be grieved, his courtiers^ 
his officers and fubjcfts, arc in a manner 
diftradled with joy. I have already told you 
that there is here every day fo great » con- 
cours of people, that there is no^pafling 
the palace yard without danger of being 

presd 
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presd to death. Whenever the king ap- 
pears ^here in an inceflant acclamation 
Baron K— ~— is at the head of all thefc 
joyous fubjcfts. His apartments are never 
empty : all his doors are markd with the 
title of Cefarionf which the king has given 
him, and of which he feems to me to make 
a dangerous ufe. He receives 50 letters of 
felicitation and bufines in a day, and em- 
ploys feveral fccretarics in writing anfwers. 
Imbrued with the waters of Hypocrene, 
they flow from the end of his pen in a tor- 
ment of vers, which however does not al- 
ways appear to be genume. He receives 
-every day fomc litle prefcnt from the king, 
iwhich has the fame efieA on his mind, as 
^reat benefaftions have on thofe of others. 
He runs about the g^den and every part 
of the palace, with a litle amber flagelet at 
ihis buttonhole; he plays upon his bafc- 
viol, he fings, he laughs, he jokes and ral- 
lys. I was fearful from the beginning, 
ihacfo violent an agitation would alFeft his 

head. 
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faeadv aAd fo it has happed. He w^ 
fcizd ycftcrday with a violeot fevct^ which 
<k>nfit^s him t6 his bed. His fecretarjrs 
Tscc difmisd^ M. Jordan has drawn up a 
form, which fcrvcs as a general anfwer to 
all his ktters ; and we well hope that tran- 
quility will foon be reftoredto the mind, 
mnd to 'the dwelKng of the amiable Cefa- 
-non. - *- 

I am very well convinced df the fincerity 
of thofc who rejoice in this great event; 
that it proceeds frdm a real attachment to 
their new mailer : biit I have not a very 
great opinbn of the underflfanding of thofc, 
who imagin that the king will exhauft his 
treafures to fill their pockets: that it will 
ihortly rain gold, and that they fhall have 
nothing more to do, but ftoop and pick it 
up^ They who expeft that the kii^ will 
fuddenly make their fortunes, and thdy 
who fear that he will do them much harm, 
are perhaps equaly miftaken ; fo that the 
day of the advancement of this wife mo- 
narch 
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tkatch tt) the thfbntj t^k^n incVeryftnsK 
Iftay be property CaiUd, /& Aiy ijf Jiipes. 

1 liive hftirc liot dnly bdcom acqtiainted 
Wth the Aiiiniftieft tff ftate, and the gcnei^als 
^the army, but haVe alfo beeh prcfented 
^flrinde Winamf, the Icings brothci-, and 
'tiow the prcfumpdve Kcir to the^croVirn ; 
Hb the inarkftrave von Sthwedt, td tte 
'inarkgraves Henry and Charles, i6 the 
'duke of Holftein Beck, and to diVei*s other 
peribris of illuftrious rank. Priiite Wil- 
liam is one df the fineft figUr^ that lliaVc 
ever ftdn 5 he Is tall, ind in eyery refp^ft 
perfi'^fy Well propoftioricd.^ His hair is 
trown ^ Me has large blue IJjtightly eyes, 
and all his features are extremeiypieafing. 
Tho he does notexpres himfelf remarkably 
well, yet one may difcover in 'all he fafyis^ 
traces of genius : l^ut his edticatibh appears 
to have been mifch neg!eftcd ; and he hks 
'\ tirfiid ^nd' embiafi-asd ai?r, ^hich is ^try 
Very far from making a ftrik'ing impfeffldn 
on the 'firft interview, 

2 The 
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The king every day bcftows fome fnefii 
mark of his muoificence on his fubje&s in 
general, and his fervants in particular. 
The long and Jiard winter haying exhaust- 
ed all the private grainarys, H. M. on the 
fecond day of his reign, opend all his ftore- 
houfes; the corn was diftributed to the 
poor at a very moderate price, and want 
and mifeiy were immediately banifhd from 
among his people. There pafles no day 
in which he does not beftow fome magnifi- 
. cent favor, or make fome confiderable pro- 
motion, either civil or military. I forbear 
to mention pardcul^s, becaufe you will 
fee them in the gazetts. Our common 
friend count Trouchfes, has obtaind the 
fine regiment of count DonhoflT, which is 
in garrifon at Berlin. ( 

The king has publicly declared himfclf a 
freemafon, and a few days finee H. M. 
held a very illuftrious lodge. I made the 
nece0ary preparations, and a£ted as [princi- 
pal overfcer ; the king himfclf being m 
the chair. The curiofity of all the court 
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was very ftrongly excited. We retfeivd 
their highnefes prince William, the mark- 
grave Charles, and the duke of Holftein, 
who were all highly charmd with being ad- 
mitted of our order. 

They are very bufy in making the necef- 
fary difpofitions for the interment of the 
late king, which will be performd in about 
a fortnight, at Potzdam, with great pomp 
and folemnity. A Lutheran minilter of 
Berlin, named Baumgarten, a man of learn- 
ing, arid a great poet, is appointed to 
cdmpofe an elegy, or funeral cantata, in 
Latin ; which M. Graun, mafter of the cha- 
pel, is to fet to mufic, and as H. M. is not 
yet provided with proper -voices, he has 
prayd the king of Poland to lend hira 
three of his beft Italian fingers. The 
court of Drefdcn has on ^ this occaGon, 
found great pleafur in . obliging that of 
Pruflia, and has fent the Ss. Annibali, 
Amarevoli, and Monticelli, to whom was 
given, before they fer out, very decent 

Vol. III. G mourn- 
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mourning dreflcs, and money, not only for 
their journey, but to defray all their ex- 
pences^ during their ftay at Berlin. The 
king appears highly fenfible of this atten- 
tion, and invites thefe virtuofos to his even- 
ing concert, where they fing and hear with 
admiration, H. M. performs on the flute. 

It is impoflible to give you a juft idea of 
theconcours there is at Chariot ten berg and 
Berlin, where the king fomtimes goes ; of 
foreign minifters who come to compliment 
H. M. of people of diftindion, and. ad- 
venturers who arrive from every quarter. 
• Thefe laft feem to think that the king has 
mounted the throne merely to make their 
fortunes, and that his court will be the 
theatre on which they Ihall hereafter Ihine, 
if not as principal adors, at leaft as figur 
dancers. 

H. M. will fend three folemn embaflys, 
to the emperor, the kings of France and 
Great Britain. Colonel von Monchow is 
named for that of Vienna, colonel von 

Cammas 
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Cammas for Verfaillcs, and count Trouch- 

fcs, for Hannover, where H. Britannic M. 

arrived a few days fince. Each of thefe mi- 

nifters will have two or three gentlemen of 

the cmbafly, a fecretary of legation, two 

pages, a numerous livery, and a (lately 

equipage. The king told me the other 

day, with great goodnes, • that lie intended 

me for foreign affairs, and that it was his 

*de(ign to rais me in that rank, but that his 

bufines required experience and a regular 

routine; for which reafon he had fixed on 

me to accompany xx>unt Trouchfcs to 

Hannover; that the journey woud not take 

up much time, and that he woud advance 

me on my return. I confes this beginning 

is rather low, but as the ftation of a mere 

courtier has fomthing in it to me altogether 

frivolous, I accepted this offer with the 

moft refpeftful fubmiffion, and the next day 

H- M. fent me to Berlin, to take the oath of 

fidelity, in the prefcnce of his Ex. M. von 

Thulemeyer, minifter of ftatc for foreign 

G 2 aflfairs. 
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affairs. H. M, has given me at the fame 
time, a fuit of deep mourniirg, another for 
my valet de chambre, two liverys for my 
lacqueys, and a mourning coach. Count 
Trouchfes will receive his-inftruftiohs forth- 
with, and we Ihall fet oflF together, imme- 
diately after the intcwnent. 

In the midft of the preparatives for my 
journey, and the informations which his 
Ex. M. vonThulemeyer has the goodnes to 
give me every time I go to Berlin, I parti- 
cipate of the tranquil pleafurs of Charlot- 
tenburg, I take luxurious walks in its fine 
gardens, and affift almofl: every night at 
the concert. I alfo read, by way of amufe- 
ment, thofe pieces of poetry with which the 
king has been pefterd ever fince the firft 
day of his reign. They arrive by cart 
loads i it may be truly faid that the poets 
furround his throne like a fwarm of bees ; 
but, my dear friend, the greateft part arc 
in fa6l: no better than miferable drones, that 
are incapable of making the leaft impreflion 

by 
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by their fting : in a fit of ill humor they put 
me the other day, I wrote thefe lines j 

God fave the king ! from the poets dull 
vers. 

And. the tedious declaimers dull profej 
All enemys els he foon will difpers. 

If once he gets rid but of thofe. 

Among all the poetry made on this oc- 
cafi6n, that 1 have feen, there is only one 
piece that plcafes me, which is that which 
M. Voltaire fent to H. M. It confifts of 
regular ftanzas, and begins wich thefe 
lines ; 
£n fin voici le jour le plus beau de ma 

vie, 
Que le monde attcndoit & que vous feul 

craignics, 
Le jour oil la terre eft par vous embellie, 
Le jour ou vous regnes, &c. 

Bibold^ at length, the fair eft day of my life^ 

which the world wijhd for^ and which you 

G 3 alom 
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ulcnefeard ; the day on which you emhellijh tU 
earth j the day en which you reign, ^c. 

1 can remember only this ftanza, but I 
imagin the author will foon publiih it, and 
adorn his works with it. 

I (hall take care to fend you a defcrip- 
tion of the funeral of the late king, as foon 
as that ceremony is over. This fcems 
quite enough for the prefcnt. 
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To the fame. 

Charlotienburgy June 2,0^ '740. 

A/y ftioji dear Fricndy 

I Come from beholding the end of all 
human grandeur : a monarch on whom 
but a fhort time paft, the fate of millions 
depended, laid in the filent grave. How 
mortifying is fuch a fight to human yani* 
ty ! and how proper to make us refledl on 
the infignificancc of life, and all its wretch- 
ed pomp ! 

On Wednefday laft, all the preparations 
for the funeral parade bring ready, the 
king departed, after dinner, with all his at- 
tendants, for Potzdam. The marlhal of 
the court had forgot to affign me a place 
in the train j and as I was curious to fee fo 
remarkable a ceremony, I found myfelf 
G 4 greatly 
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greatly embarralfed, and the more as there ^ 
was neither coach nor hors to be had for 
money. I was (landing in the. court before 
the palace, and lior knowing what to do, 
when the king pafd by me to go to his 
his coach. He was furprifd to fee me, and 
afkd -why I was not gone. I told him the 
reafon in two words, and exprefd at the 
fame time my concern in very ftrong terms. 
He fmiled -, and perceiving count Trufches 
and colonel Walrave, who were going to 
their carriage, he ordered them to take me 
in. ^ Their chaife unluckily was for two 
perfons only, fo that I forced to fit all the 
way on the knees. of thefe gentlemen; how- 
ever as we had but nine miles to go, we got 
foon and pleafantly there. But when 1 ar- 
rived at Potzdam, I found that I had fufFer- 
ed a misfortune far greater than what I had - 
juft overcome, and one that was irreparable. 
We fet off fo haftily that my fervant had 
not tifne properly to fecure my portman* * 
teau^ fo that it got loofe, and was loft by 
the way. Now this portmanteau contaiad 

not 
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not only my black coat, but all the accou- 
trements for my mourning. My lot here 
was far mpre deplorable than that of the 
marquis de Grammont, who loft his fine 
cnibroidered fuit on the floating fands of 
Calais ; for any fine coat may do to go to 
a ball, whereas without a black coat it 'is 
impoffible to be prefent at the funeral pro- 
cefflon of a king. I difpatchd meflengers 
every way in queft of my poor trunk, with- 
out which I was like a monk without his 
frock 5 but all my inquirys were booties, 
and I was forced to give up all thoughts of 
walking in the proceffion, and to content 
myfelf with feeing it pafs by, in a gallery 
that was eredted near the church, for the 
principal fpeftators. As I could get no 
other mourning than a blue furtout with 
black buttons, I did not .dare fufF«r myfelf 
to be feen, and confequently could not 
poflibly obferve all that pasd : and as I dont 
love to relate what I have not myfelf feen, 
I can give you bqtan imperfed defcription 
of this funeral : the gazetts however, will 
G 5 fupply 
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fupply what is deficient; and perhaps baron 
Pollnitz, who officiated as mafter of the cc- 
remonys, and regulated all the difpofitions, 
with the kings approbation, will iiimfelf 
publifli a complete account. 

When I mention this cowrticr, fo cele- 
brated for his travels, his memoirs and other 
works, . I cannot difpcns with myfelf, from 
doing him the jufticc to fay, that he is a 
man of great difcernment> who having 
pasd his youth in the court of Frederic I. 
and fince frequented moft of the courts of 
Europe, has profited by their various, ac- 
complifljments, manners, and politenes. As 
there was not fufficicnt room ifi the caftlc 
jof Potzdam, for all the kihgs trairi, he of- 
ferd count Trouchfes and me,, an apart- 
ment in his hous, of which we gratefully 
acceptcdl ANHien the count had changed 
his dres, and I my linen,, for I had nothing 
but my blue great coat, we went together 
to ihe caftle, to fee the ftate bed of the late 
king. We found all the antichambers 
hung with black, and ornamented with 

large 
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large branches of mafly filver, and wax 
candles. The hall itfelf was lined with 
purple velvet, and adornd with fconces of 
filver gilt. At the upper end of the hall 
was raisd an eftrade of three fteps, covcrd 
with purple velvet, on which was placed 
the kings coffin, coverd with the fame vel- 
vet, and adornd with gold lace, and orna- 
ments of bronz richly gilt. The fword, 
the gloves, the gorget, the fpurs, and 
other military cnfigns, which his majefty 
was accuftomd to wear, were laid upon the 
coffin ; and it was furrounded by twelve 
high candlefticks of filver gilt, with large 
wax tapers; between thefe were placed 
ftools, coverd likewife with purple velvet, 
laced and fringd with gold; on which were 
placed the crown, the fceptre, the globe^ 
the fword, and all the other regalia. Each 
of thefe were of mafly gold, richly orna- 
mented with large brilliants and other 
jewels : before each ftopl there flood 
cither a lieutenant-general or miniftcr of 
ftateji and at the head of the coffin ftood 
G 6 marefchal 
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marcfchal Schwerin, holdkig the great ban- 
ner of tlie kingdom* Over the eftrade^ 
there hung a large canopy of purple velvety 
ornamented with broad lace and fringe of 
gold> and liaed with a filver fluff. The 
The arms of Pruflia were there embroiderd 
in relief. In a word, every part of the hall 
was adornd with all the tafte and magnifi- 
cence that it was poffible to introduce oa 
fuch an oceafion. 

After having attentively confiderd this 
mournful pomp, 1 returnd to baron Poll- 
nitz, where I found a company of thirty 
gentlemea and ladys of Berlin, and of the 
firft quality, who were come to Potzdam 
to fee the funeral ceremony, and whom our 
hoft had invited to fupper. We prefently 
fat down to table, and the fupper was 
fplendid aod decently gay. I was placed 
next Madam von A***,, the daughter of 
lieutenant-general count S^^^^ I fcarce 
ever faw a more amiable lady. She is tall 
and finely made. There reigns in all her 
features^ in her figur and her micn» a cer- 

taia 
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tain natural elegance of which it is impof- 
fiblc< for any one that has not feen her, to 
form an idea •, the charms ©f which arc 
more attractive than the moft regular beau- 
ty; and an air of blooming youth, renders 
her completely captivating : it is for thefe 
reafons that we find her portrait at court, 
and in all the principal houfes of the city,. 
She has a world of wit and many accomplifk- 
ments. The tone of her converfation, the 
fuavity of her temper, her graceful trifling, 
and polite manners, all declare her noble 

birth. M* Von A her hufband, is, in 

every fens, worthy to poffcs a lady of fo 
finiftid a charader. 

Supper being over I went to bed, quite 
contented with what I had feen,. but quite 
afflifted with the lofs of my portmanteau. 

The next morning all the bells of the 
town gave notice to thofe who were to at- 
tend the proceffion, to repair to the caftle, 
and take on them their fun<5tions, concern- 
ing which they had been informd tne 
day before, by a particular inftruftion from 

baron 



y Google 



158 LETTER XIV. 

baron Pollnitz. The drums at the fame 
time beat the general, all the garrifon aflem- 
bled, and were ranged in two ranks, from 
the gate of the caftle to the church door* 
The proceflion began about eleven. A de- 
tachment of the late kings regiment canfe 
firft*, then came all the domeftics of that 
monarch inideep mourning; grboms,coach- 
jnen, footmen, hunters, valet de chambres^ 
and pages. Thefe were foUowd by the de- 
putys of the tribunals of juffice, tiie cham- 
bers of finances, and of all the courts, as 
well of the provinces as the city. Next 
came the deputys of the grdnd direftory, 
and then the minifters of ftate of all the 
departments ; and thefe were foUowd by 
the great officers of the crown, each of 
whom bore, on a cuflieon of purple velvet 
laced and fringed with gold, one of the eo- 
figns of royalty; count Schwerin, in qua^ 
Jity of hereditary great chamberlain, bore 
thf^fceptcr; and in like manner the reft.. 
All the counfellors, minifters, generals, and 
great officers^ were follawd each one by his 

domeftics 
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domcftics in ftate liverys, which altogether 
compofed an immens train, and afforded a 
fuperb fight. At laft came the funeral cha- 
riot, drawn by eight horles with long black 
coverings. 

The coffin was UQCOvcrd* The canopy 
was fupported by twelve major-generals, and 
the four ends, with their toffels, by four 
lieutenant-generals. Immediately after the 
chariot came marcfchal Schwerin, bearing the 
great banner, and fupported by twogenerals^ 
Behipd this banner, at forae diftance, walkd 
the king, fupported by the old reigning 
prince of Anhalt Deffau, and the duke of 
Holftein Beck^ both marefchals. His ma- 
jefty was foUowd by at lead five hundred 
officers, generals, and others, who all 
marchd in ranks, and kept their lines like 
foldiers. The diverfity of their uniforms, 
and the great nunibcr of tbefc officers, all 
of noble familys, afforded the mofl: grand 
and brilliant fight I have ever feen. After 
the officers came the prince of Pruffia 
fupported by the hereditary prince Leopold, 

of 
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of Anhalt arid the prince of Zerbft: then 
came prince Henry, the kings fecond bro- 
ther, fupported by prince Thierry of An- 
halt, and the young prince of Holftein: 
and then prinQC Ferdinand, the kingi 
ybungcft brother, fupported by the princes 
Eugene and .Maurice of Anhault ; and 
laftly, the markgraves von Schwedt, Hen- 
ry, Charles, and William, as princes of fhc 
blood, fupported by lieutenant-generals* 
All the princes and noblemen were in the 
deepeft mourning, with trailing cloaks and 
long crapes in their hats. Each of them 
was attended by their livery fcrvants. The 
other generals followd after, two and two, 
and a fecond detachment of the late kings 
yegiment, clofed the train. 

As the proccflion pasd, the foldiers prc- 
fented their arms, the drums beat the ge^ 
neral, and the officers faluted with their 
efpontons and their colors. When the jftate 
chariot arrivd at the door of the church, 
twelve enfigns, all of noble familys, affifted 
by the four lieutenant-generals, and twelve 

major* 
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major-generals, who had fupported the ca^ 
nopy 5 took the coffin down from the cha- 
riot and bore it to the catafalque, that is a 
kind of ftage conftrufted before the altar 
for rcpofing the coffin during the funeral 
rites; that which was erefted on the pre- 
fcnt occafion and defignS by M. Knobel* 
ftorfF, was a mafterpiece of architefture, 
both in the invention and execution. 
It was coverd with a dome fupported 
by pillars of the doric order, which were 
furrounded by ftatues of white marble, with 
vafes and weeping genii j and the whole 
was intcrmixd with branches of cypres 
and ch^deliers with large wax lights. 
Every part of the church was hung with 
mourning, and illuminated with cryftal 
lamps, which were placed>on the architec- 
ture of the choir and altar, in fuch manner 
that the cornice, the pilafters, the windows, 
and the pillars, were markd by the difpofi- 
tion of the lights. 

When the king, and all who had afliflred 
in the proceflion, were fcated on the forms 
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and in the gallerys, they began to fing the 
canticles, which the late king had himfclf 
appointed for this occafion 5 after which the 
funeral cantata that I have already mentiond 
was p^rfornid ; and which I do affure you 
is highly excellent, as well in the poetry as 
in the mufic ; there runs throughout it, a 
pathetic that melts, feizes, and tranfports 
the foul. The cantata being over, another 
funeral canticle was fung; during which 
the generals and cnfigns depofited the coffin 
in the vault : and at that inftant the cannon 
planted in the garden of the palace were 
fired, and the foldiers gave % general dii^ 
charge. As the king came out of the 
cliurch, the cannon and fcnall aro^ were 
iired a fecond time ; and a third difcharge 
was made, when H. M. bad cnterd his 
appartment. 

At noon there were feveral magnificent 
tables fpread in the caftle, for all thofe wh6 
had aflifted at the funeral, and two tuns of 
old Rhenifh wine were broachd, which the 
late king had exprefly dircded by his will 

to 
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to be drank out at his funeral. The king 
dined alone in his chamber, and departed 
at five in the afternoon for Charlottenburg, 
were all the court foUowd him. 

The next day the great and famous re- 
giment of Frederic William was difbanded 
at Potzdam. The king has picked fome 
of the fincft men to incorporate with his 
regiment of Ruppin, which now bears the 
name of guards, and H. M. has augment- 
ed it to three battalions. The men who 
are the talleft and the leaft well made, arc 
fet apart to form a battalion, which is to be 
commanded bjr general Einficdel, and 
which is to remain in garrifdn at Potzdam, 
and conftantly to preferve the fame uni- 
form, arms, and exercife, as the regi- 
ment of the late king. Twelve fubaltern 
officers, all men of extraordinary ftature, 
have been chofcn to ferve in the kings 
Kvery as heyducks. Thefe giants, clothed 
in caftans, a fort of Turkilh robe, and 
having on their heads high caps with plumes 
of feathers, rcfemble walking colofles. The 

reft 
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reft of this gre'at regiment, will be incor- 
porated with the five regiments of infantry, 
each of two battalions, which H, M. is 
now raifing, and which they fay are deftind 
for prince Henry, prince Ferdinand, and 
the generals Munfchow, Cammas, andPer- 
fode. It is affirmd jthat the late king 
proved to his fon, by an exadt calculation, 
a Ihort time before his death, that H. M. 
might maintain ten thoufand more men, 
and a fuperb opera at Berlin, for the ex- 
pence that his tall regiment of Potzdam 
had alone coft him. 

In all that the king has hitherto done, 
there manifeftly appears great marks of 
genius, tafte, prudence, and humanity. I 
expeft tomorrow to take my leave of H. 
M. in order to return to Berlin, where I 
fhall make the laft preparations for my 
journey, and in a few days fet off for Han- 
nover, from whence J expefl: foon to have 
the pleafur of writing to you. 
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To the Privy Counfeller. Jordan, at 
Berlin* 

Hanntyuery July ()y 1740. 
Sir, 

WHEN you tell nije that many re- 
fpeftable people at Berlin are an- 
gry at my filence, you flatter my vanity ; 
as it is a proof that I am not totaly indif- 
ferent to them, and you can fcarce imagin 
how much defire I have to make friends in 
a land that I muft hereafter regard as my 
country; and where I am a ftranger, with- 
out fupport, and in a manner without any 
connexion. I fhoud have made many faux 
pas, had I not met with guides like you, of 
a found underftanding, and a heart void of 
jealoufy. I am ready to follow your ad- 
vice, and fhall write to all thofe you have 
mentiond, and which I Ihoud have already 

done 
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done, if the kings affairs woud have allow- 
ed me leifure. I fuppofed befidc that it - 
will be proper to give them fome account 
of my journey, and manner of living in 
Hannover : but Sir, I am as fatiated with 
accounts as the fecretary of the imperial 
cmbafly was, the other day with deciphering. 
He had been employd all the laft week, day 
and night, in deciphering difpatches : on 
Sunday, M. Munchhaufen gave a grand mi- 
nifterial dinner, to which the envoy and the 
fecretary of legation of the imperial court 
were invited. The defert was fuperb, and 
the principal piece reprefented a triumphal 
arch with the kings cipher: when. that 
piece was placed on the table, it was ad- 
mird by all the company ; but the poor 
fecretary hearing them talk about ciphers, 
and having his head full of his pad labors, 
quitted the table and left the hous, afking 
as he weat, what ciphers they were that re- 
quired deciphering ? The word Account 
woud have, 1 believe, the fame effeA on 
4 me: 
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tncj tho in general I have neither dread 
nor averfion for bufmes. 

Our journey from Berlin to Hannover 
was plcafant^ and my health has been con- 
ftantly good : nothing occurd in our rout 
worthy of remark, except that when we ar- 
rivd at Spandau, we found^near a fourth 
part of the town on fire ; the flames had 
rcachd the principal church, melted the 
bells, and the metal ran about the ftreet. 
The ho us of general von Derfchau, where 
wc ftopd, was but litle diftantj but not- 
withftandlng the confufion he receivd us 
very politely, and gave us a collation, with 
plenty of Champagne-, and while the juice 
of the grape flowd, at the governors," the 
foldiers by the aid of water, cxtinguilhd 
the flames; and we purfued our journey. 

I haye lately fent baiin Pollnitz a fliort 
account of the reception we have had at 
Hannover, and of our manner of living 
here : and I doubt not but he will fliew 
you my letter. I fliall therefore content my- 
fclf with telling you, my dear friend, that 

. wc 
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we go regularly twice a day, to Hcrenhau- 
kn^ to make our court. As I fcldom play, 
I profit by the fine weather, and walk after 
dinner in the pleafant alleys of the garden, 
or I feat myfclf in fome retird bower, and. 
am feldom without a book ; for I find that 
an excellent antidote againft the infipidity 
of a court. I follow your advice, and in- 
tend to make a regular ftudy of the ancient 
•poets, orators, and hiftorians, in order to 
form my tafte. I began with Homer, and 
have gone through both the Iliad and the 
Odyfley. As, like Henrietta in the Fem- 
mcs Savantes, I dont underftand Greek, 
I make ufe of the French tranQation of 
Madam Dacier. Pardon, my dear friend, 
the rafli declaration I am going to make, 
but I muft confes that it was with great 
conftraint that #^went through with the 
reading of ydur Homer. Perhaps this is 
biafphemy againft Apollo; but why did 
not that god beftow on me his influence ? 
why did he not animate my imagination, 
that I might difcern all the beauties of this 

father 
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fadier of epic poetry, who has be'e^ the ad- 
miration of fo great a number of the lite- 
rati for near three thoufand years ? I am 
very far from wiHiing to revive the difpute 
concerning the excellency of the ancients 
or moderns, nor fhall I here repeat what 
M. de la Motte has fq judicioufly remarkd 
in his reflexions, on criticifm, where he 
maintains the part of the moderns againft 
Mad. Dacier, who is the champion of the 
ancients. Oneof our friends fays, thai in this 
difpute Mad. Dacier argues like a dujly pedant ^ 
and M. de la Motte like a fprigbtly amiahle 
woman. But it feems to me that this man 
of genius has not faid all that might have 
been faid, and that is allowable for a daring 
young fellow like myfelf, whofe opinion is 
of no authority,, to add what he has omit- 
ted. At the worft, you will fuppofe that 
it is my ignorance which makes me com- 
municate thefe doubts and errors, that I 
may receive from your learning and dis- 
cernment, better information. I am un- 
der no apprehenfion that you will apoftro- 
. Vol. III. H phy 
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phy me, as Boileau did Perrault on ihc 
fame fubjca:, in the following epigram : 

Pour quelque vain difcours fottement a- 

vance, 
Contre Homere, Platon, Ciceron, ou Vir- 

gile; 
Caligula partout fut traite d'infenfe, 
Neron de furieux; Hadrien d*imbccile. 
Vous done, qui dans la meme erreur, 
Avec plus d'ignorance, & non moins dc 

fureur, 
Attaque ces heros de la Grece & de 

Rome: 

Perrault, fuffics vous empereur. 
Comment voules vous qu'on vous nom- 

. me? 

If for fome filly remarks idly advanced 
againfi Homer y Plato, Cicero, or Firgih Ca- 
ligula was every where treated as a fot, Nero 
as a madmi^n, and Adrian as \an ideot ; you 
therefore, who in the fame error attack thefe 

heros 
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beras of Greece and Rome^ with more igno^ 
ranu and not lefs r^age : Perraulty if you uere 
emperor J what fhould we €all you? 

You are much too modeft and too po- 
lite, to talk in fb didatorial and fo grofe a 
ftyle. On the contrary, I am inclined to 
think that you will read the following re- 
marks with fome indulgence. 

I fhall fet oflf with advancing no fmall 
paradox. I begin to think, thitt a man of 
fens who does not underjiand Greeks will make 
a truer judgment of Horner^, than a fcholar 
who has made a painful Jiudy of that language. 
In our early youth, every thing that ftrikes 
the imagination, and produces our firft 
ideas, by attrafting our regard, or de- 
manding a clofe application, impreffes on 
our minds, even to the verge of life, a 
cgnftant and unavoidable admiration. Thus 
during the whole cours of life, we reflcd: 
on the fimple fayings of our nurfes, and re- 
gard our mafters and profeflbrs as almoft 
infallible s and from the fame caus, we are 
H 2 conftant 
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conftant in the prejudices of our educattoit,. 
and doubtles from beiice alfo arifcs theob-. 
ftinacy of the prpfeflCors of erjronco^ opi- 
nions in religious matters. The learning 
of the d;ead lajnguiices ia attended with in* 
finit labor; and when we find any thing in. 
a Greek or. Latin author that is rational or 
ftriking, our vanity is fo flatterd with comi- 
prehending it, that by a fort of acknow- 
ledgment, we immediately regard it as 
fublime and infallible. Add to this, that 
the preceptors, and the profeflbrs- of claf- 
fical learning, in explaining thefe authors^ 
infpirc us with a kind of veneration for 
them, and ofttimes makes us look on that 
as a true beauty, which among the modems 
would be regarded as fals or trifling. 

Let not therefore this long and univerfal 
admiration, of Homer by mankind, conti- 
nue to deceive us : for there is nothing in 
it that is cither wonderful or coticlufive, to 
a philofophic mind. If a monarch was to 
decree, (I will not fay the Paradife Loft of 
Milton, thejerufalem deliverd of Taflb, the 
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Louifiade of Camoens, and the Henriade of 
Voltaire-,) but what isftill much more, that 
the Rolando Furiofo of Ariofto; the adven- 
tures of the belle Madclona of Provence, 
or the book of PEfpiegle, fhoud be con- 
derd in his dominions a$ claffic authors, 
and (hould cftablifh profeflbrs to explain 
them, and to point out all their beautys, I 
woud venture to pronounce, in the name of 
experience, that thefe books woud. run 
^ through a hundred imprefTions •, woud be 
icnrichd with notes and commentarys, and 
reverenced in feculum feculorum. Now 
we learn from hiftory that Homer was 
eredted into a clalTic author by the decrees 
of the Grecian republics; that feveral citys 
difpured the honor of his birth place, and 
maintaind copyifts to tranfcribe his poems; 
and if any one was bold enough to criticife 
his works, he was not only regarded as ia 
Zoilus, but was in danger of being pro- 
fcribed by the fenate, and evil treated by 
the people. The Romans, even till the 
time of Auguftus, had no other epic poem 
H 3 than 
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than that of Hom^r, and paid but litle re- 
gard to works of the imagination. It is 
not therefore very furprifing that they 
Ihoud be content with thefe. During the 
reigns of the following emperors^ the tafte 
for letters continualy degenerated, and the 
approbation of the midle ages is by no 
means a certain proof of the merit of any 
work. It feems therefore, to me, that the 
argument drawn from the conftant admira- 
tion of fo many centurys, is far from being 
fo conclufive as fome woud pretend. But 
what is ftill more, I am clearly convinced, 
that Homer did not perfeflly underftand 
his own language, and that his ftyle is not 
remarkably good (tho the mixture of diffe- 
rent dialeds, which runs thro his poems, 
appears to me odd enough) but as diftion 
is to thought, what dres is to a man, and as 
among the vulgar more than one man is 
admired for the pageantry of his appear- 
ance, it may very well happen that the 
vulgar learned may fuffer themfelves to be 
dazzeld by the pomp and flourifli in the 

ftylc 
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ftfJe of Homer : whereas a man who does 
not underftand Greek, fees, to ufe the ex- 
preffion, the naked mind of the poet, and 
examins as a neutral and unprejudiced fcru- 
tator, the body of his thoughts. It is here, 
Sr, that I find many remarks to make ; 
permit me to point out the moft material;, 
I Ihall pafs them over as briefly as pofllble, 
that I may not protraft this letter, whicl> I 
perceive is degenerating, whether I will or 
not, into a diflercation. 

Why muft thefe two poems of Homer;' 
be the models for all others ? They appear 
ta.me to favor ftrongly of that imperfec- 
tion which accompanys firft produdions of 
every kind. Do you^ think if impolEble 
to imagin a quite different plan, or tcr 
change and irhprove that of this firft in- 
ventor ? Indeed, if tedious epifodes, con- 
ftantly repeated; if cndles harangues, or 
rather fermons, in their oounfels, and at the 
hea4 of their troops, which were not only 
unnatural, but in at great degree ufeles, as 
far the greateft part of an army that was 
H 4 fpread 
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fpread oyer at leaft a league of ground, 
coud not poflibly hear them ; if a naufeous 
repetition of the fame ideas, and the fame 
circumftanceis j and a continual interpofi- 
tion of their gods, whenever their heros 
committed any blunder: if,. 1 fay, all 
thefe, which make the conftituent parts of 
Homers work, are of the eflcnce of an epic 
poem, I muft confes that it appears to mc 
to be an invention only proper to amufe 
children, and that the fenfiblc part of man- 
kind are much to be pityd, when f hey arc 
forced to^draw leflbns of wifdom from fuch 
a fource ; to reap inftruftion from fo dif- 
gultful an employment. 

Madam Dacicr is fb much |>oflrcsd with 
-tl'ie merit of the author, who has given her 
fo much pains in tranflating, thai fhcis con- 
tinualy crying out, in her notes, even fom- 
timcs in thofe places where Homer fays the 
moft infignificant things : O! what poetry! 
what divine poetry! ^nd in her preface, 
Ihe maintains, after VeJlejus Paterculus, 
tkat Homer had m one before him whom be 

could 
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Wild ifnUatt^ nor has there been arrf one Jince 
^0 has been able to follow him : and pre- 
fently after, That thtre never was a poet that 
could reaeb the heights of Horner^ or that coud 
even comprehend his art : if they call art the 
produ£tiohs of a healed imaginatipn, that is 
continuaiy at variance with' common fens, 
it fcems to me, that the lofs of this art is 
no great misfortune to mankind, if it b^ 
loft. Read, I entreat you, the preface th^t 
Mad. Dacier has placed at the head of the 
OdyfTy, and you will fee what reafoning, 
prejudice, and the fpirit of party, can pro- 
duce in a woman, otherwife of great abi- 
lity. After heaping together a number of 
wretched arguments, in order to juftify her 
divine Homer, fhe makes an attack on M. 
Perrault, and having firft allowec^, that he 
was a man of fens^ a good author^ and had 
bejide all the qualitys that form an honejly wor- 
thy man; and after giving him many other 
commendations, flie concludes by laying, 
that all thefe good qualitys were effaced or 
clouded by one fault : and what was that 
H 5 fault ? 
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fault? Will you believe it ? He did not 
relifli Homer : nay, he even dared to tri- 
ticife him. Horrible crime, that coud tar- 
nifh all the talents and all the virtues of a 
worthy man! For mercys fake, Sir, do 
not in this cafe treat me as wood a Dacier, 
but conftantly continue your friendftiip to 
me. I have only propofed you my doubts 
in general, at another opportunity I fhaH 
explain my reafons more particularly. Sa- 
lute all our common friends, and believe 
me to be without limitation, &c. 
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V 

LETTER XVI. 

To the Privy CounfcUor Jordan, at 
Berlin, 

Hannover^ July ZOi i74^* 

IT is then your pleafurc. Sir, tHat I 
Ihoud continue to communicate to you 
my ideas concerning Homer, and you fuf- 
pend your judgment till you fee the con- 
clufion. I obey, but it is with tremblings 
tho I flatter myfelf that thefe remarks will 
never be read by any eyes but yours: but 
if, contrary to my intention, they ftioud 
tranfpire, and fhoud alfo be found not 
ftriaiy juft, I expcft from theequity of the 
public, a judgment lefs fcvere than that 
which the outrageous partifans of the an* 
dents pronounce againft the fens and tafte 
of their adverfarys. 

Let us firft examin the fable of the Iliad 

and the OdyfTy : the fubjed of the firft is., 

H6 *^the 
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*' the wrath of Achilles •, who quarrels with 
** Agamemnon about his miftres, and rc- 
** tires to a diftance, to brood over his rage. 
** Their foes, profiting by this diflenfion, 
** gain fome advantages ; but the two chiefs 
** being reconciled, defeat their common 
« enemy," In the Odyfly, " Ulyffes for- 
" fakes his native country : his abfence oc- 
*^ cafions great difordcrs in his family : but 
*• after wandering many years, he returns to 
** his country, kills his enemys, and re-efl:a- 
*« blifhes his government/* I confes that 
air the art of Homer was neceflary to make 
of: f^ch trifling fubjefts^ what he has made ; 
butJ where was the neceffity of his making 
CJ)oic? of fuch fubjeds ? Did not the hif- 
tory pid fable of his time offer thofc that 
' were more noble and pathetic ? Compare 
tbefc fubjefts to thofe which modern epic 
poets have treated, and judge without pre- 
judice. Read Milton, who has defcribed 
the lofs of paradife and immortality ; fub- 
Jefts that are of all others the moft effenti- 
^y intereftlQg to human natur, and which 

offer 
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oJSbr the hightlt bMucys, without having 
recours to epifodts and other foreign orna- 
ments-, inaword^ a fdbgeKft which tnabtes 
the poet, to ufe th^ expreflion, to becdm 
the painter of the terredial paradife, and all 
the beautys of natut. Camoens defoibes 
to uS the difcovery of a new country,, id* 
moil a new worlds by the aid of the im-^ 
portant art of navigation ; and from this 
difcoveryarifcs the fouree of the communi- 
cation and commerce between the two 
principal parts of the inhabited earth. 
TafTo paints in pleafing colors, the city of 
Jerufalem, which forms an objeft of the 
HToft profound veneration, to all who bear 
the name of Chriftians ; and the delivery of 
that city, where the Saviour of the world 
expired on the crofs, for the redemption of 
mankind, from the yoke of the Mahome- 
tans. M. Voltaire has drawn a model for 
kings and heroes, in the perfon of Henry 
IV, one of the greatelt monarchs the earth 
ever produced : who by his virtues and ex- 
ploits, became at once the conqueror and 

the 
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the father of his people. Thcfe are fub- 
jefts that appear to me to be truely 
great, and worthy of the majefty of an 
epic poem. 

-Let us come to the invocation : we Ihall 
not examin here, whether it be neceflary or 
not ^ but it fliould feem that thofe which 
Homer has -made, muft have produced ^ 
ftrange effeft on the minds of his cotempo- 
rarys. He begins his Iliad with thefe 
words : Coddefs^ fing the wrath of Achilles^ 
the Jon of Peleus^ fffr. and his Odyfly thusii 
Mufe^ relate the adventures of that wife mariy 
who after having ruind the faered town of 
froyy wanderd many years in different cosm^ 
trys^ (^c. When the poet wrote this, the 
pagan religion prevaild every where; and 
confequently the names Goddcfs and Mufe 
muft have excited in the minds of the pa^ 
gans diflPerent ideas, from what they do 
in ours, who regard their divinitys as fabu- 
lous. What flioud we fay, if a poet was 
now to begin his work with thefe words : 
Holy virgin^ fmg the wrath of Charles XIL 

* ' fon 
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fon of Charles sXL or Saint Genivive^ nlate 
the adventures of that wife tnan^ wboy after 
having ruindtbe citys of Italy and Germany^ 
re-efiablifhd the empire of the eafi^ (^c. And 
what goddefs is this, moreover, whom 
Homer invokes in his Iliad ? It feems to 
me, that Madam Dacier was not acquaint- 
ed with her.; and that the matter wpU de- 
fcrves to be clearly cxplaind. , 

I think that the fcries of recital in a 
poem, ftioud be different from that of a 
hiftory, but in both cafes the readers natu- 
ral curiofity makes him impatient to 
Jcnow the event: and perhaps this curiofity 
is ftronger in the fimple aftion of a poem, 
than in a regular hiftory, where a great 
number of fafts fuccced each other. It 
feems to me, therefore, neceffary to pre- 
vent, by epifodes, allegorys, fimilys. Sec. 
the drynes of narration in an epic poem ; 
but all thefe ornaments require to be dif- 
pofed with difcretion, and not thrown pro- 
fufely over every part. Now it appears to 
me, that in the poems of Homer the 

principal 
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principal aftion is drbwnd in the cpi- 
fodcs and digreffions; The ^tenrion cf£ 
the reader is not jfcngdged and fufpcnd- 
ed ; but his impatience is put to the 
rack, and the thred of the narration 
is fo interrupted by thefe triHing eftfbel- 
lifhmctits, thdt his memory cannot recA 
the far diAant fafts. Do you call fhefc 
beautys that Ure efleritial to the epopta ? 
Or are they imperfeftions, or real faults ? 
1 ihall not determin. Enlighten my under- 
ftanding. Sir, if I am blind enough to take 
One thing fof the other : but I will venture 
to aflert, that never any man of difcern- 
ment has read, in out days, the poems^of 
Homer quite thro without wearines. 

Are all thefe metaphors, thefe all?gorys 
and fimilys, moreover, divcrfifyd, noble 
and graceful ? By no means. We fee the 
fage Homer conftantly falling into repeti- 
tions, into low and trivial expreflions. 
Were I to write a diffdrtation on thefe mat- 
ters, I coud cite thirty verfes that contain 
the fame idea, and where I conjefture in 

the 



Digitized by 



Google 



LETTER XVI. 185 

the original, he makes ufe of the fame ex- 
preffions. He twenty times repeats, fomc- 
times of his hcros, and fomtimcs of his 
gods, that after they had well eat and 
drank, they did fuch or fuch a thing. 
Handfom Juno with gny eyes^ occurs in al- 
moft evrery page, with many other like re- 
petitions. I am not ignorant that the pa- 
trons of Homer remark, that every judici- 
ous reader will tranfport himfelf in idea, to 
the age and place where the poet wrote, 
and will judge of the thoughts andexpref- 
fions, by the manners and cuftoms of thofe 
diftant times, which are totally different 
from thofe of our days. But, my dear 
friend, my cenfure does not fall on the 
images and comparifons taken from obje6ts 
dependent on inconftant cuftoms and 
ufages, but on thofe that are drawn from 
natur, and which remain the fame in all 
ages and all places. Regard, I befeech 
you, an ox or an afs, and confider if 
a man of found fens coud ever make a 
rational and polite comparHbn of fuch 

ftupid 
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ftupid and and clumfy animals as thofe, t(P 
gods or heros. But fuppofe thofe fimilysr 
and images had been noble and brilliant in 
the days of Homer, they certainly arc not 
fo in our days. I will allow the cotempo- 
rarys of this poet to have thought them 
fublime, provided I am peVmitted to find 
them otherwife three thousand years after ;. 
and living in an age of greater learnings 
and of different manners^ 1 may be allowd 
to fay, that 1 find them neither entertaining 
nor inftruftive. It feems to me, that when? 
gods and heros are introduced into any- 
work, whatever may be the religion and 
country of the writer, he aught not ta 
make them talk idly, or give them the 
manners and fentiments of porters or fut- 
lers, of pirates or highwaymen. Madam 
Dacier fays juftly, that a poet can give ta 
gods no other language than that of menv 
but he Ihould nor, at leaft, make them 
talk the language of the meaneft of man- 
kind. On the cqntrary, he (hould give 
them that ftyle in which CorneiUe, Racine^ 

Voltaire, 
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Voltaire, Crebillon, t'enelon, and fomc 
©thers, make their heros and demigods 
difcours. 

M. Voltaire fays, in his Eflay on Epic 
Poetry ; " with regard to what they call 
vulgar, in the heros of Homer, they may 
laugh as much as they pleas, at feeing Pa- 
troclus, in the ninth book of the Iliad, put 
three legs of mutton into a pot, light and 
blow the fire, and dres the dinner \^ith 
Achilles. Achilles and Patroclus, are not 
for this the lefs illuftrious. Charles XII. 
king of Sweden, was his own cook for fix 
months, at Demir Tpcca, without lofing 
.any thing of his heroifm ; and the greatcft 
part of our generate j who carry with them 
%to the camp all the luxury of an efFemiHatc 
court, will find it a hard matter to equal 
thefe heros who dresd their own dinners^ 
&c.'' 

I, readily allow that Achilles and Charles 
XII. will be always regarded as very re* 
ipeftable heros, tho the one put the mut^ 
ton in the pot, ami the other the fowls 

upon 
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upon the fprt ; but were I to make either 
of tbefe great men the fubjed of an epic 
poem, I think I (hould aft very abfurdly 
to infert fuch trifling and difinterefting 
anecdotes of their private life, and that my 
readers woud have a vtry good right to 
laugh at my expence, or at leaft to be dif- 
gulled with reading my relation. 

It feems to me, moreover, that Madant 
Dacier and the other admirers of Homer, 
have not always a difcernment nice enough 
to diftinguifli between the fublimeand bonir 
baft. When Jupiter, by one fneeze, makes 
all Olympus tremble ; or when another god^ 
to tranfport himfelf to a iter tain place, lakei 
three fteps, and at thefourth arrives at the 
end of the earth* I find nothing in this 
more fublime than in the tales of the fairys, 
or of the man with the blue beard aftd great 
boots, who went feven leagues at bnc 
ftridc. ^ In moft' of thefe paflagets ^hich 
pafs for fubUme, and in gent^ral, in the 
finefl: inventions of Homer, probability, 
Bnd even poflfibility, phyfical and moral, 

appear 
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appear to me ta be wolaiicd. Read, 1 
<;oiijui3e you, the-defcription yfhkk he gives, 
iiv the eighteenth book of the Hiad, of the 
fcictd of Aehilks^ and judge, if it be pof- 
fiblo for all the adventures that he there 
relays ta be engraved on a Ihield, how 
large^ foever you may fappofe it to ber 
a»d if, by the art of^ Vukan, the thing 
were pofliblej a Ibiekl engraved with fucb 
miniite ftrokes, when feen at a diftancc, 
oiuft appear to be a piece of armour in a 
very bad tafte; and, at the fame time, 
very ridiculous. The imagination of an 
author muft be either very barren, or ex- 
travagantly heated, who can fa illy place 
the^ccounts he would relate, or the orna- 
ments with which he would embellifli his 
work. See with how much more tafte 
and ^probability, Taflb has placed the paint- 
ings of the loves of A<^hillcs, of Hercules 
and Omphale, of Antony and Cleopatra, 
&c. over the doors of the palace of Armi- 
da, through which Renauld was obliged 
to pafs, to arrive at the clofet where his 
miftres attended him. 
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There are many more remarks that I 
could make on Homer, but I (hall here 
defift, for it is not my dcfign to enter into 
a controvcrfy, or write a diflertation. Per- 
haps I have already faid too much. Per- 
mit me to conclude with one more reflec- 
tion, which is, that the merit of an author 
always appears to me fufpicious, when his 
partifans are obliged to have recours to fo 
many fubtiltys to defend him. It is at 
leaft evident, that the beau tys of his work 
are not univerfaly pleafing ; and the ma- 
nifeft inequalitys that are found in the 
writings of this poet, have long fmce given 
rife to that well known faying: 

Interdum dormilat bonus Homerus. 
From what I have here faid, do not con- 
clude, my dear friend^ that I am in the 
leaft diflatisfyd with you, for having re- 
commended to me the reading of this au- 
thor. Far otherwife : I owe you a great 
obligation; for I am at all times highly 
pleasd to becom acquainted with the arts 
in their origin, and with all their firll im- 

perfedions. 
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})erfe£bions« Befidc, a man muft he totaly 
dcftitute of tafte and difcernment, who 
does not find numberles real beautys in 
Homer. And this we ought to acknow- 
ledge with the fame freedom that we* rc^ 
mark his defefts. I admire, I am charmd 
with thofc fublime paflages I met with in 
this poet; but I laugh at the enthufiafm of 
his bigotted admirers, who would juftify 
all his imperfc£^ions, >and who publicly 
accufe every one of ignorance or infinceri- 
ty, who will not take that which is mean or 
faulty, for beautiful or fublime. Tell me, 
after all, I entreat you, am I right or 
wrong ? Your judgment has-»fo great an 
autliority over mine, that you will find it 
very ready to fubmit ; for I acknowledge 
moft freely, that error is the lot of huma- 
nity, and efpecialy of fo weak a humanity 
as mine. I have the honor to be, in ex- 
pc6tation of your alnfwcr. Sir, &c. 
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To Baron von PoBnItz, at Berlin, 

Hann'ovefj Aug. 6, 1740. 
Silt, 

So then, the king is returnd to-Konigf- 
berg in Pruflia ! I give you many 
thanks for the relation you have had the 
goodnes to fend me of his majeftys jour- 
ney. I have read it to fome perfons of 
merit here, who arc in raptures witk thofe 
marks of clemency aud greatnes qf foul, 
that the king has every where fliewn ; and 
with that ingenious manner in which you 
recount all thefe aftions, and the remark- 
able ceremonys that have accompanyd the 
reception of homages. This interefting 
defcription is, in a manner, a continuation 
ot your memoirs, which afford fuch pleaf-. 
ing entertainment to the polite world. We 
are not furprifed that the king has not 
2 been 



y Google 



i 



LETTER XVII. 193 

beea cix) wnd. Frederic, the firft king of 
Pruflia, had gocxl reafons for fubmitting to 
that ceremony.;, but his fucceflBbrs receive 
the crown from the hands of Providence, 
and, not from their fubjefts. They content 
themfelv.es with adminiftring the oath of 
fidelity to the troops, to the nobility, and 
»the people. Mcff. Dacier, medallifts at 
Geneva, have juft ftruck a very fine and 
large medal, which corresponds with this 
idea. It is in bronze ; on one fide is feen 
the bull of the king, with the ufual infcrip- 
tion, Fredericus IL Rex Borrnfftje ; and on 
the exergue, his majeftys motto, Propnlria 
&? pro gloria. The revers reprefents the 
city of Konigfberg, over which is an eagle 
with extended wings, and thefe words ; 
Rex natura. 

The king, who is not fond of ceremo- 
nys, is I believe very well pleasd with 
avoiding this, tho he will have others to 
undergo in his journey to Weftphalia, 
Cleves, and Wefel. All thefe journeys 
well form fo many courfes of excrcifes for 
Vol. III. I you 
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you courtiers. Your minds, as well as 
your bodys, muft be not a litlc folaced 
with the intervals of rclt. To amufe 
your leifur, permit me. Sir, to fend you a 
ihort account of our fojourn at Hannover ; 
which you may not regard as altogether in- 
different, feeing you arc acquainted with 
the principal adtors who Ihine on this 
theatre. 

Scarce had Frederic William clofed his 
eyes, befoe we faw arrive at Berlin, as 
you remember, baron Munchhaufen, firft 
minifter of the king of Great Britain, in 
his electorate of Hannover, in order to 
prefent on the part of H. Britannic M. the 
compliments of condolence and felicitation 
to our new king. This arrival was fp fud- 
den, that baron Munchhaufen coud not 
have receivd the order from London, fince 
the death of the late king. From whence 
we conclude, that the embafly of this mi- 
nifter had been determind in England, 
from the time they knew of the dangerous 
diforder of the Pruffian monarch; and this 

rc- 
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remarkable attention gives room to conjee^ 
ture, that the court of London endeavours 
to prevent ours, by (o much politencs, in 
order to efface the remembrance of that 
perfonal animofity, which fubfifted from* . 
their early youth, between Frederic Wil- 
liam and the king of Great Britain, and by 
which their minifters have been frequently 
greatly embarrasd. They fay that this na- 
tural antipathy, wWch is wors than hatred, 
had once rofe fo high, that the two 
monarchs, after the example of Charles V. 
and Francis I. had determind to decide it 
by fingle combat ; that the king of Eng* 
land had fixd on brigadier Sutton for his 
Second ; and that his Pruflian majefty had 
made choice of colonel Derfchau ; that the 
territory of Hilderfheim was appointed for 
the rendezvous. H Britannic M. was then 
at Hannover, and H. Pruffian M. was al- 
re^ady arrivd at Saltzdahl, near Brunfwick. 
Baron von Bork, who had been the Pruf- 
fian minifter at London, and was difmifd 
from that court in a very ungracbus man- 
. I 2 ncr. 
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. ncr, arriving at Saltzdahl, found the king 
bis mafter, in fo violent a rage> that he did 
not think it advil'eable, diredly to oppofe 
his dcfign ; but on the contrary, in order 
to gain time, fcemd to approve of the 
choice of a fingle combat, and even ofFerd 
his fervice to carry the cartel. Bi3t entring 
the kings appartment about an hour after> 
he took the liberty to fay, " Sire, I am 
convincd that your raajeftys quarrel ought 
not to be decided but by a duel, and if I 
may be allowd the expreflion, as between 
one gentleman and another. But your ma- 
jefty is fcarce recoverd from a dangerous 
illnes, and have ftill remaining all the 
fymptoms of your late diforder : how un- 
fortunate therefore woud it be, if you 
Ihoud relaps the evening before the com- 
bat, or even that very morning; what a 
triumph woud it be for the Englifli king ? 
and what woud the world fay? what odious 
fufpicions would it caft upon your majeftys 
courage? Woud it not therefore be far 
better to poftpone the affair for a few days, 

2 till 



y Google 



LETTER XVir. 197 

till your majeftys health is cftablilhd ?*' 
The king, they fay, acquiefccdy tho with 
difficulty, in thefe reafonings j the cartel 
was not fent ; the miniflers on both fides 
gaindtime; the wrath of the two kings by 
degrees evaporated ; and by the next year 
they became in a manner reconciled. 

I do affure you, Sir, that we do not now 
find the Icaft traces here of that ancient 
animofity between the houfes of Pruflia and 
Grieat Britain : it feems to have been buried 
in the grave with Frederic William. W^ 
find nothing at Hcrrenhaufcn, but polite- 
nes and attention. That court feems to* 
endeavour after a clofe and fincere attach- 
ment with ours \ and if I am not miftaken, 
will be charmd to cement this new connec- 
tion, by a marriage between the prince of 
Prufiia and the princefs Louifa of Great 
Britain, of whom they talk with raptures. 

We had no fooner lighted at the hotel of 

London, where appartments were prepared 

for us, then count Trouchfes fent captaia^ 

von Quels to lord Harrington, the Englifli 

I 3 fecre- 
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fccrttary of ftate, and^ to baron Munch- 
haufen, to notify our arrival. The latter 
came, about an hour after, to vifit all the 
cmbafly ; tailed with great refped to the 
count, and advifed him not to make ufe of 
his credentials immediately, in order to 
avoid much troublefom ceremony ; but to 
remain tranquil at home for a couple of 
' days 5 to receive the vifits of all the 
court, and to prepare for his public audi- 
ence, which he promisd fhoud be the third 
day. The count followd his advice. The 
next day we put on our mourning habits, 
and receivd, in faft, the vifits of all the mi- 
nifters, generals, courtiers, and in fliort, 
every one of any diftindion in Hannover. 
Our rooms were throngd with a continued 
proccflion. The day of audience baron 
Munchhaufen came to take us in the kings 
coaches, which werevery magnificent. He 
fat with count Trbuchfes in the firft. In 
the fecond were two Hannoverian gentle- 
men. Then came the grand ftate mourn- ' 
ing coach, drawn by fix horfes, and pre- 
ceded 
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ceded by two marfhals : the pages were oA 
the outfide, and two gentlemen of our em^ 
bkfly within. Next' came the counts fecond 
mourning coach, with the third gentleman 
of the embafly; and laftly, came my coach, 
and in which I fat, rather uncomfortably, 
alone. Some empty coaches,.belonging to 
the principal miftifters, clofed the procef- 
fion. At the gates of the city, and on en- 
tering the court of the palace of Herren- 
haufen, the guards prefented their armi, 
the officers made the-falutc, and the drums 
beat the march. 

We were condu£led into an an tich amber, 
where we found the whole court aflemblcd, 
and in' a rhourning almoft as de^p as our 
own*. Count Trouchfcs wore a perqque 
of an immens fize, and a cloak that traild 
fome yards behind him, which gave to his 
figur of fix foot high, a very Angular ap- 
pearance. In about a quarter of an hour, 
lord Harrington came to introduce us to 
the audience. The doors of the hall were 
thrown open, and the king of Great Britain 
1 4 appeared 
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appeared in all his glory* He was dresd 
in purple, and adornd with his grand order 
of the garter. Count Trouchfes pr^fented 
his credentials with a good deal of grace, 
and with an air of dignity, but he had not 
time to make a long harangue; for the 
king interrupted and anfwerd him with 
the greateft goodnes ; and afterward talkd 
to him with an air of cordiality, that de* 
lighted every one who beheld him. H. M, 
coud not fufficiently admire his grave and 
folemn appearance, and faid to him foftly, 
with a fmile, Count TfeuchfeSy otu woud ima* 
gin by your appearance^ that you were in di- 
jfdir for the lofs of your late mafier. We 
were all of us afterwards prcfented to H. 
M. who faid to each of us, fomething gra- 
cious and condefcending. When we came 
out of the hall of audience, the count laid 
afide his cloak, and foon after fat down 
to table. Our ambaffador had the honor 
to dine with the king-, and we had an ex- 
cellent dinner at the table of the marefchal . 
When the king rofe from table wc rcturnd 

into 
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into the hall where H. M. dined, and 
. where we found a great number of cour- 
tiers of the firft quality, who receivd us 
glafs in hand. The great cupbearer was 
at his poft, that is to fay, at the buffet, and 
cxercifcd the funftions of his office with the 
beft grace in the world, by charging us 
with numberles bumpers. After this Ger- 
manic ceremony, we were prcfented with 
coffee, and then conduced into the large 
and noble garden. This garden is rather 
fuperb than pleafing : the allys are fpaci- 
ous, and the hedges are high and beautiful. 
There are bafons of water, and fountains 
that are admirable. The grand jet in the 
middle, is the fined in the whole world : it 
is two feet in diameter, and ufualy rifes 80 
feet high, but when all the machines are 
going, it may be raisd to 1 20 feet. The day 
the king fhewd this matchles fountain to 
the dutchc^fs of Dorfet, I was a witnes with 
what impetuofity this water rifes into the 
air, and then falls down like a liquid and 
tranfparent mountain, efpecialy in calm 
1 5 wea- 
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weather. The bafon, tho large, is not of a 
fufficient width: there reigns too much 
uniformity in thefe gardens, and they have 
no profpcdt. The vcrdaht theatre is one of 
tlicir greateft ornaments. 

After the walk there was a French co- 
medy : the company is a very good one. 
Mile la Vois, Mile Amoche, and Meff. Se- 
rigni and du Clos, are the beft adors. On 
coming out from the comedy, the king 
t6ok another wilk; and all the court at- 
tended him. We fupd at Herrehhaufen, 
and about midnight rcturnd to Hannover; 
quite fatisfyd with the gracious reception 
we had met with both from the king and 
all the court. 

The days pafs here with a uniformity 
very much like that of a convent. Every 
morning at eleven, and every afternoon 
about fix, we go to Herrenhaufen, thro an. 
endles alley of lime trees, fcorchd by the 
fun 5 and twice in the day our mourning 
cloths and equipages are cpverd with duft. 
The king cats by rotation with the fame 
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company 5 makes every night a party at 
ombre, with the fame perfons, -fups and 
goes to bed. Th^re is twice in a week a 
French comedy, and the other days are de- 
voted to play in the great gallery ; fo that 
were H. M. conftantly to refide at Han- 
nover, one might make a kind of almanac 
for ten years to come ; and predict what 
dilhes woud be fervd each day at his table ; 
what woud be his employments, and what 
his amufements, Notwithftanding all which 
I dont find the time here in any degree te- 
dious. The firft days were fpent in reccivr 
ing and paying vifits. I am very often 
iavited to dine or fup with fome of the 
principal perfons in the city :• I walk, 1 eat, 
I drink, I fleep, make love, negotiate, 
write my difpatches, cipher and decipher : 
add to all this, our jaunts to Herrenhaufen, 
and you will fee that I- have employmenC 
enough for any reafonable man. 

I find befide, among the courtiers that 

are here, a confiderable number of men pf 

fens and merits from whofe converfation 

16 Ire- 
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1 receive both inftruftion and ^mufement. 
There is not, moreover, any one prince in 
Germany, great or fmall, that docs not 
fend a miniftcr to compliment H, Britan- 
nic M. on his arrival in his elcftaraF dorni-^ 
nions. Foreigners ^Ifo arrive here from 
every quarter ; but they are, for the moft 
part, birds of paflage, who difappear at the 
end of a certain number of days ; fo that 
Herrenhaufen refembles ^ dove hous, or, if 
you pleas, a magic lantern, where the 
objeds pafs rapidly before the fpcftatori 
eyes. 

They make, in general, irery good cheer^ 
at Hannover, but efpecialy at M; von 

B . He is a tall, well-made man, erf 

an agreeable appearance ; has a good deal 
of wit, and ftill more money. He was for- 
merly employ d as envoy from the eleftor 
of Hannover, at Paris ; and on his return 
from thence, had the misfortune, by the 
kick of a hors, to lofe one of his eyes : 
the blow was fo violent that the nerves and 
the mufcles of the other eye were gready 

injured 
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injured at the fame time. This ac^iden* 
gave him Jncxpreffiblc paiq ; and he was 
obliged, by order of his phyficians, to ob-- 
fcrve a i?ery cxaft regimen, and which wa3 
to him ftill more infupportable than the 
pain itfelf. The remaining eye, notwith-^ 
ftanding, became every dfty wora ; and at 
laft his doctors infbrmd him that it was im*f 
poffible to fave . it ; that in a few days he 
woud lofc his fight entirely^ .but that he 
woud be deliverd from his pains, and 
might then live as he pleasd. He receivd 
this news with tranfports of joy : he regu- 
lated all his affairs as long as his fight kit- 
ed ; faw every thing that was curious, 
fumiftxd and fct his hous in order, and 
waited the total cclipfe of his fight with as 
much impatience as another man woud 
have waited for a recovery. At length his 
eyes were both extind. With his laft eye he 
loft his griefs ; and from that day began to 
live again. As he has neither wife nor child, 
he has devoted a confuJerable part of hk 
incom to his table, It is regularly ferved for 

twelve 
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twelve perfons, with great abundance and 
cqqal delicacy. This gentleman feems, 
by the lofs of his fight, to have improvd 
his other fenfes : his feeling, his taftc, and 
hearing, arc amazingly acute. His chief 
pleafur is in drinking healths to his friends, 
in bumpers, and in which they are obliged 
to pledge him : the butler always brings 
the great glafs to him before he carries it 
to the gucft ; he touches it on the putfide, 
and by a certain degree of coolnes which 
penetrates the pores of the glafs, he diftin- 
guifhes minutely how high it is filld^ and if 
it be the leait deficient, orders it immedi- 
ately to be fupplyd. He knows fo exaftly 
the fituation of the table, the arrangement' 
of the diflies, and the places of the guefts, 
that one is inclined to fufpedl he ftill fees all 
that pafles. He talks a good-deal and agree- 
ably •, he rides out attended by his gentle- 
man 5 and is dresd with tafte and pro- 
priety. In fhort, the lofs of fight appears 
to be a matter of fo litle confequence to 

him» 
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Aim, that one is almoft incliried to think 
he ha^ formerly two eyes too many, 

I fomtimes amufe myfelf with feeing the 
^curiofitys of Hannover and its environs. 
The library is numerous and well chofen. 
The kings ecurys are noble, and his horfcs 
extremely valuable. The tomb of the an- 
cient eledors, in the chapel of the palace^ 
is worthy of notice. The body of George I; 
who died at Ofnabruck in 1727, is there de- 
pofited in a filver coffin of admirable work- 
manfhip. The palace, though confidera- 
bly large, is of wood^ the, appartments arc 
but indifferent, and the furniture in an an- 
tique tafte. The gardens of count Platin, 
atLinfdeo, which isjuft by Hannover, are 
delicious. They fay we fhall have a maflcd 
ball there, when the king returns to this 
city. The troops will not be reviewd till 
after the harveft : and that in confequence 
of the paternal afFedlion which the king has 
for his rural fubjeds. The court of Caflfel 
is expefted ^t Hannover, about the fame' 
time. Ye Gods, what joys we have in ftore ! 

May 
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May the like good fortune attend you, my 
dear baron, when the king our mailer re- 
turns fronri his circuits ; for they fay Ber- 
lin will be infinitely brilliant this winter. 
Who knows whether H. M. orders will 
not bring me back about the fame tinie ? 
1 (hall rejoice to have it in my power to 
embrace you, and to expres, face to face, 
that great efteem which I entertain for you : 
but if I ftioud not enjoy that happinefs, per- 
mit me, at leaft fomtimes, to affiare you by 
writing, that no man living is more per- 
fedly than I am, 

Sir, 

Yours, &c. 
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LETTER XVIIL 
To Madam von Br***, at Berlin. 

Hannovery Aug. 19, 174a 
Madam, 

IDomt know who that great man was, 
who firft invented the pofts, but I know 
very well that mankind have great obliga- 
tions to him. What refource, for example, 
coud a gallant mao hay^, who is conftraind 
by his deftiny to live far diftant* from the 
dbjcft he adores ? . It is, at kaft, fome 
confolation to a defponding lover: though 
I muft confes, it is but a very poor one ; 
and that every man who has a real attach- 
;ment, may fay to his miftrcs, with M. Vol- 
taire^ 

Heureux cent fois le mortel amourcux, 
Qui tous les jours peut t'e voir & t*en- 

tendre ; 
Qui tu re^ois avec un fouris tendre. 
Qui voit fon fort ccrit dans tes beaux 

eyeux. Qui 
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Qui meurt d'amour, qui te plait, qui 

t*adore. 
Qui penctre de cent plaifirs divers, 
A tcs genoux, oubliant Tunivers, 
Parle d'amour, & t'en reparle encore : 
Mais malheura celui qui fentcet aiguillon^ 
Et -ne pcut t*cn parlcr que par le poftillon. 

A hundred times thac amorous mortal's 

bleft. 
Who hears thee ftill, and gazes o'er thf 

charms, 
. Who fees the fmile that all his bofom 

warms. 
Who reads his fate in thy fair eyes exprcft. 
Who dies of love, whopleafes, who adorer. 
Who with a hundred various tranfports 

fired. 
The world forgetting, at thy feet ini^ired. 
Of loves dear joys inceflant ftrains he 

pours; 
But wretched he, conftraind to tell the 

tale. 
Of all his amorous tranfports, by the mail. 

I 
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I dare not, madam, make a general ap- 
plication of thefe vcrfcs to the fituation in 
which 1 find myfelf, with regard to you. 
I am, indeed, that amorous mortal who 
cannot expres his tender fentiments but by 
means of the mail ; bwt I have never yet 
been that fortunate mortal who has had the 
happines to pleas you, and whom you have 
permitted to forget the whole world at your 
feet. I do, indeed, forget it, when I read 
your divine letter, and which is in all things 
perfedl, except that it wants fome litle tinc- 
ture of human tendernes. 

You'defire, madam, that I woud fend 
you the portraits of lady Yarmouth, and of 
the principal beautys of Hannover. Be* 
a^ured that there is no one of them that 
his been able to efface from my heart thofc 
traces 1 brought with me from Berlin, and 
which will for ever remain there deeply 
engravd. I muft, however, confes to you ; 
that were it allowable for mortals to covet 
thofc enjoyments which belong to the Gods, 
I do not think it would be pofTible for any 

man 
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man of tafle and fi^nfibility to avoid being 
in love with the countes of Yarmouth. 
She is not, however, either a perfeft or a 
blooming beauty ; but fhe poflcffcs thofe 
charms which are more captivating than 
even beauty itfelf. Her countenance is 
round ; her eyes large, of a bright blue,, 
and very piercing; the nofe and mouth 
quite regular, with a fmile that is tender 
and pleafing : a complexion fair and fmooth, 
not too much color *,andlight hair: a neck ad- 
mirably fine, with hands and feet elegant tho 
not flender. Her fhape is perfeftly regular, 
and her ftature precifcly between tall and 
fhort ; but, if I am not miftaken, inclined to 
be corpulent. The whole together, forms a 
figur that ftrikes the eye at once with de- 
light : but her mind appears tome ftill far 
more beautiful than her perfon ; fhe has a 
wit that is refind and gay, but at the fame 
time modeft, which prevents it from 
afluming over that of others, or burft- 
ing into immoderate fits of mirth. Her 
converfation is highly agreeable j and (he 

fpeal^s 
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fpeaks French, Englifli, and German, with 
equal perfcftion. The kings efteeni for 
her, appears to be nothing inferior to his 
affeftion ; and in return, Ihe is as much, or 
more attachd to the perfon of the king, 
than to his roialty. A rare inftanceina 
favourit: ftie mayjuftly ferve as a model 
to all others. Content with the handfom 
provifion the king has made for her, Ihe 
does not weary him with folicitations either 
for herfelf, her relations, her creatures, or 
dependants. We do not fee her family 
heaping up immens fortunes, nor the high- 
eft and moft important offices of the ftate 
filld by obfcure men that are related, or 
pretend to be related to her. She does not 
attempt to interfere in the affairs of govern- 
inent, and to reduce the kings fubjefts to 
indigence and mifery by her councils, or to 
bring the ftate to the brink of ruin, by her 
perfonal animofitys.* She cannot reproach 



* We arc vei^ far from wifliing to depreciate th6 
chara^er of this lady, who ib well defervd all that 

our 
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hcrfelf with having causd ftreams of blood 
to flow by her infinuations, or that the firft 
familys of the kingdom mourn the lofs of 
their relations, facrificcd to her humor. 
Nor can fhc be accufed of having intrcr- 
duced a dcftrudlive luxury, or a fpirit of 
diflipation among the people. In a word, 
fhe is neither vindiftive, covetous, vain, or 
ambitious; altho loaded *with honors and 
diftinftions at Hannover. The fame court 
is here paid to her as to a princefs; Ihe 
dines and fups regularly with the king, 
and makes every evening one of his party 



our author has faid of her; and what is more, had 
the uncommon good fortune to enjoy it, for many 
years, amidH a people ever jealous of foreigners, and 
of their own prerogatives. But we cannot avoid re- 
marking here, in juftice to the memory of the late 
king, that had any favoiirit whatever, ignorant of 
the affairs of gove,rnment, and direded by perfoi\al 
motives, attempted to influence his condu^, the firm 
temper of that prince woud have been fo far. from 
complying, that the attempt woud infallibly have 
ended in her own ruin. 

at 
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*t ombre. At the theatre (he fits in an 
armd chair, which is placed by the fide of 
that in Which the king fits -, while all the 
other ladys, tho of the highefl: quality, are 
placed at fome diftance behind. Her at- 
tention to H. M. is boundles. She never 
quits Herrenhaufen to come to Hannover, 
but to vifit madam von Wend, her mother^ 
or madam von Steinberg, her fitter j and it 
is but very rare that fhe dines or fups with 
cither of them. She dined, however, a 
few days fince, with the latter, when a droll 
incident occurd. Among the company was 
a ftrange gentleman, and who, it feems, 
knew but litle of the country, for after 
dinner he drank to the coiintes, the health 
of count Yarmouth. You may imagin 
what was that ladys confufion, and what 
the looks of the reft of the com- 
pany. The diftinftions, however, which 
this lady receives here, fhe always leaves 
behind her, for they never pafs the fea with 
her, and accompany her to London. It is 
iaid, that the Englifli ladys are not ar litle 

piqued 
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piqued to fee the prcifcrencc ^ivcn to the 
Hannoverian bcautys, by their monarchs^ 
from father to fon. This indifierence to- 
ward the bcautys of that nation, we miift 
allow is mortifying: but love is a caprici- 
ous child that will not fuffcr himfelf to be 
ruled by policy. Lady Yarmouth finds the 
confequcnces of this jcaloufy, they are con- 
tinualy railing fo many diiputes about rank, 
and other like matters, that (he fcarce fees 
any one at London, but madam von Stein- 
berg, and the ladys of the foreign mini- 
fters. She does not appear in the circle at 
court, but lives almoft incognito in St. 
James's palace. 

Among the other Hannoverian ladys, 
there are fome that are very amiable, but 
no one that fliines with any remarkable 
luftre. Their behaviour toward ftrangers 
is as cold as the ice. The.Hannoverians 
are like the Ifraelites, who never marry out 
of their own tribe/ The fined ladys who 
grace the circle of Herrenhaufen, are con- 
ftantly deftind from their cradle, to fonw 

family 
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family contradt From this fort of predcf- 
tination it proceeds, that thefe ladys have 
no eyes for Any but the courtiers, the coun- 
fellors, or officers, who arc their relations, 
and that they never play at court with any 
but theqi. The partys anc always regulated 
in the morning, by the mothers, and aunts ; 
and a man muft have, either/ a matchles 
afilirance, or fingular good fortune, to be 
admitted Into any of thefe partys. So that 
you may fee, every evening, ftrangers of 
the firft quality fauntering up and down 
the great gallery, admiring the bufts, or 
placing themfelves behind a chair, and 
alking, with an indolent tone. Do you witty 
Madam ? Do you lofi^ Mademoifelle ? intereft- 
ing convcrfation ! The misfortune is, that 
there is here, neither queen nor princefs, 
and confequently no ladys of the bedcham- 
ber, or maids of honor, who are paid for 
being polite. It muft be confefd however, 
that when you have once the good fortune 
to becom acquainted with thefe ladys, when 
you have mat with them in the city, and 
. Vol. III. K have 
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have been introduced to their familys, they 
are not deftitute of charms, nor of the 
' knowledge of polite life. Love has con- 
ftantly aflerted his right over the hearts of 
fome among them, and all the leaves in the 
book of the chronicles of fcandal, of the 
court of Hannover, da not remain in blank. 
I {hail entertain you with {bme anecdotes 
of this nature, that are curious enough^ 
when I have the happines to fee you at 
Berlin, and you will perniit me to pay you 
my rcfpeds. In the mean time, I have the 
honor to be, with the moft perfeft attach* 
ment, 

Madam« &c 
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LETTER XIX. 
To M; Haguedorn, in Hamburg. 

Hannovery Aug. 26, 1740. 
Sir, 

"V^^OUR friend, M. Lifcow, has no need 
"*• ofia ktter of reconrimendation, to 
meet with a*favorable reception, and every 
kind of fervice that it is in my power to 
do him. He is not in the fituatibn of thofe 
fort of travellers, who to procure an ad- 
mittance into good familys, are obliged 
to provide themfelves with a great number 
of thofe kinds of pafports. The bearers of 
fo many letters of recommendation make 
me conftantly fufpedt them : men of real 
merit arc always known in the world ; and 
/the celebrated name of the author of the 
mod ingenious fatyrs that have appeard 
fince the death of Dr. Swift, is his owa 
bell introducer. I have prefcnted M. Lifc 
K 2 cow 



y Google 



22Q LETTER XIX. 

c6w to all my friends. He has attradled 
the regard of every one, and eJpecialy of 
cQunt Trouchfes,' who has offerd him an 
apartment in his hous at Berlin, and has 
promifd to procure him a good place at 
our court. This friend of ours has a lively 
and iatyfic wit, ornamented with much eru- 
dition. He honord me with his company 
in an excurfion we made to Hildclheim. 
Never did I enjoy more plcafur. The mi- 
j)|fters were charmd with his company. 
The next morning they paid him a vifit 
arid invited him to dinner : he enjoyd their 
good cheere, drank their excellent wine, 
aind rallyd with them in the nx>{l agreeable 
manner in the world. He has deliverd mc 
die flew edition of your fables. To de- 
clare all the admiration I have of your 
poems, it were necei&ry. Sir, to pofles 
that fecundity of ideas, and that facility of 
cxprcjSng them, which you enjoy. We 
&ave nothing that is better conceived, or 
better expre£i in our language ; you join 
^e naivety of diAion in Fontain, with a 

pro- 
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prpfound erudition^ and Mrhich you have 
the art of diiengaging from all t;be appear^ 
ance of pedantry. 1 coud wiih however 
that you had not made quite fo many 
notes. They interrupt too much the 
readers attention, whofc curiofity makes 
him^ maugre all his refoIution,> take his 
eyes off every moment. Tho they relate> 
I muft allow, to fa£ls, to points of hiftory, 
to anecdotes and allufions that require 
explanation ; but when they are very nu- 
merous they fccm to me to hurt that gpod 
opinion which each reader has of himfclf, 
by fuppofing^ him to be quite ignorant. 
This is the only critic I have to make on 
your work, and it is of litle confequencc. 
Pardon however the Hberty 1 have prefumd 
to take in declaring my fentiment. * But it 
was your dcfire. 

I have juft renewd an acquaintance with 
one of our old friends. Dr. T***, forn^rly 
miniflerof the Englifh church at Hamburg, 
and now clerk of the clofet to his Britannic 
majeily. You are acquainted with the un- 
K 3, dcr* 
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dcrfcandiirg, the heart and the accomplifli- 
ment of this able man, and you remember 
how large a Ihare he had m producing that 
weekly writing which appcard fomc years 
fince at Hamburg, under the title of the 
Patriot J and which has lately been fo mag- 
nificently' reprinted in volume^, and has 
been alfo tranftated into feveral languages. 
A confiderable number of the moral, phi- 
lofophipal and theological pieces, contained 
in that excellent work, are his. On quit- 
ting Hamburg he obtaind a church living 
in London, but the reputation of his ta- 
lents for the pulpit foon made hinv known 
at court. He was appointed one of thofe 
who ][)reach before the parliament, while it 
is affcmbled. You know that Dr. Swift 
formerly exercifed the fame fundion before 
the parliament of Ireland at Dublin, when 
preaching one day on vanity^ he remarkd 
that their were four objcds of which man- 
kind in general are vain, i. Their birth 
or rank, 2. their riches, 3. their perfons, 
and 4. their undcrftandings. He there- 
fore 
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fore divided his fermon rnta thefe four 
heads, and after having difcufed the three 
firft he faid, ** We nowxome to our fourth 
" head, but as in this chriftian aflcmbly, 
** there is no one who can poffibly be vain 
** of his undcrftanding, it is altogether un- 
•* neceflarjr, to enlarge on this topic, I 
** fhall therefore make a few pradical ob- 
*• fervations and conclude/' This fatyric 
ftroke, for want of being coverd with the 
veil of politenes, gave great offence, and 
was of conf^derable prejudice to the dean 
himfelf. Dr. T*** is far more prudent, 
and flatters his audience not a little, efpe- 
cialy the king, who has appointed him his 
chaplain on his journey to Hannover •, and 
that office is ufualy followd by a biflioprick. 
The king therefore faid the other day to 
this clergyman, ** Doftor, you are out of 
*• luck, there has no bifliop died fince we 
*« have been here ; but as the deanery of 
'♦* Peterborough is become vacant, I will 
•* give you that, till I can do fomthing 
^ better fpr you.'* So you now fee him a 
K 4 dean, 
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dean, and in a fair way of being one ot 
the ficft dignitarys in the Englifh church. 
This Dr. T*** i$ a very amiable man, of 
^n excellent charader, independent of his 
learning and abijity : but never have I fccn 
any man fo abfent as he is : he has revcrys 
that have efcapcd Bruyere and Regnard. 
He forgot the day he was to be raarry'd, 
and which his fcrvant put him in mind of, 
by bringing him a new coat, and wig finely 
powderd. One day while he was talking, 
a gnat bit his leg feverely, the Dodtor 
^oopd and fcratchd a gemlemans leg that 
flood next, whp fmiling at his abfimcc^ 
never interrupted him, and the gnat all 
the time kept biting on. The Dofbor 
made a party once with three of his friends, 
almoft as abfent as himfelf, to go in a 
coach to Windfor. When they were in the 
coach they began tq difpute about fome 
points of philofophy i aad when they had 
got about half way they perceived that the 
coachman loiterd. M. Dcfmaifeaux, who 
was -one of the company, put his head 

out 
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©ut of the door, and cryd to the coach- 
man Aliens doncy Allans dvnc. The man 
thought he faid a Londonj a London^ and: 
replyd, turning his horfes about, as you ' 
pleas gentlemen. The debate continuing, 
thefe four learnd abfentees never perceivd 
they were going back, till they came to the 
turnpike that leads into London \ when 
they foundy thatinlkad of being at 'Wind- 
for, where their dinner waited for thenv 
they were very near the place from whence 
they fet oE 

But while I zm giving you thefe little 
femples of the diftrttdion of Doftor T*»*, 
J find, Sir, by the length of my letter,^ 
that I am very near falling into a like in-' 
attention myfelf. I therefore conclude- 
with afiuring you that I am, with the moll' 
yeifeft and inviolable attachment^ 
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LETTER XX. 
To my Brother, at Paris. 

Hannover^ Sept, 2, 1740. 

I Am highly pleafd, my dear Brother, to 
hear that you are fafe arrived at Paris. 
Your journey to Spain gave us great in- 
quietude. Yet I cannot by any means 
blanie that curiofity which is fo natural at 
your time of life : it is only proper to give 
it juft bounds, and to take care that it 
does not exceed that ^pence which my fa- 
ther has thought proper to prcfcribe. You 
did very right not to let us jcnow your in-^ 
tention, for thefe kinds of proje<5b are 
never approvd till after they have fucceed- 
cd. The account you have given me of 
.your journey is highly ^entertaining, and 
your dcfcription of the Pyrenes truly cu- 
rious. I ihould have been pleafd to have 
:: - - - feen 
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fecn your cmbarrafment at the convent of 
St. Ignatius, when McflT. the Jefuits con- 
. dufted you Into their fubterranean apart- 
npients, to Ihow you the tomb of the found- 
er of their order : how great was your fur- 
prife when they drew a long curtain, and 
difplayd, by the Kght of torches^ the por- 
trait of their famous faint, as large as the 
life-, furrounded with a frame completely 
cOverd with brilKants and * other precious 
(tones ? Such a fight muft be extremely 
dazzeling, and I can eafily believe that 
your eyes coud not bear the luftre. 

The faying, that the habit is worth more 
than the monky was here literaly verifyd. 
It is odd enough, that St. Peter (houd be 
obliged to take a penny out of the body 
of a fifh to pay his matters tribute, and 
that thcie monks, who pretend to be of the 
company of Jefus, fhoud bury in their ca- 
verns, riches that are fufficient to purchafe 
an empire ; and that the figure of a floven- 
ly naonk fhoud be decorated with more 
precious diamonds than are to be found in 
K6 the 
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the crowns of kings. This magnificence is 
altogether worldly : but fiiicc luxury ha* 
found its way into the church, the gift of 
iniracles has been lo(t For my part^ I had 
n>uch rather fee a pc^, or other holy per- 
fon, take upon occafion, a penny out of 
the belly of a carp, than? to fee in the ca- 
verns of the Jefuits aH the diamomls of In- 
dia and Brafil: for thefe treafurs contain 
hi fad the choiceft riches of the whole » 
chriftian world. You will excufe, my dear 
brother, thefe rtfledions^ for you know' 
that I zm naturaly stddidled.to reafon oa 
every occafion. 

You had well ntgh feei> at Paris^ a much^ 
greater curiolity than all the diamonds, and 
all the founders of religious orders ; and 
that is, the king of Pruffia^ I much doubt 
if he will ever obtain the title of SairU^ but 
I am certain he will defcrve that of Great^. 
if Providence Ihalt prolong his days. From 
his ^arly youth he has had an extreoie cu« 
riofity to fee France, and to have an ocular 
acquaintance with a natioa that has pro- 

duced 
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dttced fo many works of wit.. Having 
been lately at WefeU he a^aild himfelf of 
the proximity to go to Straft) org, and his^ 
intention was to have gone quite to Paris^ ' 
But as a ramblicig majefty makes but ant 
odd figu^ and is. ^attended with many in- 
eonveciencysf, when it is once out of its 
0>vn Kmia, the king had determind to- 
kave his, on the frontiers, alid to travel unr^ 
der the title of count Foim". Prince Wil- 
liam^ the king'^ i^rother^ took thu of 
GOtoit Schaftgotichv They had very few- 
axtend^tSi fo/that tivo coaches were fuffi- 
dent to scarry them and all their haggagew. 
When they came ^ KeW, the kndtord in- 
formd M.Frederftofflf, who isffirft valet de 
chambre to the kiflg>; iha« cowat Four 
wood have occafioor for a |)afpoiti after he- 
had crosd the bridge dm is ovcrthc Rfainw 
Eredcrftorff drew one 1^9 and after the 
king, had fignd it, he fcM it witii the roial 
feaL Thc.hoft, who was in an adjoining • 
dofet)^ faw with furpriif the king fign^ his^ 
name FriQ^rie> and thsti the roiaL £ral put 

to 
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to it : and when Frcdcrftorff came out, he 
faid. Count Four is the king of Ptujftay Sir^ I 
faw bim ftgn his name. FrederftorfF was 
obliged to confes the truth j however he 
ftopd the mouth of mine hoft with a golden 
gag, and he faithfully kept the ftcret. 

When they came to Strafburg, count 
Four put up at The Holy Gboft^ and count 
Schaftgotfch at the Raven^ and by this pre- 
caution they hoped to remain unknown. 
Their firft care was to provide themfelves 
with French dreflcs. Toward evening the 
king went to the cofFe hous, where he foon 
became acquainted wkh five or fix officers 
who appeard to him the moft agreable. He 
invited them to fupwith fcim, and they ac- 
cepted bis ofier without much hefitation v 
faying to each other, Comey ht us go andfet 
what this Bobiman eouni is made of. I have 
sdready told you, my dear brother, that I 
have never met with any man who is fo 
pleafing at table as the king. He has 
fomething fo engaging, a converfation fo 
fprightly, a politenes fo eafy and natoral, 

that 
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that his new acquaintance feeipM to think 
that count Four had a great deal of wit for . 
a German ; and that he fpoke very good 
French. The fupper was gay, and thd 
next mprning the officers had fo much re- 
fpeft for their new friend as to come again 
and tak^ chocolate with him : and one of 
them was polite enough to invite him to 
fopper in his turn ; but the king found 
means to excufe himfelf. 

After dinner he went to the parade, and 
there it was that they pretend he was known 
by a foldier of the garrifon, who had for- 
merly fervd in the Pruffian troops, and who 
immediately informd Marefchal von B^^^ 
of it, who is the governor of Strafburg* 
In fad, the king having alkd leave to vifit . 
him, under his borrowd name, the gover- 
nor admitted him, and receivd him po- 
litely, as a private gentitnan ; but gave him 
to underftand, in the cours oftheconver- 
fktion, that he was not ignorant that he was 
talking to a monarch, and even let fall the 
word majcfty. The kbg was a good deal 

pii^uedl 
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piqued with this indifcretion -, for if the 
marcfchal knew that it was the king of 
Pruflia he ou^t not to have receivd his- 
vifit, but to have ppevcnted him with marks- 
of the utmoft r^fpect* When his majefty 
eame from the governor, he went to the- 
French comedy^ and from thence rcturndJ 
to fup at his inn. 

The third day, in the morning, there* 
lana whifper about the K>wn, that ^e king: 
©f Pruflia was m Straiburg. Even the* 
taylor who had made his* eloth^ woud take- 
nothing in payment,, but iaid ta M. Fre- 
4erftorff that it was hoaor enough for him 
^ have workd for fo greats a monarch.. 
They made him however a handibm pre- 
ftnt, and enjoind him (itence. That dajr 
the king faw the citadel, and all the curi-^ 
f>fitys of Strafi)urg. Toward evening there 
were bonfires lighted in feveral parts of the 
city, and the people cryd out every where^ 
kng live the king of Pruffia. There was & 
prodigious number of people at the come^ 
dy, and they waited a long time» ia hope^ 
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of feeing the kirtg,th^re* But H^ M- wfeo 
was unwilling to giv^ occafion to^ fti$h 
fceneS) and y^hQ befides fe^ fome ren^aios 
of his late ferer, le^vd to return^ and to 
defer his journey tq Pgris tp a better op- 
portunity* He therefore ice off the next 
morning early for WefeK I. co^d have 
wifhd, for naore than one good reaJon^ tba^ 
the king and MeiT. the Parifians bad &tn 
each other as ftrangers. 

You know, I fuppofe,. that during H. 
M. (lay at Wcfel he had a difference with 
the bifhop of Liege, concerning the baro* 
ny of Herftal, which makes the fuburbs of 
the city of Liege icfelf. That prelat had 
the infolence to arreft colonel von Kreytzen, 
whom the king had fent to him as his en- 
voy. But H. M. has orderd fome com- 
panys of grenadiers into that biflioprick, 
where they live at difcretion : and 1 hear 
that Baron von Horion» with another mi- 
nifter, are named to come to Berlin, ta 
make fubmiffions to the king, on the part 
of the bilhop, and to terminate the affair 

by 
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by an accomodation. Who knows, if tbh 
Ikle vigorous aft, be not a prelude to fom 
grand miHtary operations that the king 
Ihall hereafter perform ? 

Let n^e hear from yoo fooA, my dear 
brother ; I imagine we fhall not ftay long 
here. When H. Britannic M. quits this 
vcountry to return to Lond6n, we fhall take 
the road to Bcrfin, where I defire you wiM 
direft your letters. I etnbrace you tender^ 
ly, and amy &c» 
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To M. vonStuvcn, at Hamburgh. 

Hannevert ,0^* 6, i740» 

WE have lived for thefe eight days 
paft, my deareft friend> like falar 
manders, in the midft of a fire. The 
king of Great Britain has made the review 
of his Hannoverian army* Thefe troops 
arc very fine, and perform their exercife 
very well, after their manner. There has 
been here moreover an immens concours 
of ftrangers : we have feen at Herrenhau- 
fen, within a few weeks, H. R. H. the 
princefs of Orange, H. R. H. the hereditary 
princef^ of Heffe Caflel, with the prince 
her confort, and the princefs Mary, daugh- 
ter of the reigning Landgrave. The court 
has been highly brilliant on this occafion^ 
and the king has given grand entertain* 
ments ^ among others a fiiperb mafkd ball 

ia 
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in the verdant theatre of the gardens of 
Herrenhaufcn^ The whole theatre, and & 
great part of the gardens, were ilTuminated 
with lamps of different colors, which af- 
forded a moft pleafing fighi^r The court 
was almoft all in Dominos, and molt of 
them bang white^ as they walkd thro the 
alleys by the light of the lamps, they gave 
the gardens the appearance of the Elifiab 
fields. They fupd at three great tables ; 
the king was in extreme good humor ; af- 
ter fupper they went to dancing again, and 
t did nof get back to Hannovef till five 
in the rnofning, that is to fay, txYk broad 
day. 

Some days after we had a grand maftjiie- 
radc at the opera hous^ at Hanfnover, whicH 
was fineljr ilkminated with Wax liglitr.^ 
The nunaber of mafks was prodigious^ 
The king was in a Turkilb drels, the tur- 
Ban of which was ornamented with a mag- 
nificent egret of brilliants : this ma(k wa^ 
very proper for a prince who is on his fe?- 
turn^ beoaufe it difguifes well, arid has as 

com- 
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commanding afpevt. L,ady Yarmouth was ' 
in the habit of a Sultana. But among all 
the maiks there was no one more ftriking, 
or of a more elegant tafte, than that of the 
princefs of Heffe. This princefs is tall and 
of a figur perfedly regular. She was 
drefsd in the habit of a rural nymph, made 
of while &ttin, ^nd ornamented with 
Italian flowers. Her habit was made in 
the form of a veft, which finely marled her 
fliape, and diiplayd, as fkr as modefty 
woud permit, al neck that \s ravifhiogly 
beautiful Add to all this, that her high- 
nefs appears to have been fbrmd by the 
hands of the Graces, and that fhe dances 
with an enchanting air, and you will eafily 
believe that this mafk made a diftinguiOid 
ligur, and attraded the eyes of aH the 
ai&mbly : and that it woud have excited 
much jealoufy among the ladys, and much 
delhre among the men, had it not foon 
been known that it was her roial highnefs« 
If the princefs of Orange, the king's 
eldeft daughter, cannot be placed in con> 
4 petition 
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petition with the princefs we have juft 
mentioned, for the elegance of her figur, 
Ihe is, on the other hand, endowed with 
a mind that abundantly attones for any de- 
fers in external beauty. She has a man- 
ner of thinking that is juft and vigorous, 
great knowledge, and boundlefs talents. 
The king gave her a concert at Herren- 
haufen, where (he fung in great tafte, and 
performd on the harpficord in a mafterly 
manner. Her highnefs's^ ftay here, how- 
ever, was very fhort •, ftie pasd before our 
eyes in a manner like lightning, fo that it 
was impoflible to be. fully acquainted with 
her charafter. 

The king, who has had frequent attacks 
of an ague, with an inflamation in his 
eyes, will leave Herrenhaufen direftly by 
advice of his phyficians, and go to Han^ 
nover. I fuppofe his return to England is 
not far diftant, as he will fcarce expofe 
himfelf to the dangers of the fea in the 
bad feafon. We have orders, count 
Trouchfes and I, when his Britannic ma* 

jcfty 
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jcfty Ihall depart, to attend the king our 
maftcr at Rhcinlberg, where he propofes 
to pafs the firft months of the winter. You 
will therefore, my dear friend, addres your 
letters hereafter to Berlin, I am, much 
mor^ than I am able to expres. 

Your, &c. 



End of the Third Volume. 
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